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4&Totheright V Vorſhipfull Sr 
Tuomas Crrw,&c 
All happineſſe. 
SIR; 


—— === En, that can ſpeake, would 
| LT BN! heare much in few. It is nor 
| [much that I can do this way, 
Aland therefore it is bur little 
J{ that I will ſay.Only to three | 
F | | SB 2eerces,viz.why (of many) 
CO TREE thcſc Sermons .were thus, 
firſt, Preached ; ſecondly, 
Printed , thirdly , Dedicated. I anſwer, 
Torthe firſt thus : As in Feaſts, ſo in Sermons; 
| wereſpetthe companic, not our ſclues. Theſe 
| twowerepreachedin Athens, andthere S. Peal, 
; (whoſe rule in theſe middlethings is Omnis ewni- ” aw 
bus) ſomewhat varies his ſtile, and ſpeakes thick, 
AAS. 
Tothe ſecond thus : theſe weremoſt and firſt 
dcfired ; and we carry Sermons tothe Preſle, as 


23 ſcruants 


A cuing latere 
wunguam di- 
feeſvs quzn & 6. 


Phil. n.9, 

I8u bis vit:mis 
& peſ3imis 
169; oribus CF, 


Rexel.16.15- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſeruants bring meat rotherable, onely when, itis 
called for. 
Tothe third thus : Firſt, for my owne priuate, 
I owe very much to your loue, for many moſt 
kinde fauours,moſt faithfull counſels, molt fruit- 
full inſtruRtions , Secondly, I am willing to pay 
whatTIamable, and tocommend the reſt to the 
rayers of my executors and afſignes. And third- 
y , for the publike ; not onely I , but all the 
Churches giue you thankes , partly for relicuing 
ſo many poore membersand bewels, partly for 
adorning Religion with real performances,whi- 
leſt others talke, and with attending the maine, 
whileſt too manie. languiſh in liucleſſe diſpures. 
Go on((Good Sir) you are in a good way, 8& you 
ſ{eruea good Maſter, I know not whom the Lord 
hath bleſſed beyond your ſelte, in perſon, condi- 
tion, profeſsion,relarion, ſucceſsion, euery way : 
ſhould nor you be very thankefull, who ſhould 2 
Now the Lord giue youto abound yer-and yer, 
more and more,as Paw/ ſpeakes : and hee graunt, 
thar intheſe laſt and worſt daycs( as. S. Beyward 
yokes them) weallmay keepe our fairhgtruth,in- 
nocencie,conſcience, & the reft of our garments - 
cleane and cloſe about vs. Ames. 


-. From my Etudy,Decemb.20, 
Your Worſhips muchbounden, . 


» RoBztzxTHARRIS 


To. the Reader. 


- Hane beene long preſſed to « 
(&) contrive many Sermons ( of 
IC (onſcience ) into one Diſ- 
9 courſe and to annex thereto 


Or: k 


Ve” CA bac thought a little of the 


motion, but finding my ſelfe partly prevented 
by my betters , partly intercepted by more preſ- 
fing occaſions, Tgiue vp : only thus farre Thaxe 
yeelded;namely,That my rude notes ſhould bee 
ſcanned , and in caſe they ſhall be deemed of a- 
ny v/e,then to be publiſhed vntranſcribed.Some 
of them hane paſſed ( it ſeemes ) the cenſure, 
and are now conder view : touching which, vn- 
derftand thus mach ; Firſt , that the two for- 
mer were preached in the Vuiner ſitie, and ad- 
dreſſed to the then Auditory and occaſuon. Se- 
——__ 


_ TotheReader. 
cond!y,that Thaue vnderband ( ropon the ſame 
and other Texts)other Sermons jwhich(baply) 
may more comply with thine eſtate and temper: 
if ſo,it is at thy libertie to leaue theſe , and to 
wait thoſe ,wberein I ſhall. haply expreſſe more 

fully what in the Aſ4ze Sermon time and im- 
portunity made me forbeare. Thirdly , that I 
haue no conueniency of writing much at home, 
or of ſeeing any thing printed abroad : and 
therefore if things bee not all out to thy minde, 
diuide the blame betwixt the 'Printer and im- 
portunity. Thaue no more to ſay but this , Com- 
pare Indas and Paul together, marke the ones 
miſery,the others confidence , and accordingly 
make thy concluſuon. 5130] 


Thine in Chriſt, |. 
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Paul's Exercile. 
SERMON 


PREACHED 
before the Judges at 


ASSIZE. = 


—_— 


ACTS 24-16. 
And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe, to haue 
alwaies a conſcience, void of offence, t0- 

; ward God, and toward men. 


Fx N this Chapter we hauea very 
$1 great triall : the ſitting is at one 
Sr of the Ceſareces; the Iudge, 
2 (mnder Claudius) Falixzthe Em- 
ES pcrors Aduocate, Teriallss ; 

| X === P[intiffes,the ewes 3 Defen- 
' dant, Saint Paw; a Enditement, {chime 
; an 
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and other Texts)other Sermons wbich(baply) 
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wait thoſe ,wberein I ſhall. haply expreſſe more 

fully what in the Aſaze Sermon time and im- 
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therefore if things bee not all out to thy minde, 
diuide the . blame betwixt the Printer and im- 
portunity. Thaue no more toſay but this , Com- 
are Indas and Paul together, marke the ones 
miſery,the others confidence , and accordingly 
make thy concluſ#on. "6: 


Thine in Chriſt, 


/RbHaznkts 


Lo 


? 
b g ' ? ” 
A ABI ATI DIES'S 


YV WIDEN 


EEErAEEENEEEEDEEF, 
SAINT 


Paul's Exercile. 
SERMON 


PREACHED 
before the Judges at 


ASS$SIZE. <1 


ACTS 24-16. 
And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe, to haue 
alwaies a conſcience, void of offence, t0- 

| ward God, and toward men. 
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great triall : the ſitting is at one 
Al of the Ceſareaes; the Iudge, 
PN (vnder Clandics) Falixzthe Em- 


rors Aduocate, Teriallas ; 


| —<—— — P.ntifes,the lewes ; Defen- 
' dant, Saint Pawl; _ Enditement, my" 
; an 


of Diogenes 
Pluts 


Sacton.l, 2. 


DofF, 


2 &, Pauls Exerciſe. 


« So Melontbu 
+ his Tragedic. 


Þ 7”. Canſaben in 


and hercſie; the euidence, thouſands of teſti> - 
monies, The Defendant is. naw vpon his an- 
ſwer, who hauing mard the Lawyers fet ſtarcht 
ſpeech, renders the Iudge an abridgment of his 
faith before, ofhis life here, ' 

And here (for time denics diſcourſe) is con- 
ſiderablean a4, termed, Exerciſe : the ſubicR 
of it, Pauls ſelfe: the obic of it, Pawls conſci- 
ence : the end of it, void of offence, and that at all 
times, in all points; cowards God, in the firſts, 10- 
wards man, in the ſecond table. 

In the Atturaies ſpeech youcannot * ſee mat- 
ter for words; in Saint Pauls, ſcarce words for 
matter: euery rerme is ſtuft if wee had time 
bur generals once obſcrucd, particulars ſhall be 
ſaluted as we paſte, | 

Thus much you already ſee, that there is no 
cauſe ſo bad, but ſome will plead it ; no man ſo 
good, but ſome will flanderhim;z no caſe ſo 
clecre, but fome will queſtion it z nothing ſo 
falfe, buc ſome will ſwearc it. Iudges then 
needctodoeas Þ their ancients did; firſt ſacri- 
fice, then ſeatence, and to be as Danid was,wilc 
like an Angellof God. 

Thus the Context ; for the Text, this abridg- 
ment muſt yer bee abridged, and all ſhutvp in 
this one conclufion : Euery man muſk chiefly 


I propound, looketo this, that his conſcience bee not offen- 


ded : men, be m_ pleaſed or not pleaſed, con- 
ſcience muſt not bee difpleaſed, This is the 
maine: and for our briefer diſpatch ofthis point, 

this 


$*, Paul's Exerciſe. ; 


this order will be taken; Firſt, the termes muſt 
bee vnſolded; next,the propoſition confirmed, 
and then applicd. 

My comming hither was to ſatisfie others, not 
my ſclfe; being come, my care ſhall bee, to ſa- 
tisfic my ſelfe(in point of conſcience)nor others: 
for the wiſc, I am ſecure in their loues s for the 
Countrey, I am much grieued that I haue not 
learning enough to bee plaine enough, in that 
explication which we now ſet vpon. 

In Saint Paw/s Action, and our Propoſition, 


three things come to be conſidered ; The Sub- 2 Expoun. 


ie, ObicR, End. 

For the firſt, no more butthis ; Wee inferre 
from Pals exerciſe, cach mans duty : becauſe 
this quazew4s, and reſpet of this reaches to all. 
Iris true, he was a Preacher, but hee is notnow 
confidered as a Preacher, but asamanz andin 
my Texr, his life is mentioned, not his faith, or 
fun&ion. 

For the ſecond, itis (Conſcience) a word of 
= latitude and infinite diſpute. It is taken 

ometime properly, ſometime generally ; if we 

will pcake diſtinly of irt,wee muſt finde our its 
nature, place, office, ({o we purpoſely terme the 
genus, ſubie&, and finall cauſc of conſcience) 
which by ordermuſt concurre to irs definition. 

x Forthefirſt, Itake Conſcience to bee 
both a faculty, and a diftin& facultie roo of the 


ſoule: the * Schooles reie& that, others this; </- Aquin.in 
but befides reaſon, the written Word bends — - 


B 2 mo 


i Tim 15, 


Rom, 2. 


4 S*, Paul's Exerciſe. 
moſt that way: 17m.1.itis diſtinguiſhed from 
the will : Titas the 1.werſ.r 5. from the m'nde : 
and if we marke ir, Conſcicnce is ſofarre from 
being one of both, or both in one, as that there 
is berweene them, firſt a icaloufic,then an open 
faction: theother powers of the ſoule, raking 
Conſcience to be but a ſpic, doc what they can, 
firſt to hide themſelues trom it, next to deceiue 
ir, after to oppoſe ir, and laſtly, ro depoſe it ; 
Conſciencc(on the other fxde)laboureth to hold 
it owne, and (till ic be blinded, or bribed) pro- 
ceeds in irs office,in deſpighr of all oppoſitions, 
itcites all the powers of nature, fits vpon them, 
examines, witneſleth, judges, executes: hereof 
come thoſe a4z-2ua, ſelfe conferenges, or reaſo- 
nings, as Paw/termes them z; thence thoſe mu- 
tuall Apologics,and exceptions amongſt chem- 
ſclues, when conſcience ſits, Rowanes 2, I know 
the words are etherwilſe caried:but(uNats 'winur} 
will hardly brooke any other bias thatis ſer vp- 
on them, 

For the ſecond, the common ſubie of 
Conſcience, is the reaſonable foule : there is 
ſome ſhadow of this in a beaft,as there is of rea- 
ſon, but it is a ſhadow, The proper ſear is (I 
thinke) the higheſt part thereof; it is vſually re- 
ferred (you know) to the praRicall vnderſtan- 
ding, becauſe it is bufied abour ations, and 
driucsall its workes to iſſue by diſcourſe. ' Bur 
as tharground is too weake (for neither is cuce 
ry.diſcourſe conſcience, nor cuery at of con{ci- 

- ence 


S*. Paul's Exerciſe. 5 
ence a diſcourſc) fo is that roome too ſtraight: 
wee had rather therfore place conſcience ſome- 


what higher, vnder God, but onerall in man, 
diſtin& from other faculties, yer ſtill ſheathed 


in the body (as Danzel ſpeakes of the whole ſpi- Dan. 7. 


rit) and (as I thinke) is that which 0yigew meant 
by his Pedagogur, and others by their Genie, 

The third thing is its end and office; tis ſet in 
manto make knowen to man, in what termes he 
ſtands with God, thence its name therefore fit- 
'y rearmed, the ſoules glaſle,the ynderſtandings 
!ghr, 


Conſcience therefore is'a prime faculty of Danuſe. 


the reaſonable ſoule, there ſer to giue notice of 
its ſpirituall eſtate, in what termes it ſtands with 
God. Vnderſtand me thus; The ſoule (I ſup- 
poſe) is rankt into three parts z and thoſe into as 
many courts and offices: the ſenſiriue part hath 

its court of Common pleas; the intelle&uall,of 
the Kings Bench the ſpirituall (fo to ſpeake) a 

Chancery ; in this court ail cauſes are handled, 

but ſtill with ſpeciall reference ro God : here fits 

the Conſcience as Lord Chancellor, the Syme- 

reſis as maſter of rhe Roles : ro this courtall che 

powers of man owe and pay ſeruice, till the 

Iudge be cither willingly feed,or vnwillinglyre- 

ſiſted. And this of conſcience, ſtrictly taken. 


Now ſecondly, *cis taken ſometime more ge+ 7 Heming de. 


nerally, ſomerime for the whole court and pro. 
ceedings of conſcience, by the fathers : ſome- 
time for the whole foule of man, cither looping 
| B 2 to 


lrge AUK? + 


6 O*, Pauls Exerciſe: 
to conſcience, or refleing vpon it ſelfe : ſo the 
Hebrews eucr;z you neuer find that terme (Con- 
ſcience) with them, but (beart, iris.) So lobn 
(who moſt abounds with-Hebraitmes) far heart 
condemne,or condemne vs wot, Thus here the word 
may be vſed,though not neceflarily,& (to ſpeak 
popularly) Pasls heart, ſoule,confcience ſhal be 
the ſame thing. And thus of the ſecond terme. 
The third followeth (withent offence) it is the 
conſcience that carics the ſoule, as the foot the 
body, through all waies and weather : therefore 
Saint Paw would beas chary of this, as the tra- 
uellers of that; Conſcience ſhould not be offen- 
ded, leſt it ſhould offend, Conſcience, as the 
foot (for that is thealluſion) is then offended, 
when the welfare of it is impeached:the welfare 
of it ſtands in its fit conſtitution, and working, 
or managing of its proper ations: which as 
Paul deliuers them, are ; 


1 Knowing, 

2 Wimeſſng. 

3 Comforting. 

And now(accidencally)fince the fall,accuſing 
and tormenting, . And for its conſtitution, it 
ſtands in cleerencſſe,tenderneſle,quictneflc,and 
when it is cither ſo blinded ordazcled, feared, 
lamed,that it cannot doe its office,thenit is ſaid 
to be offended. 

The degreesand meanes of this offence may 
not (for haſte) be here inſerted;as time will giue 
kaue, wee will touch vpon ſome anon: inthe 

meane 


$*, Paul's Exerciſe. 7 
meane we now put together, what all this while 
we hauc bin fpeiling,and reſume our poiat,thus 
explained, 

Euery Chriftian muſt be carefully watchfull, 
that his ſoule, ſpirit, or conſcitnce bee no way 
_ by finnes, And this for explication : 
or the time, enough z for the thing, too little. 

Now follows the proofe, and that is moſt ca- 3. Proxed, 
ſie: Firſt, from Pcecepr, Aboue all keepings, 
keepe thy heart, ſaith Salomon, Pros. 4. 23. 
Next, from Example; wee haue a cloud of wirt- 
neſſes,Prophers, Apoſtles, Martyres,who would 
hazard themſelucs ypon the angry Seas, Lyons, 
Flames, rather then vpon a diſpleaſed conſci- 
ence, Thirdly, from Reaſon Firſt, for Gods 
cauſe we ſhould make much of conſcience,thac 
being his officer, and therein ſtanding the chic- 
ſeſt of his image, and mans excellency : the per- 
feion of man is his knowledge; the perfeRion 
of knowledge,is © the knowledge therof, which * 1 King. 2.44. 
is conſcience, Secondly, for our peace fake, 
conſcience being(as 4uftes often)like a wife,the 4x: in Pſa. 
beſt of comforts, if good: the worſt of naughts, 
if bad: for firſt, deale friendly with conſcience, 
and it proucs the beſt of friends,next God; firſt, 
the trueft, that will neuer flatter, but make thee 
know thy ſelfe; ſccondly,the ſureſt, that will ne- 
uer ſtart,irlies with thee, ir fits with thee, ir rides 
with thee, it{lceps with thee,it wakes with thee, 
it walkes with thee, in cuery place, beyond all 


times, Thirdly, ir is the ſweeteſt friend in the 
world: 


8 &, Pauls Exerciſe. 


world: it naturall cheercfulneſſe bee ſo good a 

houſe keeper to a good man, that it feaſts daily 

(as Salomon (aith) O then what be the bankers 

of conſcience, ſantified and purited ? what 

ioyes thoſe which will carry a man aboue 

* 9u:þ wilitwe ® ground, & make him forget the beft ot natures 
> Foch mw comforts > what comforts thoſe which will 
0%e.Chryſ. a: hg” 
#e7-04%. Tom, 5. Make one ſing vnder the whip, in the ſtocks, at 
theſtake indeſpighe of the fire? what theſt*4«+4g th 

of conſcience, that can ſooner tire the Tyrant 

than the Martyr? and can carry weake ftrangth 

(as weake as water, as it were) in triumph 

through a world of bonds, rods, ſwords,racks, 

wheeles, flames, ſtrappadoes,and whatſocuer 

elſe? Theſcioyes be impregnable and vnſpeak- 

able indeed , this peace is vaconceiuable, this 

friend vamatchablez and ſhall ſucha one, ſo 

true, ſofaft, ſo good, beeflcighted or offended? 

Secondly, offend conſcience,anditwill proue 

as the inmoſt, ſo the vtmoſt enemy, Firſt, vna- 

uoidable, doe what thou carft thou canſtnot 

ſhake it off ; when thou gocſt, it gaesz when 

thou flieſt, it runnes ; ftill it cries and raiſes the 

countrey againſt thee,itmeers thee in the darke, 

and makes thee leape z it meets thee in the day, 

and makes thee quake; it meets thee in thy 
dreames,and makes thee ſtartz incuery corner, 

y.Pauſen.m nd makes thee thinke cucry buſh to bee a may, 
Plutdeſera euecry man a dcuill, cuery deuill a meflenger 
—_— ſeat to carry thee quicketo hell : thou commeſt 
Iudes. to thy chamber, there conſcience frights rk. 
thou 


$*, Paul's Exerciſe. 9 
thoucommelt to the field, there it turnes thee ; 
thou turneſt againe,it croſſes the way vpon thee 
againe ; thou turneſ}, it turnes;\ thou crieſt, it 
cries; thoudareſt notcall, if thou didſt, con- 
ſcience fearcs not company, 

Secondly, vnlufferable, it ſtrips one of all 74g. de 
comforts at one time: if a ſicke ftomacke will © 
make one weary of chaires, beds,meats, drinks, 
friengs, all, Oh what will a ſick conſcience doe? 

Next, it puts one to intolerable paines, it 
racks the memory, and makes itrun backward 
twenty yecres, as /oſephs brethren, and Ariſts- eſe vindiite 
crates in Plutarch, yea, it twinges for ſinnes of 
youth, as 745 complaines, it racks ghe vnder- 
ſtanding, and carries it forward beyond the 
graue, and makes it feele the very bitterneſle of 
death and hell, before it ſces them; it racks the 
phantaſte,and makes it ſee ghoſts in men, Lyons 
in children, as it is ſtoried of ſome, it troubles 
the eye, and makes a murthering Theedericke ſee Procopius debel- 
the face ofa man in the mouth ofa Fiſh: it trou- pon 
bles the eare, and makes a Befſas heare thecry of *' __ 
murther in the chattering of birds: it racks all 
the ſenſes quite out of ioynt, and makes a 
Saunders runne ouer Iriſh mountaines out of his Y. 17fic.srices. 
wits : In ſhort, it ſo appreſles, that it cauſes the 
ſweating ſoule to cry with David, O my bones pgl.;r. 
ate broken ; and with Moſes, VVho knowes the Pſal.go, 
powerot thy wrath. ? And co joyne with. Salo- 
mov, A wounded eanſeience who can beare? *'*%"3: 
what-man? what Atigell? who vnder Chriſt? 

C Nay, 


pſes. 


10 $, Paul's Exerciſe. 
Nay, this ſtroke vpon the ſoule (ſeparate from 
all ia) drew from the Lox of life thoſe (ad 
cries, My God my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 
Thar which thouſand taunts,ter thouſand racks 
could not haue done, this one alone apprehen- 
ded, and felt, wreſted from him: and ſhall ſuch 
a thing as this, ſo ncere,ſo great a neighbour be 
offended ? 

Wee haue done with proofes, wee now ap- 
ply. Wherein firſt, ſhall we chide or weepe, to 
ſee the wickedneſle of theſe times, and the infi- 
vite diſtance twixt Pasl and vs? O Paxul,thou art 
almoſt alone; thou ſtudiedſt conſcience, wee of 
this age craft: choudidſt gage thine owne, wee 
other mens: thy care was to pleaſe confeience, 
wee the times : thine to walk cuenly before God 
and man, ours to ferue our felues 6n both : thou 
eucry where waſt for conſcience, weealmoſt no 
where : thou wouldft ſee conſcience take no 
wrong, now wit out-reaſons it,wealth out-faces 
it,, money out-buies it, might ouer-matches it, 
all vnder-yalue ir, | 

Its a wonderfull thing , that fo rich a Pearle 
ſhould bee ſo cheape, ſo rarea thing, ſo com- 


©. wonlyſold : furely markers are wondrous dead 


for conſcience, cucry manis readier tsſcll than 
to buy; and'to put off ypon any rates ; for ſix» 
pence a man willlye,for fix-pence he will ſteale, 


_ for1fixepence hee will ſiweare t yea, 'in ſorme 
| cauſes and Hals you 


may hauetwelue conſcien- 
ces fodone dinner. ' O- Conſcience, w_ noe 
| : lence 


- 
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ſilence at this, know thy place, doe thy office; 
cry,now thou art among Schollers, Tradeſmen, 
Iurers, Lawyers, Patrons, Landlords, Iudges; 
cry againſt thoſe houſes which diſcommon 
thee, againſt thoſe ſhops which ſell thee, thoſe 
Patrons which keepe out thee, thoſe Pleaders 
which purſe thee, thoſe Iurers which ſtretch and 
racke thee, thoſe Iudges that diſgrace and hang 
thee, 

If any of any ſort named be now within ken- 
ning, thou knoweſt him, goe, attach him,ſhake 
him, binde him ouer to Chrifts Aﬀſizes; if not, 
yet ſend word by'theſe roſucha one, that thou 
wilt haue him aliue or dead before thy maſter, 
As for thoſe which doubt of Conſcience, as the 
Cymmecriansdid of the Sun,8& ſcorne all religi- 
on as if itwere but fuperſtitiong ariſe,O conlci- 
ence, vpon taem, thunder, lighten,flaſh flames, 
and whole hells into their eyes and hearts, till 
they cry, O Conſcience, hold thy hand, 

As for you preſent, be intreated to two things; 
Firſt, talke with your hearts alone, aud in caſe 
conſcience be angry with you once, agree, elſe 
neuer ſafe; nor ficld, nor towne, nor bed, nor 
boord, nor life, nor death,nor depth, nor graue 
can render you ſecure. 

Conſcience ſpeakes not ſtill indeed, but ſtill ir 
writes, and when it ſees its time, twill read''irs 
bils ; 1ems, ſuch a time a lye, from ſuch a man a 
bribe, with ſuch a one adultery, 8c, :O prevent 
theſe reckonings thus ; Firſt,confefle thy _ 

3/7) C2 y 
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thy finne, and reuerſe thine owne doings, with 
ſome Martyrs, Secondly, ſprinkle the bloed of 
Chriſt vpon thy Couſcience, hide thy ſinne in 
his wounds, the onely place exempt from this 
Officer, 

O but my debts ſinke me, 

O but if Chriſt be thy Surety,he can pay more 
than thou canſt owe, © bur I dare not ſee his 
face, Conſcience doth ſo cry. Ay but the blood 
of Chriſt ſpeakes better than the blood of 
Abel : that cries, The blood of a Brother is 
ſhed, Vengeance: Chriſts, The blood of a Sa- 
uiour is ſhed;Pardon, O but you little thinke 
how monſtrous my finnes bee. Yea, but I know 
that if wee confeſſe with broken hearts, the 
blood of Chriſt ſhall cleanſe from all ſinne, and 
calmethe Conſcience, as /eyah did the Seas, 

Secondly, be of Pawls minde Fitſt, fet con> 
{cienceat a high price, conſider what it will bee 
worthin the day of trouble, of death, of iudge- 
ment z weigh what the price of Conſcience 
would bein hell, if men might buy their peace, 
and thereafter rate jt; and reſolue to beg, ſtarue, 
burne, dye ouer a thouſand deaths to ſauc Con- 
ſciences lifc, 

Next, vie Pasl; meanes, looke to God, and 
man, For God Firſt(with Pa}) wee muſt be- 
lecue what is written; Faith and Conſcience are 
embarked in the ſame ſhip, 1 Tim, 1. 5. 6&7 3-9. 
Hereſic is a ſelfe condemning finne. Bevnnny, 
wee mult profeſſe what is belecued ; conceale- 

. ments 
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ments and zquiuocations before a Iudge, will 
ſhake for the time, a Bilney or Crawmer 3 but will V.Pretice co 
make a Spyra or Hoſfme to roare, Thirdly, wee _— _ 

, ry. 
muſt praQtiſe whats profeſſed, conſcience can- 
not abide cither halfing, or halting, 

Secondly, for man; It we haue giuen our voice 
or hand againſt the innocent (with Saint Pay/) 
wee muſt retract ir, and though we haue wron- 
ged a Martyr (as he Saint Stephen) repentance 
will procure a pardon. Secondly, hereafter, 
our life (with his) muſt be, firſt, fairez ſecondly, 
fruitfull : and when wee thus procure things ho- 
neſt before God and man, man cannor, conſci. 
ence myſtnot, God willnot once condemnevs, 
This the generall. 

Now we haue ſoine ſpeciall errands yet tode- 3 Ye. 
liverz Firſt, to you of lower rankez Doc you 
ſtand in the face of iudgment this day, with 
Pauls conſcience, In priuate, you would ſeeme 
ſicke of the Countreyz you figh at miſcariages, 
that the common horſe is no better fadlcd: 
make good theſc priuate whiſperings by publik 
verdidts and enditements, elſe I ſhall hold you 
{landerers, You know your: charge: is any 
thing amiſſe in waies, fields, rownes, tenants, 
landlords, Recuſants, officers of any fort? now 
ſpcake, now commence it, ſpare none, Vhat ? 
Shall I endite my friend ? No, nor foe neither, 
vnleſſe conſcience binde thee z if, preſent him 
whateuer he be : VVhar, a neighbour ? ancigh- 
bour, a kinſman ? a kinſman, a Iuſtice? a Iuftice, 

C 3 my 
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my Landlord ? thy Landlord, Nay, Ile rather 
loſe my [flues, O baſeneſle, whar ſaid the hea- 


Z:roin Plut, of then toſuch a deſtard? Is not hee afraid to ap- 


baſhfulncfle, 
Demſih. 


Plat. vbi ſupras 


V. Epiſtle of 
Engliſh perſce 
CULLONS, 


peare in a bad cauſe?and feareſt thouin a good? 
And againe, if thouthus feare a lampe, how 
wilt thou ſtand before the Sun? Ay, butTI dwell 
in his houſe : VVhat then ?reſoluc as the Canta- 
brians to Awgaſins, Though my houſe & land be 
yours, yet whilſtI breathe, wil be nonebut mine 
owne,and Gods.ButI cannor liue without him 
but thou canſt dye without him:and tis betterto 
dye a thouſand deaths,than ro ſtab one Conſci- 
ence.No moreto you,but Eliahs farewel to Nas- 
man,who had the like thorn in his foot ; what c- 
uer becomes of your places,or eftates,ſowalke, 
ſo goe, as may be for your peace: for ſo thinke 
che words may truly be read, the original hauin 
bnoty:thogh theſe I grant be oftE rs. 
Next, to you of higher ranke I haue a dou» 
ble ſuit; Firſt , that you will haue ſome mercy 
on other mens conſ{ciences;next, on your owne, 
For the firſt, my meaning is, not to plead for 
the conſcience of any,cither Familiſt,or Separa- 
tiſt, leaſt of all for Hawnoes faftion,which wil not 
bec tamed, I meanethe Papiſts, theſe cry out 
(I know) of money-lawes, of bloody-lawes, 
bloody Iudges, bloody Preachers, bloudy pro- 
ceedingsagainſt pooreconſciences, But what (I 
wonder) hath ignorance, idolatry, wilfulneſſe, 
treachery rodoe with Conſcience ? Had1 time, 
I chinke Icould prouc, that Popery hath _ 
c 
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the ſoreſt enemy that cuer conſcience met with- 
all in the Chriſtian world : whether doqrines,or 
diſpenſations, or medicines,or praCtiſes be con- 
ſidered, But howſocuer, an erroneous con{ci- 
encecuer bindes: $o Bellarmine dcliuers it as an 
axiom, bur better Schollers than Belarmine will 
not bee fo generall, ſo confident; they diſtin- 
guiſh, and indeed, nceds.muſt z I cannot now 
diſpute: for our purpoſe this may ſuffice, 

Firſt, ignorance is not conſcience, which cuer 
implics ſcience, 

Secondly, Canſcience hath no power to bind 
of it ſelfe, but what it deriues from ſome word z 
and where the word binds mee ( for the pur- 
pole) to come to Church, Conſcience cannot 

inde tothe contrary, | 

Thirdly, there is no word that makes conſci- 
encethe 1ule of faith, and life imply, bur as it 
is well informed, lt is ſomewhatchats (aid in 
the Schooles,an erroncaus conſciente may fuf- 
fice to ſinne, but not to vertue :{ andayell it may 
be, that it may entanglelike a common Barret- 
tor, but in proper ſpeechit cannot binde, eſpe- 
cially when a third waylics,opei,and wilfulneſle ;.. 4uy, e;;7 
willnot take it, as it is in ſomieRecuſants, Tou- 50. 
<hing theſe I wiſh they might bee firſt privately 
chnuinced; next, publikely compelled,ed media 
fiat; &loleauing them, I cometo thoſe of who 
I was ſpeaking amongſt quz felues:There bec of 
Pauls faith, who hauc not Paxls conſcienee; ſomes 
ſo wicked,that for a need theile ſweare that their cic. pro Milore. 


friend or foe wasat Rome, and /nteramna, both 
at 
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at once : ſome ſo weake, that for a great Claudi- 
#4 theil firſt dreame, and then ſiweare their 
dreames be true. Of theſe (if knowen) the one 
ſort would be aftrighted from an oath, the other 
heartened to performances, Let it bee Anti- 
chriſts finne, to fit euen in this walkigg temple 
alſo (Conſcience) and fo to terrifiemen, that 
they dare not liue, naydie (as it is ſaid of one) 
without leaue: doe not any of you menace be- 
fore hand, or frowneafter, when a Iurer, wit- 
neſſe, Conſtable, officer, hath ſaid or done bur 
conſcience: if hee doe, conſcience marke him, 
frownevpon him, purſue him as fiercely, as hee 
doth his poore brother cruelly. 

Laſtly(with $.Pav{)be fauourable to your own 
conſciznces. And here, as you muſtkeepe the 
Philoſophers diet : to faſt from ſinne; ſo chictfly 
from theſe three; firſt, from finning againftyour 

laces of trufts ſecondly, againſt your oaths ta- 

en : thirdly,againft humanicy,eſpecially a mul- 
titude : all which being againſt the lawes of the 
land, -of nations, of nature, of God, cannot 
chuſe but be moſt wrongful to conſcience, And 
hereis that which roucheth all our frecholds: I 
wil begin at home, left I ſceme partiall, 1 Tutors, 


you haue a great charge,and withall a great ad- 


uantage, a whole pariſh, lordſhip, countrey,di- 
oceſſe contracted into a few youths z keepe a 
goed conſcience rowards God and manin dif- 
charging your truſt, and fitting your charge for 


both, 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, we in the Ainifery are in places of 
eruſt, the Goſpell is committed to vs, as to $+ 
Pam; O happy wee, if wee can ſay after him, 
We preachnot as pleaſing men,but God which 
tries che heart : wee are men of conſcience, let 
_ conſcience rule and maſter vs:haue we charges? 
when they pay for theirdictafter a hundred a 
yeere, let Conſcience tell vs, chat fiuc ayecre in 
conſcience will bee too little, Are wee inthe 
Pulpit 2 bring Conſcience thither, and loſeie 
not there; let Conſcience chooſe the Text, pen 
the Sermon zand if (with Chryſofome) wee hauc 
once been carricd with applauſe, now let vs de- 
light in their repenting, and our owne conſci- 
ence, 

Thirdly, Patrons, you are farre entruſted with 
the Churches goods, her portion lies in your 
hands z Landlords ye bee,butnort Churchlords; 
you are but executors,nay-fcoffees only in truſt; 
if you muſt haue a fee for paying a duc legacy, it 
is notan apocryphall competency that will ſtop 
conſcience mouth : Be not deceiued(ſaith Saint 
Pasl ) inthis caſe, Godis not mocked mens <,, . 
ſoules were boughtwith blood, they willnot be = 
ſold better cheape: let not the priceof blood 
come into your common treaſury;ſertnot ſoules 
and ſchollars on crying,we cannot liue for want 
of teaching, nor wee teach for want of liuing, 
this will not proue comfort one day, 

Fourthly, Ziewtenants, you bee in places of 
truſt, turne Theaters into Artillery yards with 

D Pyrrhas, 
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| Pyrrhus, and when you muſter, make not Toabs 


muſter, by halfes, 

Fiftly, as for you much reuerenced andho- 
noured Fathers, Sheriffes, Iuſtices, 1adges, beſides 
cruſt, you haue taken an oath for the common 
good; if eucr (as I truſt eucr) yon make conſci- 
ence of any thing, you will of an oath; good 
Fathers, make conſcience Porter at all your 
gates,let none come in or out withour this Por- 
rers leaue : let Conſcience lead you thorow all 
chambers to the hall, and tell you,theſe roomes 
were built, theſe commons ordained, theſe pla» 
ces giuen to the poore,to the honeſt, to the lear-. 
ned, not toſonnes of worſhip, of honour, not: 
I know you are importuned with letters, but 


would youſend Conſcience tothe Court with a 


ſupplication, 1. doubt nor but that you ſhould 
reccine that order that Aztiorhas once made , 
That if Letters came from him or his Nobles, 
tothe prejudice of the Common good, his ſub- 
ies ſhould pocket --rhem as vawittiogly 
writcen. 

6 As for youthat noware, and others that 
hereafter ſhall be Sheriffs, T beſeech you know 
your place, youroath; looke to vnder-officers 
that they. abuſe not poore men with exactions, 
and executions g the countrey with taleffes and 
other exorbitances; look to yonder Cafte(your 
charge for the time)ſee what order is there kepr, 
which corrupts (iffame lye ror) more than cor- 
res : looke ypon thoſe poore foules, which - 

ally 
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ally be as vnfit codye as to liue, for wantof in- 
ſtruQion; and let Conſcience perſwade you to 
take ſome publike and ſctled courſe for them a- 
mongſt your ſclues, 

Soucnthly, and touching you(much honou- 
red 7uſtices aud Gentlemen) no more but ſo , till 
I come toa Iudges duty; you are ſworne men, 
I beſcech you peruſe your oath : and if you heed 
nota Plutarch ora Plisy, which cry ſhame vpon 
choſe Magiltrates that will fit by the fire, or bee 
in the field with reapers,when they ſhould be on 
the bench, & caſt more to end the Seſſions, than 
toamend faults; yer feare that double cannon 
which Gods word diſcharges vpon the negli- 
gent, Curſe ye Meroſh, which will not come to ludg. 5. 
helpe the Lord againſt the mighty z and curſed ,,,, 
bee hee thatdorh the worke of the Lord negli- 
gently,and with-holds the ſword, 

Generally, all yee that are more publike and 
eminent, remember you are Chriſtians,you are 
men:ſay as good Neherriahtouching your poore 
tenants,brethren,vnderlings, they are our fleſh 1c, 5. 
and our brethrenz if you ſtiffen your ſclues a+ 
gainſt their cries, when they lic ar your foot as 
Joſeph at his brethrens, O brother Jjdh, helpe; 
why, brother Zew#; why, brother Zebalon, all or 
ſome pitty mez know that a time ſhall come, 
when-Conſcience ſhall cry vpen you, and you 
ypon God, but all in vaine, 

Eightly, 1 cond with you, Reucrend 7#d/es : 
God ſpeakes Law by you, Conſcience by vs ; in 

D 2 both, 


ſage famili 
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both, hee, and he alone muſt be acknowledged, 
Your perſons [ neither know, nor touch : with 
your Conſcience my buſineſle is this, To mind 
them, that they may mind you of, ficſt, your pla» 
ces, and fecondly, your oaths. 

For che firſt, your place (in ſumme) is ver 
publike, and your renerend ſelues muſt be whol- 
ly publike z you eatnot your owne bread, poſl- 
{eſſe not your owne ſeat, ſwallow not your own 
ayre;you may not here know your owne friends, 
owne your owne words, thoughts, breath, but 
loſeyour {clues in. the common cauſe, as-riuers 
their names in the maine Ocean, Particularly, 
the Lord honours you with theſe titles, Firſt, 
you are termed Fhzelds,your place is to ftand be- 
tweene God andthe people z and by timely cen- _ 


ſuring knowne finnes, and Ro—_ for vn- 


knowne, to keepepublike plagues and the land- 
apart; your office is to plucke the ſpoile out of 
the teeth of the mighty, as 146 did; and to be- 
ſtride your _—_ brother, when hee is ſtricken 
downe, Alas, Iuſtice wil! fall in the ſtrects, and 
ſwound at the barre, if you doe notſupporther;. 
a poore man eannot bea conſtant Tearmer,and 
retaine halfe a dozen Lawyers at once : hee can- 
buy beggery withas lictle.caſt, and leſſe paines 
at home, and therefore heeds his people; Hus- 
band (faith the wife) father (faith the child) ler 
all goe, let vs liue together tho wee ſtarue toge-. 
ther : di& you butſce thetecarcs that are ſhed in 
lies de the beginning and ending of 
"3 tearmes., 
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rearmes, by occaſion of tedious ſuits, your 
hearts would bleed, Next, you are tearmed 
Heires of reſtraint , ſtand for your inheritance , ludge2.7. 
and(wharyou may)reſtrain multitudes of ſuits, 
delaies in ſuits frowne vpon thoſe Athenians, 
who will neucr heare of peace, till they bee (as 
he ſaid) clothed with blacke 3. vpon thofe quar» 
relling Ammonites, that rake amongſt- the Iudg.::. 
moths(as one ſpeakes)for a title that was rotten 
three hundred years before : -frownevpon thoſe 
Tertullufles, ws carenot what the cauſe beg (o 
the fee bee good : frowne vpon the drunkards, 
fwearers, and other Bclialiſts of this age, and 
botches of the ſtate; and as your place is, /vde. 
18. put them ro ſhame. | 

Thirdly, you arecalled Healers : would God E=3+ 
you would go to the quicke, and heale our brea-= 
ches in the cauſes thereof, The Countrey is ficke 
of ſuperſtition, idlenefle, vncleannefle, thefts, 
and the like; bur whence the diſeaſe? that would 
be thought vpon : the-idle is whipt,but who ſers 
him on worke? the vncleane ſeruant is puniſht, 
but who pirries him for mariage? the ignorant 
is cenſured, but who teaches him >the wanderer 
13 paid for roauing, but who puld downe his 
houſe ? poore:men indited for eating of ſheep, 
but who cndites ſheepe for eating of men ? the 
law takes order for all (you will ſay) -weeread 
itenacted, would we could fee itexecuted. 

Next, as you muſt begin at the cauſe, ſopro- 
cced in order : healc the greateſt breaches, lle- 

D 3 name. 
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name butonein the State, two in the Church ; 
andI would you wereas able, as I preſuine you 
are willing tomake them vp, 

The firit is a decay, not of huſbandry, but of 
hutbandmen : twas once the ſaying, That the 
Husbandry and Yeomanry of England were the 
freeſt men in the world : but if all paiments and 
emploiments be rolled vpon them, whilſt Land- 
lordsencroche&Vurers gotole-free,the whole 
body will be leane, when the belly is ſo lanke, 

For the Church there be two maimes, which 
would my blood could cure, The firſt is, the 
miſplacing of Church liuings:wkich once made 
improper, run too often into Papiſts hands;who 
haue wit enough to defeat law , and to preſent a 
Clerke that is blinde and poore enough, The 


ſecond is the paring of other Church liuings. 


Men may ſpeake their pleafure of the pride and 
idlenefle of the Clergie ( ncither of which, 
where cither is found,ſhall by me be defended) 
but this I am ſure of , by reaſon that now and 
then (ic is butnow and then) a peece of gold is 
putinto my hands to giuea Scholler: ſomemen 
who can be charged with neither, haue ſcarce 
any bookes inthe ſtudic, any bread in the cub» 
boord: and (that which is worſe) there is ſcarce 
a countrey Preacher that hereafter will breed 
his childe a Scholler ; partly becauſe he cannor, 
pouerty it ſelfe is now ſo deare: partly becauſe 
he ſees no liuing can be had without the loſſe of 
two the deareſt things, liberty and ” 

the 
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the world hath found a remedy to helpeall this: 
firſt, ler them nor marry : ſecoudly, let them 
teach ſchoole, Heare O ye heauens, and bluſh 
at theſe anſwers : that which is granted (ro wit, 
maintenance and marriage) to euery painfull 
Tailor, Tapſter, Cobler, thats denied ro Chriſts 
Ambaſſador, becauſe hee is an Ambaſſador: 
he'muſt not line, vnlefſe hee will peece two ſuch 
callings together as will breake a backe of 
ſteele, | 
Fourthly, you aretermed Fathers: dire you 2 Dn 
muſt, corre& you may, but all in Joue. A hea- peo mags miſe- 
then man could ſay, that mercy muſt be ſhewen + 
to a beaft in his death, much more to a man in 
a Chriſtian ſtate, Tis true, when God bids ſlay, 
tis nor mercy but hypocrific to ſpare; bur yer 
mercy muſt bee m che hearr, when juſtice is in 
the hand, anda Indge muſt ſmite a finner, as 
Toſhas did Achay, as a father his child, with a 
weeping cie and feeling heart. 
Laft'y, you are tearmed gods: God hath ſet cry. ind, 
you in his chaire, tent youhitzname} ard when jF, . 
we come tothe Hall, wee come to feeand hears 
the Lordin you: Oh remember” whoſe perfon 
you {aſtaine, ſo walke that you m#yhononm him 
and your felues both'in one, Vhen che rude 
Soldiers faw the Senators at Rome fir gravely 
in their Robes, they held them gods: but fo 
ſoone as one grew waſpiſh;mddiſcoucred him- 
felte, they rooke chem for mtr, defpiſed, fpoi- 


led them, It will bee ſo with all Magiſtrates, fo 
| long 


V.Sueton. 
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long as they hold themſclues to grauity, iuſtice, 
equity, they will bee honoured as gods ; but if 
once they diſcouer the feares, -paſſions , par- 


tialitics of men, they grow into contempe . 


euen with their friends, as Tactw notes of Tibe- 
ria bis flattcrers: mans heart knowes not how 
to reuerence any thing but Gods image; where 


this is darkened, mens tongues and pens will be 


.bold with the greateſt. Thus the ſtorie ſpeakes 


of Clandixs, a very moderate and painfull Iu- 
ſtice ; butthen his wife and ſcruants turnd him 
round : of Yeſpsfian, a worthy Iudge, that could 
in iudgement forget priuate offences; but then 
he was too couctous: of Alexander,a greatman, 
of great parts; but then a kinſwoman could 
make him partiall: andagaine, hee was ftill in 
haſte; and if Desid himſelfe giue ſentence rather 
running than ſitting,a hundred to one he miſca- 
ries in the matter of Mephiboſheth : yea, this wee 


ſee in Pilate himſelfe , a man willing to haue all 


well, but tootimorous; when once that thun- 
derclap came, YouarcnotCeſars friend, downe 
falls the Iudge , and for the keeping of one, loſt 
three friends, God, Cenſcience, andC ſa too. 
It is then a diſgrace tothe Judge, notto ſample 
his Lord; but to God himſelfe an infinite diſho- 
nour, when his excellencics ſhall be concealed, 
and bimſelfe preſented to the world, a paſſio- 
nate, fcarefull, corrupt, vorighteIudge. 

It is (you know my Lords,a great finne to be- 
ly a manin publike;z but to corrupt Gods ”: 

| cor 
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Then Ida which had betrayed him , when 
be jaw that he was condemned, repented 
bimſelfe, and brought againe the thirty 
peeces of filuer, Wc. 


RISE Hee words arc fo well 
GT en | knowen to this aſſembly,char 
as W | weſhould but idle and waſte 
' 


| 2 time, in caſe we ſhould dwel 
- IE: ypon explication z they doe 
—* RS (as euery one ſeeth)make re- 

| port of 7#das his deſperate 

death, Meng” wa life: and of _ 
ues 


o 
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ſclues they fall into two parts; the firſt, a con- 
ference that paſt betweene 7#de a little before 
his end, and the Prieſts his friends : the ſecond 
is the iſſucand.vpſhot of that conference. Indas 
is firſt brought in ſpeaking and complaining, 
and then the Prieſts replying vpon him. 

In his ſpcech we haue the matter vtrtered,and 
the motiue that pricK't him forward: the imo- 
tiue, was the grudging and fretting of his con» 
ſcience, in theſe words, (Hee repented himſelfe;) 
which repentance is ſet forth from the time 
when his heart thus roſeypon him ; and the cf- 
fe whichſuddenly it wrought in him: reſt hee 
could nor, till the money was reſtored. 

The matter vtrered was in generall this, That 
he had finncd, 

In particular this, That he had betraied inno-» 
cent blood. And this is 1wdas in the conference, 

The Prieſts reply hath in it two things, 

Firſt, they ſhift the matter from themſelues, 
(Wha a ttows,) 

Next,they putit vpon him, ( Looke thos toit,) 
and fo the conference ends. 

The conſequences are of two ſorts ; ſome re- 
ſpeQing the Prieſts, of which another time: 
ſome 1uds, and they are thus deduced: ſome 
concerne the money receiued, which not with» 
out ſome egos he cafts downe ; ſome his owne 

articular ; firſt, he withdrawes himſelfe z next, 
hangs himſelfe ; and this is his cnd, 

The order of the words you ſee, the ſen " you- 

ow ; 
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know: what now remaines but that wee make 
our vic of them, - 

Firſt, you may" vaderſtand, that in another 
Auditory, 1 haue already drawne from. them 
theſe, with ſome other concluſions ; the firſt 
from the time when his heart ſmote him, thus; 

Firſt, that they that will not ſce their ſinnes 
timely to their conuerſior, ſhall ſee them firſt or 
laſt co their confuſion, 1#des might haue knowne 
what. it was to betray innocent blood ere this 
time of day,had he beene ſo happy : but he that 
will nor ſee his leſſon in the booke, muſt feele ir 
in his body, and readir in letters of blood, 

The ſecond was from his repentance and 
the companions thereof, thus ; 

Thata very reprobate may after a ſinne com- 
micted (c{pecially vanaturall finne) conceiue 
ſome ſorrow, make ſome confeſſion and fatisfa- 
Rion for it, #@as ſinnes, and much gricucs,and 
out of griefe confeſſes, and with confeſſion 

makes ſome ſatisfaction, and yet but a 1wdas. 

Firſt, what will Papiſts ſay to this in pointof 
Penance?merrie Md/dowate is here in his dumps; 
he thinkes beſt to be ſilent, and louke beſides the 
Caluiniſts for once: and Bellarwine makes ſo ſor- 
ry a ſhift with this inſtance, that I cannot war- 
rant you from laughing, if I ſhould but report 
his exception : but of them already, 

What will many Proteſtants ſay to this, who 
fall ſhort of /#d4s in this particular,& yet hope 
of Chriſt? he gricucs, heconfeſles, he makes 

S.: , F 3 : reſti- 
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reſtitution,and then goes to his place :they nei- 
thex reſtore, nor confeſſe,nor grieue,nor ſee,nor 
fecle their fin ; and muſt theſe to heaven, whilſt 
theſe? Nay, how neerely doth this touch cuery 
mans frecholdz if a 1444 may goe thus farre, 
mult not we goc as farre, and out-goe him too ? 
Verily, what he did, wee muſt doe with aduan- 
rage z he ſaw his finne,ſo muſt wee he mourned 
after ſinne, ſo muft wee z; hee confeſſes, ſo muſt 


wee; hee madercſtitution, ſo muſt wee :- and 


what more, fith wee looke for more > Surely 
this z Wee muſt performe this errand of repen. 
tance conſtantly,vniuerſally,confidently, which 


Tudas acither would doe,nor reprobate can doe, ' 


The third concluſion grew out of that of 
their anſwer, (What & that tows?) 

This it was; That wicked men are naturally 
ſo blinded by Satan, and fo beſorted with finne, 
that they can apply nothing to themſelues for 
their owne vſe: was.it le that ſuch an an- 
ſwer ſhould cuer fall fon the mouth of ſuch 
men,(|Whats that tows ?) Were not they Prieſts? 
were not they in the Temple? was it nottheir 
calling to cure diftreſſed conſciences? Nay, 
were not they the men that ſet 78d. on worke ? 
had not they their hands in this blood 2 and will 
they now kickeoff matters thus ? (Whats that to 
ws?) was it nothing tothem ro ſend this poore 
wretch to hell> nothing to embrue their hands 
in ſo much blood ? Vas itthe price of 1#des his 
ſoule te betray innocent blood, and was itno- 


thirſt 
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thing for them to ſhedir 2 and yet ſay they, 
(Whats that tows?) 

And is it not {o witha thouſand more > the Ap 
wrath of God is reucalcd from heauen vpon ma» 
lefaQors : he oftea holds an Afiizes,and here ha 
truſſes vpa blaſphemer, there an adulterer, aud 
hangs them vpin Gybbets for the terrour of 0- 
thers: Bur will the wicked ſee his high hand ? 
No: as it fared with theſe Prieſts, though they 
ſec Iwdas wallow in his owne gore,yet they haue 
nota heart to refle& vpon themſclues, and ſay 
If kee be thus entertained that betrayed blood, 
what will be our doome that ſhed ir?So it is with 
retchlefle finners, blaſphemers, prophane per. 
ſons: their ſinne is plagued in others; they, 
though as deepe as thedeepeſt in theſe treſpal- 
ſes, turne off all with this (whats that tows? ) 
Men of like practiſe, men of better parts are 
{courged, yet haue they not the grace 'to make 
preſent vic : Ifthis bee done to thegreene tree, 
what ſhall bee to the dric > But as if they ſpake 
from the ſame ſpirit, they viethe ſame words 
with theſe (Whats thatto vs?) This is a heauy 
hand of God vpon. many finners, - that when 
God giues them the faireſt warnings, ſmitcs 
their —_ ypon other mens backes, and falls 
direQly vpon their faulcs : then as if they had ro - 


dealewicha dreamer,nortwith God,they ſhould 


ſhut vp the marrer thus, Whats that tows? 
"The laſt ching wee will repeat (and then wee 

proceed) is from the larter part of their anſwer, 
3633377 (See 


Dot, 4. 


Applicat, 
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{See thew toit :)and thus it ſtands, 

Wicked men haue an ill property of a bad 
debtor : they will draw a man into a ſnare, and 
there they will leaue him in the lurch, Before 
the finne committed,who but 18d? VVould he 
berray his maſter, what ſhould not hee haue? 
would he attemptit, they would beare him our: 
would heeffe& it, they would reft indebted to 
him for cuer.1#das hath done the faat,and with- 
all hath vndonc himſclfe ; what fay his friends, 
Lookethouto that, Oyce heauens,biuſh at this 
vafaithfulneſſe! But this is the guiſe of wicked 
men, they will draw one into the dirch, and 
there will leaue him to finke or ſwim, And 
this the hand of God ypon offenders, when they 
wil buy mens fauour with theforfciture of Gods 
loue, they are ſhut out of heauen and earth, 
both at once. 

Why then letno man finne to pleaſe men , 
let when terrours beon his ſoule,he be returned 
with this anſwer, (Locke thew ome it.) Andin 
caſe wee haue broughta guilt ypon any mans 
foule by cxample, allurement, enforcement,&ec. 
lets not be ſo mercilefle as to turne him off with 
(See thou roit.) Burlet vs be as ready toapplya 

laifter, as we were romakea wound : and (vn- 
efle wee would hauc two ſoulcs to anſiver tor) 
further his repentance, as much as wee haue 
done his rebellion; L 
Andthus we haue acquainted you with whac 


was obſcrned from the conference:now if I may. 


1Ntrcat 
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intreat your company to the conſequences of 
this conference; I will as briefly as I may deliuer 
my ſelfe in my countrey manger of that which , 
I haucto ſpeake. 


The Conference ended, the nextnewes wee This was prea- 
heare is this, The money is returned ; - what <bedinthe V- 
ſhals make of this ? had 1#4& made ſo hard an "*%Y- 


aduenture for alittle noney, and is hee weary 
of it ſince? VVhats the matter thatthis money 
can haue no maſter} would 1#da hane fetcht 
them within the guilt of this finne roo > would 
he (had not ſorrew put him to filenceyhaue ſaid 
vntothemz; © O yee treacherous and bloody 
© men, it was your ſinne, as much as minc, I 
« failed in taking, you as much in giging: this 
<< vnhappy coyne,the price ofmy maſters blood, 
« and of my owne ſoule, therefore with your 
« wages take home your werds (Looke you to 
<< ir allo) for you ſhallanſwer itas well as I, Or 
was it the ſtrengthof anaturallconſcience(fur- 
thered by a thumpe on the backe by a diuine 
hand) chat cauſed him thus to lay vp all ? truly, 
both; 1#das as he was content to fin with them, 
ſs is he notvawilling that they ſhould bee pla- 
with bim : which way a man-gocs , 

e would faine have ic, being a ſocia- 
ble creature:he would neither to hell nor to hea» 
wen. alone : Looke how the two women before 
Solomon did quarrell which ſhould haue the 
child fs theſe this baſtard finne : Jes thy deed 
(fay the Paiekts) wieelfe - Te 


and 
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and therefore looke thou te it : Its yours (faith 


| Indas) witneſlſe this money giuen,and therefore 
* looke you toir: Iknow Tam deepe cnough, bur 


I hope you ſhall haue ſomewhat; and thus they 


"agree like theeues condemned, it was long of 


han,and of him, bur all bee theeues : and like 
Schoole-boyes vnder the rod, he began, and he 
began,bur both be naughty boyes ; ſhould wee 
vpon this ground purſue our apprehenſions, we 
ſhould fall into a path formerly beaten, and 
therefore Ile ſtep ouer to the other conſequence 
ol reſtitution, 

Indas was now in wofull plight, his heart was 
too heauiefor his bedy, his body for thecarth ; 
finke hee doth, and that to hellif hee finds nor 


{peecy lightning ; lighten him nothing could, 
c 


vnlefle the money were deliuered; the money 
thereforc he deliuered; thirty peeces hee,recet- 
ncd,thirty he reſtored; hurt it had done him,bue 
ao goed: taken it he had, andwould haue kept 
it;but that he conld nor, away it muſt againe, In 
him then wee ſce what it is tohaucill gotten 
goods in our hands, - 

The Conſcience once awaked wilt deny one 
all peace,tilthe hath faithfully reftored what vn- 
lawfully he hath gotten. A ficke conſcience can- 
not endure the fight or ſent of miſgotren goods, 
it hath the property of a watch Dog, ſo ſoone 
as it-winds afilcher, it opens and purſues him, 
and nothing will ſtop his cry,till thar which was 
theeuiſhly taken be laid downe': Iwdes may _ 

| wacke 
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where hecan, buthis conſciencenow awakened 
will dog him till that the whole thirty bee lefr 
where they lay: Truthir is, peace doth not al- 
waies wait vpon reſtitution, ſometimes men re- 
ſtore goods,as the ſtomacke doth mear, becauſe 
they cannot hold it; ſo it fares with 1»das, hee 
hid a moerſel| that hanged right for his mouth , 
asat firſt hee thought, bur itdid ſoburne him, 
that needs hee muſt reſtore it, Belecue ir, the 
conſcience, when once it begins to ſpeake, will 
ncuer bee friends witha man, till ſuch manner 
wealth be forbid the houſe, 

Ill gotten goeds be to the heart as the Cana- 
anites were to that good land : the land groned 
till it had ſpewed out them, the conſcience tra- 
uels till its deliuered of theſe : they are to the 
foule as 19n4h to the VVhale,the VWhale had de- 
uoured him, but could net reſt till he was reſto- 
red; ſoits with the conſcience, if men play the 
Whales, and make fiſh of all that comes to ner, 
the conſcicnce will beas weary ofſuch a burden, 
as the Whale of the Prophets bones. Zephar, 
Tob 20. 12, 13, &c, ſpeakes fo well to this 

int, that wee need no further witnefle, hee is 
in hand with a compariſon which lies thus ; Ri- 
ches he compares to ſweet meat; ill meanes in 
getting of riches to poiſon in meatsy the com- 
paſſing and holding of Gich wealth , to the ca- 
ting and deuouring ofſuch mear; the paine and 
plagues that follow ſuch goods ſo holden, to 

that accompany ſuch deuourcd morſels : 
G 2 poylo- 


- 
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yſoned meats if deepely drencht with dead- 
ieſt poyſons (as the poyſon of Aſpes and Vi- 
pers be his inftances) will not afford any long 
peace, they wring the bedy, they prouoke to 
— — _ and yo ren the 
inward parts w vpall; yea, they bring a 
ſore, a 619 —trr rare, ath 7ehorvs no wn, 
mercy in miſgotten goods;they inſinuate them- 
ſelues like ſugercd poiſons, bur hauing once ſei- 
zed vpon the bowels, they worke, and fret, and 
gaule, and gnaw, and cauſe a man to lay about 
him : if they come away without ouermuch 
ſtraining,rhe party (happily) recouers himſelfe; 
it once they haye claſpe about the hEirr, and 
rooke poſſefſion,they bring vp heart and all, as 
it fares with ade: as then the deadlieſt poi- 
ſons willdeepely wound, and fure!y kill, voleſfe 
a man bee quickly deliuered of them, fo will vn- 
tuſt pofſcſſions too: Will you ſee Zopher exems 


Achaw was forbidden this poyſon, but hee 
would bce ſipping :- hee dranke butonce, bur 
what follewed ? the mans life; hope; was fauted 
in another world: But the purgeWas ſo ſtrong 
and working, the vemit fo violent, that jt 
brake his heart, Abb fed on the like, butnor(1 
thinke) with like fuccefſe, rhe poyſon was not 
vomited vp,therefore fe man died ypon it,and 
infeQed his houſe roo : Our preſent inſtance 
might make a third, but we hauc faid enough to 


Whar 
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What may be the reaſon that ill gotten goods 
will be ſodHgerfull > His fimilitude implyes 
two: VWhasthe reaſon poiſoned meats ſhould 
hold no mere agreement with mens ſtomacks? 
One is from the nature of the mear, becauſe 
poiſoned: one from the nature of the ſtomacke, 
becauſe it expels things hurtfull; che ſame muſt 
be ſaid for vnlawfull poſſeſſions, they are poiſo- 
ned with ſmne,and enuenomed with a curſe, like 
the Iſraclices Quailes. Next, as in the ſtomacke, 
ſo alſo in the conſcience theres a naturall defire 
of caſing ir ſeife of noiſome burdens: the Seas 
haue their purge, {o alſo haue the waters that 
arc full of vermine : cuery thing ſeeks its owne 
ſafery, and ics enemies ouerthrow, ſo doth the 
conſcience in ſpecial forr,and hence eucn part» 
ly from Gods curſe, partly from finnes poiſon, 
partly from the worke of a naturall conſcience, 
it. is that vnrighteous Mammon isas welcome 
to.the conſcienceas poyſon ro the ftommacke, or 
water into a Ship; one muſt our, or all muſt 
Now then to come to application: Is this true 
which hicherto wee haue built concerning mil. 
gotten goods? chen. fee what may bee inferred 
yponit, 
| FFieſt i followes, chat their courſe for the time 
jisndne;, either of the wiſcſt or ſafeſt, who 
ake themfeluss to lilee meanes, eirher for the 


getting or the beans and riches: 
&3 


eruth ic is, -the world much applaud your: 
ot might 
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mightieſt hunters, and greateſt hoorders : he 
that can raiſe himſelfe our of ſmall beginnings 
toa great eſtate, and hath witcnough ro kee 
his owne, and to catch other mens, heeis the 
man, his head is ſtrok't. But what great craft 
pray youis there in ſinning ? what great skill in 
the deuils trades? what policy in killing ones 
ſelfe 2 what wiſdome in drinking poyſon ? 1udas 
I confeſſe, caries it a while, and hill he plaics 
by himſelfe hee winnes all z hee, why hee had a 
reach beyond all the reſt;whilſt Chrift was living 
he could make his vic of him, and in the meane 
lay in for re times z ſo skilfull an hypocrite 
(as hypocrifje you know and ſtage-plaies are 
neere a kinhe)that he was for any part in the de- 
uils play , now a diſciple, now a traitor, now a 
friend, now a foe; VVhat would not hee doe for 
money ? and ſo doe it, as that hee would not be 
ſcene: But who will bee a loſer if heemay be 
his ewne pay-maſter ? let vs ſurame vp «- 
das his gettings for him, and ſee his mar- 
kets : he dreamed of ſpeciall fauour from the 
Prieſts , doe they fauour him ? his thoughts 
talke of preferment, doth ir fall> hee promi- 
ſed himſelfe ſome cemfort from his filuer , 
doth hee finde it? No, no, his friends are 
now his foes ; his filuer,his fickneflſe and diſeaſez 
happy hee if he could now bee rid of it, happy 
they if they could be rid of him : thrice ha 

he if he had becne as ſimple as his fellows, hey 
had the grace to keep their peace on earth, their 
acquain- 
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acquaintance in heauen, and fo to poſſeſſe 
themſelues, Witty 1#das that had a ftraine a» 
bouec the reſt, loſes his peace, his Maſter, his 
foule, himſelfe, for the Prieſts, and money z and 
now hce cannothaue them, they will none of 
him, hee will none of it: Thus they gaine that 
be thedeuils faQors,thus they rife that fall from 
God: If this bee wiſdome, Indas was no foolc : 
if this was folly then, its no policynow, 
Secondly, Thus wee inferre for times paſt; 
Sith vniuſt gaine holds, poſſeſſion againſt true 
comfort, and a galled conſcience will ncuer 
ceaſe wincing, till ir be disburdened of its load; 
ehey that haue vſed a falſe finger,and made lime- 
ewigs of their hands,muft now carctully reſtore 
what vnconſcionably they haue gotten, Vee 
read of one Hicah, Ieag. 1 7. whohauing ftolne 
firft, and after heard his methers curſe vpon his 
ſtealth, was ſo affrighted therewithall, thathee 
durſt not but accuſe himſelfe, and 1teturne the 
money: now if the curſe of a paſſionate wo- 
man was ſodreadfull vnto him how much more 
ſhould the curſe of ſo mighty a God be terrible 
totheſe? Thereforeas hee in feare of his mo- 
ther, ſo they in feare of their Father, ſhould 
make a ſpeedy reſticution : a duty I confeſke ve- 
ry ſtrange, but moſt neceflary z much commen- 
edin the Word, though little practiſed in the 
world, 
Its this, If to our knowledge wee haue beene 
wrongfull (cſpeeially in any eminent ſort gs 
enac 
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that the party be ſenſible of it) roour brothers 


eftare,its our part to ſee that ſome recompence 
be made, either to him, or his, or the poore, In 
the fiſt of Numbers you hauc the duty, with 
ſome caſes propoſed. Vander the Prophets, 
Samuel makes profer of it in caſe his gouern- 
ment could be challenged, And in the Goſpell 
Zachews is content to vndergoe the cenſure of 
the Law, if theft could beprooucd againſt him 
and ro make a fourctold reſtitution, beſides a 
free-will offcring, and ſurely, fith the wound is 
now as wide as cuer it was,the plaiſterhad need 
bec as broad : wee haue as many pucloyners as 
cuer, and therefore there ſhould be as many re- 
ſorers, 

I bethought my ſelfe where my ſpeeches 
were te fall,clſc I could not haue forborne ſpea- 
king to foure ſorts of men ; firſt, Landlords ; ſe- 
condly, Lawyers ; thirdly, Patrons z fourthly, 
Traffiquers of all ſorts; all which (I mearcof 
all ſorts ſome) haue beene ſo tranſcendent in ta- 
king, as that now its time to thinke of reſtoring; 
Idoe not loue te ſpeake to men abſent ( and I 
thinke ſew of cach fort are now preſent) and 
therfore [le reſerue my ſelfe ro ſome other place 
and accaſion : meane while, if any mans heart 
em calls him coſener, I aduiſc him to make 

is peace as he meanes to eſcapea ſhaking, hee 
may thinke to filence God and his conſcience 


. with a ſecret confeſhon,and to fatisfie the world 


with a dole at his death : Butif God may bee 
| heard, 
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heard, ſatisfaQion and ſacrifice muſt goe toge- 
aher : or if man mult ſpcake, you know the Ca- 
ſurſts axiome out of Aaflenw, Now remittitar pec- 
catum, niſi reftituatar ablaturs9, That which is ill 
raken,muſt be well reſtored, or elſe the guilt re- 
maines: when the conſcience puts a man in 
mind of ſome cofenage, there muſt paſſe ſome 
a of refticution, art leaſt a deſire if meanes bee 
wanting (for ſo the Father would bee vnder- 
ſtood) or if ſatisfation cannot bee made by re- 
ſitution, yet it muſt by humiliation; to Gad 
ſimply; to man, in caſc it make for a common 
peace, 

Iam very ſenſible of che difficulties that oc- 
cucre in this doctrine : the theame is very large, 
neither is there a matter of greater diſpute a- 
mongſt the Caſuiſts than this of reſtitution;and 
I am ſorry that in this better part of diuinity, 
wee haue few better guides than confeſſors, 
Canoniſfts, Icſuites: many caſes by them are 
well pur, bur ill anſwered : how vnſeaſonable in 
it ſelfe how preiudiciall to the offendant,an ac- 
Lnowledgment in ſome caſes may be, I am not 
ignorant: when and how to make reſtitution 
will be learned ſomerimes berrer by conference, 
than by a ſet diſcourſe:circumftances ſo vary the 

ion, that little can bee ſaid cothe manner 
till the caſe bee knowne, onely the matter muſt 
bee preſſed vpon mens conſciences; and were 
they ſoft and ficke, they would rather take this 


yomit, than hazard life, | my 
Fl Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, a third inference reſpe&s the time to 
come,and thus wee inferre the point, Are miſ- 
gotten goods ſuch trouble-houſes? are they like 
that horle of Sew iu; the tory, fatall tothe ow» 
ner? Be wce then aduiſed how wee bring ſuch 
gueſts ro our houſes ſay rather of them as the 
heathen did of his goods, I had rather I 
ſhould loſe: them, than that they ſhould ſpoile 
mee, If happily it bealofſe to loſe a draught 
of poiſon, let this bee rhe reſolution of cuery 
ſoule; 
© If Godgiuewealthby honeſt meanes,ble(- 
« ſed be his Name;if.not,by his grace Ile neuer 
« enrich my ſelfe with vnlawfull ſpoiles, lle ne- 
+ uer ſell my peace for clay, forfermy foule for 
© that which I cannot hane when I haue nor my 
© ſelte; what though I be bare? wholſome frieze 
« is better than infe&ed vehier': what though F 
«fare hard ?' dry bread is berrer than poiſoned 
© daintics: what though my children bee kept 
* ſhort? I had rather pinch them than feed them 
« with blood :what though I muſt come lower? 
©<1ts better rofa}}rotheduft , than ro hell with 
* 7udas: once forfeit my peace with him, and if 
* God take the forfeiture, Tam'gone z I cannot 
* haue money, I cannot haue my ſelfe. 
This,this miiftbe chEreſo}urton ofcuery Chri- 
ſtian,that knowtswhat it is to bee at peace with 
heaucn, And'in the home-prefling of this would 
Ipend mine allotred time,were I toſpeak to the 
manyzbur inthis retired Auditory, whoſe life is 
| more 
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more reſcrued, and hath lefle proſpe& rothe 
world, I ſhal thinke my ſelfe ſufficiently diſchar. 
gedof this point, if I ſhall winde vp all with a 
two-fold exhortarion ; the firſt ſhall be to Tu- 
tors, and theſe (Nay not], burthe Lord) in- 
treats by the knowledge he hath giuenthem, the 
maintenance he hath allowed them, the truſt he 
hath repoſed in chem,by all the fauours he hath 
caſt ypon them, to antwer the ſtipend they re- 
ceiue, and to oucrlooke the charge thats com- 
mitted cothem, Ah, my brethren, irs no ſavall 
charge to haue the care of body; of ſoule, of 
witz to worke ſo immediatly vpon chenobleſt 
parts of the ſoule; no ſmall priuilege , no lir- 
tle honour thats put vpon you by the Lord,that 
you ſhould be nur Schollers onely, vnder ſome 
Crazippms, but Teachers in Athens, in Ifracl: 
What could the God of heauen doe more for 
you then eſtabliſh you'in ſuch a place? Whar 
could the fonnes of men doe more for you then 
entruſt you with their deareſt pledges ? and put 
into your Hands the very ſouls ef: ehildren> in 
this caſe if you ſhall be wanting ro/your ſelues, 
to your Pupils, to this place, willnort the charge 
be vnſufferable > VVhat can you anſiver for yout 
ſelues when this your mother ſhall ſay, < My 
«owne fennes lane beguiled me of Schollars z 
&« when your forlorne Pupils ſhall hereafter ſay; 
© qur owne tutors were our greateſt hinderers : 
© VVhen parents ſhall ſay, Thoſe wee moſt tru- 
« ſted, and beft rewarded; hanemoſtberraicd 
H 2 Vs: 
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«ys: when the Church and Common-wealth 
© ſhall ſay, Weare maimed by thoſe whom we 
« purpoſcly maintained to make vp our brea- 
«ches : how will you look ypon the money that 
was recciucd for nothing ? what comfort can 
you hauc in keeping that you neuer carned-? 
what is it to /#d4s tohauc money, when itis the 
price of blood ? what to any when it is the price 
of ignorance, of idleneſle, of wantonneſle > 
what will it preuaile a man to haue gotten by 
Schollers, when they hauec loſt by him? loſt their 
time, their ſtrength, themſclues > What com- 
fort to ſay This I receiue quarterly of them,and 
for this I betray them to all miſeries. 

O my brethren,the conſcience of euery man 
muſt be once awakened, and then goods gathe- 
red by a deeeitfull hand, will le like a moun. 
raine vpon our ſoule,then a man ſhall be woun- 
ded thar he cooke ſo muchthat he did ſo little z 
then he ſhall be made to cric with 1ades, 1 have 
fanned, and peace he ſhall haue none, till he hath 

ut off the{gpneys and therefore if any mans 
rt doth.charge him with vneruſtineſſe in this 
behalfe (for my part I know but few faces here) 
I know none other remedic for matters paſt; 
than to crie ;: and for after times let the 
Lord, nay his owne peace,andquier,and credit, 
obtaine thus much of him, that he will forbeare 
ynearned pay, and be as nimble, at the leaſt, ro 
doe the worke, as to finger the wages, 
The ſecondis to mybrethrenin the Miniſte- 


TY, 
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ry ; fith goods il! gotten will newer giue any 
ſound comfort or content, let this point ſtand 
(as that ſword at Paradiſe to keepe out Adam) 
to keepe off thoſe from breaking into Liuivgs 
with a breach ofconſcience : the Country I nei- 
ther doe, nor dare diſſvade you from would 
God my ſpeeches were of ſuch authoritic witt: 
you, as that they might draw you forth ſome 
times z oh that you would but enter ſpeeches 
fometimes with the neighbouring people, rou- 
ching God, Chriſt, ſaluation, reſurreion, &c, 
O Lord what Ignorance, Atheiſme , Popery 
ſhould you finde : you could not but piry chem, 
preach to them : But the thing which in the 
name of God I would prefſe,and in the word of 
a friend (who cannot bur loue the ſmoake of 
this ſoile) would perſwade, is this : That you 
would be pleaſed toenioy your happineſle here, 
till the Lord doe lead you forth by warrantable 
meanes ; and he (normoney and dependancie) 
preſent you toa Liuing; & then that you would 
take home to your ſelues that which was firſt 
vetered to Petey: Peter loweſt thow me,yea but doſt 
thou loue me; doſt thou loue mee indeed, and 
wouldſt thou ſhew it? feed, feed, feed my ſheep, 
my lambes, they are deare to mee, let them be 
precious to thee; I beftowed my blaud vpon 
them, beſtow thou thy paines.. bas Pr 

Thethird is to thoſe who haue any hand in the 
beſtowing of places and Fellowſhips ; at whoſe 
girdles do hang the keies of theſe goodlyNaioths, 

| H 3 ſhould 
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ſhould Ignozance haue acceſſe into theſe ſacred 
buildings, becauſe ſhee is rich, and ſhould lear- 
ning and pictie be turned off, becauſc ragged, 
what a pitie were that? To charge that (Fathers 
and Brethren) vpon all, which I cannot prouc 
againſt any, were to {langder,nottoreproue z re- 
prouc therefore [ my nor, (ith chat in this pars 
ticular were to apply a plaifter before I knew 
the ſore; only in the generall, it may be Jawfull 
for me to tnereat you in the words of modeſtic 
gnd ſobrietic to remember your (clues, and that 
truſt that's repoſed in you; and to make vie of 
your ingeniouſneſſe and freedome in yourcle- 
ions : where ſhould pictic be reſpected, if nor 
amongſt Djuines? where learning, it not in 4- 
thess? where ſhall poore child:en be releeued, 
if their owne mother ſhould deny them bread ? 
and who ſhalldealec truſtily with the dead, when 
they thatdraw theirbreath by them ſhould be 
vafaithfull> Farre therefore be it from all thae 
arcinterefled in this Errand ,to ſuffer themſelucs 
to be ſwayed, cithggiput of teare, or fauour, or 
affection to che leaſt partialicic, it becommeth 
free ſpirits ro hold on their courſe like the Sunne 
in the firmament, as the Roman ſtory notes of a 
RomaywGoucrnour, they ſhould walke like Gi- 
eartb;ſo the Suane doth in the heauens, 

n vndaunted and ynbended reſoluti- 
id faſt then(Reuerend Fathers) and play 

"men wee know great places afford great 
temptations, but theſe mult procure greatat- 

3 1 e | tention, 
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tention; ſhake your lap of Bribes,and ſhut your 
eyes againſt gitts (which ſometimes are but 
blanched bribery) preferre learning, honeſtie, 
ſtudiouſneſſe, | 

'H6old'on ſuch a courſe of innocencieand vp- 
righteneſſe,that when you ſhall refigne your pla- 
ces to God or man, you may be bold to make 

Samuels Queſtion in the day of his reſignation, 
Whom haue 1 hurt ,aud at whoſe hands haue I reces- 
wed a bribe, and 1 will reſtore it : And yours may 
be able to returne their anſwer ; Thow haſt done 
Vs no wrong, meither hajt thow taken ought of any 
mavs hand.” Happie they that thusliut'and die, 
thas enter and refigne; bur thrice vnhappy they 
that ſell chemſelues for gaine and go!d, ſuch 
gold is Aurum Toloſamum indeed, banctull to the 
keeper: ſich gaine is. buta 7udaſſes bargaine, 
man, or match,or all muſt be yndone:andfſs we 
leaue t#das//es money, atid come to his/perſon, 
Firſt, hee-withdrawes himfelfe.- Secondly, hee 
hanged himfelfe. As to the firſt, good reaſon 
had'twdzs to gct him thenee, they were but nri- 
ferable comforters 3; but Whither goes hee, ro 
God, t6 the: Diſciples, ro any godly man for 
comlont? No, he walkes'alone,and withdrawes 
himſelfe from focietie, for ſo Matthewes word 

cHrlordo rt be takers, and is ved inthe Goſpel? 

this aRiotr of his might (if we wanted'marter) 
entertaine'vs wwith' a'poirnitortwo, for in das 
youſee; that hewho hath beer vnfaithfull wirkr 

God and the godly ifhis-taffe; wil Kar wa 
£0135 a 
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luſt to go vato them in his fearesz a wicked man 
had as licue goe the next way topriſon,as come 
before the Iudge, and when he is at warre with 
heauen, he will ſoone grow weary of mankinde. 
Secondly,in him you ſee how dangerous itis to 
waike alone in extremitie of rempration : this 
ſolicarineſſe gaue way to that diſaſter which a- 
nonfolloweth ; but of this latter. wee haue ſaid 
enough;itina word we ſhal intreat the afflicted 
foule, totake heed of folitarinefle, ſeeing. it is 
nopolicic for a ſingle wounded man to enter 
cambar with the powers of hell when hee may 
hauc helpe:andas touching the former, we ſhall 
happily.rouch it, as time ſhall ſerue, in another 
pk age: wepaſle therefore to the next thing(he 

anged himſclfe) as to the place, 4, 1, wee in 
this haſte will ſay nothing; alittle let vs beat ghe 
Text, that the vſe,may be the clearer, VVhar is 
the reaſon that 7#ds thus fals out with life? was 
he a Sadaacee, thinke you, or could hethinketo 
caſchimſelfein hell > what ſhould mouc him to 
ſhorten his dayes ? grant that he was bound for 
hell, was ic not beſt to liucas long as hee could, 
ſith he muſt pay ſo dearely for his money > Was 
itnot beſt to bemerry whilſt that laſted: Vhat ? 
was /#dz of {ofaint a heart,asto feare hell? was 
there no winc in Icruſalem? never a good fellow 
that would cntertain him with mirth and laugh- 
ter? Oh no, no; /#d« his mirth is all atan end; 
bis merry dayes arc ſpent,z death was none of 
the welcomedt fricnds, andyerdeathis beſt wel- 


come? 
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come: why, what is the matter? forſooth itis 
this z The terrours of Godare now vpon him, 
the torments of hell ſo paine his ſoule, that per- 
force he muſt to another place, and poore ſoule 
hehath lictle ſhift; either hee muſt languiſh on 
the racke on carth, or elſe once. for all plunge 
himſelfeincothe depth of hell, his now anguiſh 
puts him vpon the latter choice, an vnhappic 
choice, Buthence we ſee whata wofull thing ir 


is to be {icke of conſcience, as the Poct ſpeakes, Ewripid. 
- When the Lord turnes looſe the conſcience py, , 


of a wicked man vpen him, hee is notable to 
ſtand againſt it : the conſcience awakened is 
like a Beare enraged,it teares a manin peeces,it 
falls vpon him like ſome mightic rower, and 
cruſhes him co powder; it is like a gowtic ioint, 
ſo ſore and painful, that it cannot endure it ſelfe, 
as Berperd (pcakes, for proofe whereof I might 
callto wirneſſe the feartulagonics of Gods dea- 
reſt ſeruants z if we looke into the Word, how 
was Daes;as {pirit wounded, his bones bruiſcd,as 
he molt feelingly ſpeakes : if vnto our owne cx- 
perience, how many haue we feene (whom our 
ſoules durſt neuer cenſure, burmuch approue ) 
liepanting and groaning vnderthe wounds of 
conſcience. O what horrors, feares,apprehenſi- 
ons, haue the rongues and faces of faithfull men 
emplyecd ro; ſtanders by z and if their _—_ 
hauc beencſuch, when they haue beene bur in 


part wounded, and withall ſecretly ſuſtained z 
what then muſt rhe aſe of: the- wicked needs 
$9774 I be, 
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be,when his conſcicncefals with full weight vp- 
on him, and there is no wy + pagan. L may 
not ſo abuſe your patience, as to enlarge my 
ſclfe into particulars , S«lomoes ſhall ſufhce vs, 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare, Prow. 18. 14, 
The Gout, Stone, and ſome other diſeaſes 
are in themſclues almoſt vaſuffcrable, yer the 
ſpirit of a man (ſuſtained with hope,and ſtreng- 
thened by God) may ſomewhat tugge with 
them; but when the ſpirit that ſuſtaines all, is it 
ſelfe wounded;when God that other-where ſupe 
ports, becomes anenemic : Who, who(laith Se- 
lomon) can beare that. 

Indeed (Fathers and Brethren) who can beare 
that, when there is not a creature to a creature, 
weaknefſe to weakneſſe, but a finite creature 
muſt encounter an infinite power , weakneſſe 
muſt fight with m— man with God: alaſſe 
when the heauens fal ypon a worme,muſt 
he not needs downe > when das ſhall haue the 
carth againſt him,and hell againſt him,and hea- 
—_—_— him,and himſclte againſt himſclfe, 
muſt he not needs ſhrinke ? for proofe therefore 
Ile fay no more : lend me (pray you)alittle pa- | 
rience, till I haue made ſome application, a 
Ile coaſt with all ſpeed vpon a Concluſion, 

Is it thus with wicked men, when once their 
conſciences be awakened, that they arc ready to 
leape intothe flames to eſcape the-fire > Who 
then that hath the bowels of a man within him, 
can chooſe bur pitic the great vnhappineſle- of 
varepen- 
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vnrepentant perſons ? poore wretches they goe 
on in a ſintull path, and feareno harme, their 
conſcicnces ſlcepe,and therefore they hope they 
ſhall neuer wake : But it maynotbe fo, when 
they hauc long purſued their conſciences, their 
conſcience at laſt will purſue them ; after a long 
filence it willſpeake,andring them ſach apeale, 
that they will be at their wits ends, Sometimes 
in this life a ſparke of hell falls vpon the wicked 
ſoule, and then where is he? can he quench this 
flame with the pureſt wines, ſhake off cheſe fits 
with a pcale of laughter; can he our-ride the 

ſcriches of his conſcience as hee followes his 
ame? can he drowne that noiſe with his cries 

and hubbubs 2 can he forget thoſe gripings in 
his buſieſt cales, or leauc his conſcience behinde 
him in any place? no, no, his conſcience is his 
conſtant keeper, and cries ypon him in thenighe 
ſleeping,in the day waking,ia his greateſtmirth, 
in his buſicſt ſports : nay what ſpeake I of mirth 
and ſports? the heart is now irployed abour 
another bulſineſſe ; the defires are full of folitari- 
nefſe, the theughts as blacke as hell irſelfe z the 

Deuill (faith he) what creature is he? my fleſh 

- trembles, yer would I might ſec him:hell (thinks 

he) what place is that? fith thicher I muſt, I 

would I knew the worſt : theſe, theſe be the di 

mall thoughts of a deſperate heart, witnefle 1#- 

das, hee comes to the Prieſts and lookes vpen 

them, they cannot caſe him ; he takes his money 
and lookes vpon that, it cannot helpe him, hee 

I 2 walkes 
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walkes forth and lookes vpon the light, and is 
weary of that;he paſſes by men,he hath nothing 
ro ſay, he is beſtalone ; nay not alone,ifthere be 
any hope, it-is in hell,vf any comfort, it is a- 
mongſtdeuils; thither will 1#das to ſeeke it : Oh 
miſery, oh death, oh hell, when a man muſt ro 
hell for caſe, rodamncd ſpirits for comfort 3 O 
tudiaa, nds, whither wilt thou next? when thou 
waſt on carth, the paſſage to hell was cuer caſicz 
bur being there, there is no returne z now thou 
art gone, all is gone, thy caſe is hopeleſſe and 
helplefie : what might wee ſay te keepe others 
from thelike, will no one offender take warning 
by 1udas ? will men fay, that his ſinne was cx- 
traordinary ? Alas, had not our fnnes betrayed 
Chriſt to /#das, he could never haue betrayed 
him to the Prieſts, Will they fay that his judge- 
ment is vnuſuall, where one is thus affrighted, a 
thouſand dic in peace ? Alas, what skills it whe- 
ther the conſcience be awakened an houre be- 
fore death,or an hourcafter ? Awakened it muſt 
be , if not in this tite';' yet immediately after 
death, Andwhatis the'difference2.Firſt;There 
ta particulat;Secondly. A general Iudgement: 
eticre will bea refutreRion] and then all bookes 


muſt be opened,O my Brethren letme make one * 


argument more, for the rowſing of the ſecure, 
and chen Ile cndthis heauie vic, which 1s as .te- 
dious forme to-fpeake,as for you to heare, VVas 
Indas thus diſtreſſed when -as hee was. yet on 
earth,when he ſtood before baſe and ſinfu _ 

k £0, * woen 
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when his conſcience had him in chace for one 
only finne againſt his Maſter ? then tell me how 
the vnrepentant ſhall doc, when they muſt ap» 
peare before Chriſt the glorious Iudge, when 
their conſciences ſhal! be tully awakened; when 
they (hall be indicted in the face of all the world, 
and accuſed of all the finnes they euer commit- 
reed > VVill one {anne thus preſſed by the conſci- 
ence, make one weary of lightand life z make 
one throw himſelfe deſperately into the flames, 
that ſa he may find death by death? VVhar mar- 
vell chen though impenitent ſinners doe reach 
for death at the laſtday, and catch aſter,and cry 
vpon cuery creature, O mountaines, O graues, 
ſeas, beaſts, all or ſome, hide vs from him that 
ſitteth vpon the Throne, O that there were an 
heart in the godlefle ro make their vic of this: 
But we muſt leaue them, 

\ 'Secondly;as for our ſelues { fathers and bre- 
thren) fath tais ciuill war betweene man and his 
conſcicace is ſo bloody,what remaines bur that 
we be verie carefull to keep our peace with hea- 

.uen, hauing once concluded it?! Ar the lcaſt,ler 
itbe our care to .keepour felucs from thote (ins 
that ſet the conſcience oh grying : truth it is,the 
wounded ſoule cannot beare:the weight of any 
finge:- Bur: yet: there is adifference; ſome doe - 
morc:waſtciand havocke, more” affrighe.cand * 
twinge the conſcience: than other ſome; as all 
ſhbuld bediſclaimed, 1b theſe in eſpeciall fore 
abhorred, 1235 
*iiT I 3 And 
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And here (if time would grant mee leaue) I 
would giue way to my diſcourſe,and lay before 
you ſuch finnes which in my ſhort experience [ 
haue found to offer greateſt violence todiſtre(- 


 ſedſoules; butin this hafte I may onely intreat 


De Inftific. |. 5. 
cap. 7. $n0p of. 3. 


euery chriftian ſoule that feares ſuch plunges, 
beedfully ro auoid foure things z 

The firſt is Popery, areligion (if it may bee 
lawfull roclothe fo foule a matter with ſo faire 
a terine ) ſo prodigious, ſo ftrangely abhorring 
from truth and peace, as that it can afford no 
peace of conſcience to any many well may a 
Papiſt dead and feare his conſcience, and get 
ſuch a cruſt vpon it, that nething can enter it 
without extreme violence; but this Ile confi- 
dently auouch , that when the conſcience is 
once awakened, keauenly peace will neuer enter 
till popery goe out: I ſpeake not here of a point 
or two, butof the whole body , its ſuch a buil- 
ding, that true peace canneuer dwell in ; men 
may pleaſe themſclues in their diſputes, bur ler 
a man hold to his dcath-bed, all their tenents 
touching Iuftification, the ftate of Saluation , 
auricular Confeflion, workes of Regeneration, 
vowes of PerfeQtion, &ec, and if his conſcience 
hath any life or ſenſe, ir finkes him, as we read 
of many,or elſe driues hin to Bellarmines, Tutiſ- 


fomams, and forces him to confefſe, That in truth 


the mer- 


its beſt to repoſe ones ſelf wholly vpon 


cie of God in Chriſt. But this for point of iudg- 
ment, | 


The 
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The three next things concernepraQiſez and 
firſt, be wee all afraid of vnnaturall finnes, ſuch 
as Iudefſes murther was, for theſe thruſt ſore at 
che conſciencez if you marke it, you ſhall fnde 
that diſtreſſed conſciencesare moſtperplexed 
ordinarily with the breaches of the fixt and ſe 
uenth Commandemen:s; the foxtin caſe of mur- 
ther , which the naturall conſcience abhors ;. 
the ſeuenth, becauſe that either ſome violence 
is offcred to the light of nature by darke pra- 
Qiſes, or elſe ſome ſecond perſon is ferche with-. 
inaguilr, and thecry is great when two ſoules 
cry at oncefor vengeance, 

Here therefore letmec intreat the younger , 
if either they loue __ or fearc theſe helliſh 
ſhakings and ſcorchings, to hauean cie to theſe 
ewo Commandements : finnes of blood will 
worke a gaſtlineſſe, and finnes of vncleannefſe 
will make the conſcience ſtare,and the more vr.- 
_— they be, the more hideous crics they 
raiſe. 

The next thing I name is vnprofitableneſle , 
when a man hath cither no calling, or is vnuſe- 
full in his place: one would little thinke how 
death will ſhake the man that hath beene vnpro- 
ficable in his life, when his heart ſhall ſay vnts 
himvpon his death-bed, Now thou are called 
ypon todie, and thou art yet to liue;z- now thou 
muſt our of the world, before thou haſtdone a- 
ny in the world; now thou muſt be anſwe- 


rable for all the-houres, and daics, and yeeres, 
which 


Seneca. 
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which lauiſhly thou haſt worne out, and bee 
ſtraitly examincd what worke thou haſt done for 
ſo much wages; why, ſuch agreeting will bee 
ſufficient to aſtoniſh one,and to make ones fleſh 
torremble; and ſucha time will come, my bre- 
thren, our glaſſc will bec once runne, our daics 
ended , our eics cloſed, our waics examined. 
Bleſſed ſhall hee bee tharfo liued as he was de- 
fired; ſodied, as that hee was mifſed: Vp then 
and bedoing whilſt yeares and ſtrength permit; 
ſolong as there be arts to bee ſtudied, hiſtories 
to bee read, people to be inſtructed, pupils to be 
raught, Papiſts to bee confuted, fathers to bee 
purged,feruice to be done to God your Father, 
the Church your Mother, benot idle, rememe 
ber whatthat Romane could ſay in ſomewhat a 
diffcring ſenſe; Its better for a man to be dead, 
than not to liucz and whats idlenes but a liuing- 
dead-mans graue ? ' 
The laſt thing I would diſſivade(vpon this oc- 
caſion) is prophaning of holy things, a ſinne 
which after calling workes Gods ſeruants the 
greateſt woce,and weighs heauily vpon the ſoule: 
the holy things of God are to bee vndertaken 
with holieſt affeions, and higheſt reuerence, 
hee that will bee negligent in matcers of the 
ſoule, in paſſages with higheſt maicſty, where 
will hee be carcfull > Are weethen topray 2 let 
vs call our ſoules into Gods preſence, and nor 
flubber ouer his ſeruices: Are we to fing ?ler vs 


yoake heart and tongue together, and. nor di- 
uorce 
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uerce what God hath ioyned: Arc wee to re- 
cciue the Sacrament, and fit at Gods table > lee 
vs come as to the feaſt of God, not man : Aie 
wee to heare the word? let vs trauell with our 
hearts , that our ſoules may fecle what God 
ſpeakes : Arc wee topreach the Word? lets nor 
play ypon Chrifts ſpeeches as wee would vpon 
Ariſtotle;,but handle ſp.ciev2ll rings with ſpit 
euall hearts, + | 

Theſc chings ifwe carefully heed, making it our 
ſtudy to auoid thoſe preſſit:g euils,& next todo 
the contrary duties, our comfort ſhall bee farre 
greater,our terrors far fewer than 7wdaſſes were, 
and chis (though nor cnough, yet) in this haſte 
- muſt now ſuffice for this point: you would think 
mee ouerbold if I ſhould proſecute another 
point : may I with your fauours alictle menti- 
on it, and I ſhall thinke my ſclfebeholding to 
your patience, 

Something hath beene ſaid to the execution 
itſclfe : ftay wee our thoughts vpon the execu- 
rioner : the executioner and malefatorarc one 
and the ſame, 1#da5;what was he? he was ſome- 
times a hearer of Chriſt, a diſciple, a publiſher 
of the Goſpell. 

In the firſt voyage to the holy land, who more 
forward than 1udas ? hee wrought miracles, hee 
preacht the Goſpell, none more, yet 1#da that 
could comfort others , cannot helpe himſelfe ; 
hee that could diſlodge the enemy in anothers 
campe, is ſurpriſcd in his owne. Y. 


Do. 
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In him we ſce the lot of wicked men; though 
happily they C273 comfort others, yet in extre- 
ry ncmſclues fiake vader deſpaire : wicked 
men do bur ſpeakelike Balaews Alle,to anothers 
vnderſtanding, not their owne: looke vpon 1#- 
das at one time, and you ſhall finde him in his 
ſpeeches fullof comfort ; let him practiſe vpon 
another, and h-e.can apply the beſt cordials ; 
Chriſt (can he ſy) Is comevo binde the broken, 
to enlarge the priſoners, to ſaue the loft ſheepe 
of Iſracl; theres no reaſon chat any ſhould de- 
ſpaire hauing ſuch a Sauiour: kurt when it comes 
to his owne particular, and. its fir the phyſitian 
ſhould healc himſelfe, Chriſt is as to Chriſtto 
him, the Goſpell as no Goſpell ; hee is as farre 
from comfort,as if he had neuer preacht Chriſt: 
thus Iudas drefles good meat for others, but he 
(the Cooke) hach leaſt part init himſclſs; nay, 
that which refreſhes another, makes him ficke , 
and takes away his ſtomacke. - 

I cannot ſpeake my minde at this time of this 
point, proofes therefore Ile forbearez onely its 
needfull for me to exprefle my ſelfe more tully 
in this point, & then I apply,and then I end: for 
explication in an Auditory ſo profound, Ihane 
ſaid enough, if I pur you in minde of a two-fold 
diſtintion; we muft makea difference between 


_ being tempted to deſpaire,and ouercome of de» 


ſpaire : for rempration, its out of queſtion thar 
a good man may betempred rodeſpaire,as well 
as ud : for being ouercome,there bee degrees 


to 
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to bee obſcrued according to the accepti- 
on of the word : for if wee ſpeake atlarge, a 
man may bee ſaid to bee overcome when for a 
ſeaſon hee is foyled : if preperly a man is then 
ſaid ro be ouercome when he is, firft, wholly, 
and ſecendly,finally vanquiſhed, hence we grow 
to theſe concluſions ; 

Firſt, a good man may both in ſome particu- 
lar point, as alſo in the maine matter touching 
his owne ſaluatien, be 7;; foiled,that forthe pre- 
ſent Sathan may ſeeme te winne the field, 

Secondly, no good man(but onely the wic- 
ked) can fully and finally bee ouercome of de- 

ſpaire. 

Thirdly, wee muſt know,that the difference is 
wide betweene hauing comfort, and hauing the 
ſenſe and feeling of ic : a good man may be de- 
priucd of the ſenſe and feeling of comfort as 
much asany, but neither of a right toir, ner 
poſſeſſion oiitza wicked man may befarrefrom 
all ſenſe, 

To fall vpon that I aime atz Wee may dif- 
cerne a three-fold difference between the Saints 
tryalls and the reprobates deſpaires, 

The firſt is in their entrance into the combar, 
the deuillcomes vpon the wicked as a theefe vp- 
on the drunken traueller, either hee knocks him 
downe at the firſt blow, or clſe cakes his treaſure 
withour any reſiſtance z bur the godly like a ſo- 
ber man ſuſpe&s a theefe before hand, hath his 
weapons ready, ſtands vpon his guard, and 

| K 2 fights 
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fights ſo long as hee can ſtand, he will plead for 
truth ; ſtand for the truth of heauen cry out of 
theft'ril the deuil hath cither gag'd himby feare, 
or cheated him by craft, 

The ſecond is in the very foyle, a wicked man 
is a meere coward, when the deuill hath bound 
him, hee daresnot ſtirre, nor moue an eye, nor 
breathe, but lies as ifhee were quite dead, as in- 
deed he is, But contrarily, a —_ man,though 
he be bound and takeryprifoner, yer he is ſuſtai- 
ned witha ſecret hope; and though ina paſſion 

he will ſay, he ſhall dye the deuils priſoner , yet 
_ anonwillcorre& himſelfe : againe, though the 
deuill ſtand ouer him, as if hee would cut his 
throat in cafe heſtird; yetnow and then he will 
ſigh & ſteale a looke rowards heauen,and giuea 
gird toget from Sathan : nay,though thedeuill 
hath ſo guld him, thatnow hee is made for his 
fide,8& wholly bends himiſelfe to plead the deuils 
cauſe againſt God and the truth it ſelfe, yer is 
there an holy feed abiding in him,and a ſparke 
of heauen, which-willeftſoones verer'it ſelfe ro 
the cie of ethers, though not to his feeling. 

The thirdis in the iflue and deliuerance: when 
the deuill ſeizes vpon thereprobare, hee carries 
bim quite away into his owne countrey, as wee 
ſee in nds. But though hee foyle, and binde, 
and carry away captiue the god'y man, yet 
Chriſt (the Caprtaine ofthe Lords hoſts)comes 
to his ſuccour,and reſcues him firſt or laft, ſome- 
times the deuill is got tothe gates of death, of 


SIS 


Tudas his Miſery. G63 
hell, ſometimes he hath halfe cxecutcd the pri- 
ſonerere ſuccour comes z yet then comes com- 
fortvponthe wings of the winde; the heauenly 
ſouldiers carry the ſoule toheauen, which the 
Dcuill had dettinated to hell: thus the Lord be. 
fore the foile, helpes, in the foile ſuſtaines, after 
the foile, redeemes his priſoner, But thus it is 
not with 7#d,s, with any reprobate; the firſt 
blow ſmites him downe, the ſecond makes him 
yeeld, the third kils him out-right : «das is my 
warrant on the one ſide, 796 ſhould haue beene 
on the other, if I could haue ſtayed:but a word 
or two by way of application,and youare eaſed 
of me, 

Is it thus with wicked men,that they carue all 
the beſt from themſelues ? This may leſſon in 
two words two forts of men , Firſt, Hearers, 
they muſt not pleaſe themſclues (as moſt doe) 
witha forme ; but muſt (as all ſhould ) labour 
for the power of godlineſle in theicliues;he that 
is wiſe, let him be wiſe for himſclfe, and he that 
will have comfort ia time of trouble, ler him 
make it his owne in time of peaceand truce, clſe 
what will it auaile him to comfort others, and 
finke himſelfe, to haue thatfor others, which 
himſelfe hath leaft vie of ? 

The ſecond fort are Preachers, and here all of 
this ranke muſt be intreated to preach with the 
art, as well as with the head; to fall-ro rhem- 
lues, as well as carue to others; painful] ſtudie 


beforc-hand, and a cleanly conueyance of mat= 
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eers ſo ſtudied, are things which my foule can 
ſooner reuerence, than reach vnto: I am fo far 
from diſliking either ſtudie in priuate, or order 
in publike, or from thinking thoſe the beſt Ser- 
mons that are moſt ſudden,thatI haue cuer held 
ita prophaning of the VWord,to handle it negli- 
. gently: I know mens gifts and occaſions are ve- 
ry different, ſome haue more leiſure to contriue, 
more ſufficiencic to pur off their matter, than 
other ſome: I know alſo, that God will ſome- 
times abaſe his children in the very time of de- 
livery, when they are beſt prouided ; that ſo he 
might be acknowledged and ſought vato, both 
in ſtudy and Pulpit, And therefore when we of 
the lower forme doe ſhew faithfulneſſe ro our 
meaſure, itſhall be your part te giue vs that ac» 
ceptance that God himſelfe doth. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I haue cuer deemed it a moſt- 
ſhamefull thing tor a man whexeſocuer (eſpeci- 
ally in ſich a placeas this, where hee hath ſo 
much time,ſo many helpes, ſo vnderſianding an 
auditory) to lye hewing ata textas if he would 
lame it, through his meere negligence, and not 
any natural dete&,Let men then ſtudy as much 
as they will before-hand (the more the better, if 
Gods glory be their aime) yea & deliver it with 
the beſt art and eloquence they can, fo they re- 
member that it is the beſt art to conceale Art,as 
the Orator ſpeakes, and the beft eloquence that 
flowes naturally,and is not forced,(as cuer a na- 
tive beauty is better than a painted face.) Bur 
wi 


-- 


Tudas by Miſery. 65 


withall let vs remember what Bernard (zith ( if 
that booke De Conſcientia be his) that all bookes 
are written to informe and amend this one 
booke of the Conſcience all our reading, hea- 
ring, preaching, learning, muſt meet in this 
point; our;aimein all muſt be our owne and o- 
thers reformation : therefore muſt we reade,ſtu- 
dy, preach, that our liues may be amended all 
mult be reformed to ation, we muſt not dyell 
in the porch of ſpeculation; what then we reade 
from others, let vs make it our owne for practiſe, 
and when we be to preach, let vs draw our mat- 
ter deeper than the head, and fetch it further 
than from a booke; let vs ſpeake out of our owne 
feeling, and from our owne experlence, Like 
good Phyſitians, let vs firſt praQiſe vpon our 
{elues, and hike kind nurſes feed our hearers with 
that we haueecaten and made our owne; then 
ſhall'our hearers hearts anſwer ours, as one 
Spring doth another, and that ſhall they feele in 
their ſoules, which comes feelingly and heartily 
from ours ; then againe ſhall we haue ſo many 
arguments of comfort to our ſclues, as we hauc 
framed to others, aud reape with others, that 
which we hauec ſawen to others, whereas,other- 
wiſe if we take vp all vpon truſt from other men, 
and hauc not grace to preach co our own hearts 
in ſecret, before we come in publique, we may 
(perchancc) ſpeake plauſibly, bur not powerful- 
ly, orif ro others edifying, yet to our owne no 


great comfort, Bur after a fine diſcourſe of pa- 
tience 


Ad Ncpotia, 
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tience we ſhall be ſtil frowardy of humilicy we 
ſhall be ſtill proud, of couctouſneſſle ſtill world- 
ly, of the mercics of God ſtill comfortlefle : Oh 
then let heart, and tongue, andlife agree toge- 
ther as they (ſhould in Chriſts Miniſters, as 7e- 
rome {peaks, and let vs with Paz{club down our 
owne bodies, leſt when we hauc preacht to 0- 
thers, we our ſclucs be reproucable, 

Now the cuer blefled God which hath giuen 
vs to heare, giue vs alfo to obey his holy Word; 
Lord heale vs of the faults reproucd in vs,helpe 
vs to doethe duties laid before vs; make vs con- 

ſcionablein our dealings with men,carefull 
to keepe our peace with thee, wiſe to 
faue our owne ſoules through 
Chriſt our onely Sauiour, 
To whom &c, 


FINIS. 


S.P AULS 
CONFIDENCE 


DELIVERED 


INASER MON 


| before the Ivoezs 
of ASSISE. 


By Robert Harris, | 


F I/:../ 
| AA, 
$ 


> - Ws ail 
_ = ws —" : _ y , 
+ A ARES LS 


LONDON, 


Printed for Ton BarTLET, atthegilt Cupin 
Cheape-fide, 1 6 3 8, 


$.PAULS 
CONFIDENCE 


— 


— — 


ACTS 24.16. 
And herein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe to baue al- 
waies a ( onſcience voyde of offence to- 
ward God, and toward men. 


2 He words read were vtte- 
WÞ red by Paul ;, the place 


ns Cap 4 bitter inuectiue againſt 
RS EMDENG? G 1; 

JI COD EH him; the manner how, by 
way of Apologic and D-tence , being deepely 
ſlandered. The order of them is thus : 1. hee 


A2 wipes 
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wipes away the Lawyers aſperſions in particular, 
3. giues account of his life in the generall 

And here(for here lyes our bulineſle at this time 

he doth two things, 1.he giues vs a ſumme of hi 

Faith, ver/e 14.15. 2. of his Life, 16, In poin 

of Faich and Profeſſion Paul! and wee agree, i! 

Life & Practice we are far wide; & therefore w: 

will dwcll vpon that this hourc. This verſe the! 

containes the briefe and map of Paals life, wherc 

firſt note his ation /exerci/e) Secondly, the ſub 

ie of it, Paals ſclfe . Thirdly, the obie@of it, 
bis conſciexse . Fourthly , the endof it, ro hauc 
it voyde of offence in all caſes , towards all per- 
ſons. 

For the Firſt, Pau! doth, as Salomon bids him, 
ſet his bones to warke, and all his ſtrength. Time 
hee neither idles nor {lcights, but vſcs both dili- 
gence, Skill and conſtancy together; for all theſe 
are wrapt vp in his word. 

Forthe Second, He thought it beſt husbandry 
corill his owne ground, beſt policic to bee wile 
for himſelfe, androkeepe home , and therefore 
he takes himſelfc to-raske, and becomes his owne 
Phyſician, 

And in the third place, becauſetis as good doe 
nothing as nothing ro the purpoſe , he makes 
choyce of a good {ubic to worke ypon (conſci- 
2nce.) Conſcience jsa thing much talked'of; but 
little knowne, and yet lefle practiſed than vnder- 
ſood.I mcane nota ſchool Lecure,or Philoſo- 


phicall 
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phica!l Diſconrſe ; yer muſt Iexponnd my Text. 
Conſcience is copfidered two wayes ; one way by 
Philofophers, another way by Diuines. Philoſo- 
phy and nacurall Learning bring vs thus farre ac- 
quainted with the nature of Conſcience: i. the 
Maſters hercof (for rhe moſt partof them) make 
the foule a building conſiſting of many roomes, 
ſome higher, fome lower , whereof the higheſt is 
the vnderſtanding. This vnderſtanding is either 
ſpeculatiue, containing ſome generall notions 
and principles of truth, or practicall, containing 
the like principles 2nd axiomes of good things : 
for at the firſt there were (nay ſtill there are) ſome 
nerall principles, belonging partly ro know- 
edge, partly to practice, leftin the ſoule of man. 
Now tothis latter, belongs (in their judgement) 
Coxſcience,whoſe office is to reaſon and diſcourſe; 
and therfore belongs to the vnderſtanding : And 
its worke lyes about that which is good or bad, 
at leafſtdoable ; and therefore belongs to that 
part or reſpec of the vnderſtanding which is ter- 
med praQicall. 
In this, rhereis conſiderable, 7. the nature, 
2. the working of Conſcience. The nature; ſothey 
conceit of it,as of anaturall facultic in the vnder- 
ftanding oncly erchiefly, For the working, it ac- 
compliſhes its owne operations, and driues them 
to: an ifluc by diſcourſe, thus ; That which I 
would not haue done to mee, I muſt not doe to 
others ; I would not haue wrong done to mee; 
A3 therefore 


Cic. pro 


4 Pauls Confidence. 


therefore &c. This concluſion, is a concluſion of 
Covſcience ; & forthe premiſles they haue in their 
diftinR diſcourſes ſeuerall rermes : bur of them 
cnough. 

2 For Divines ; We may diſtinguiſh theminto 
two fourmes : i. ſome are pen men of holy Writ, 
ſome only ot priuarce bookes. Theſe latter are not 
ſoatrentiuc to the terme as to the thing;and ther- 
tore they call {omcetimes the power of ſo reaſo- 
ning, ſomrimes the whole reaſon and {yllogiſie, 
ſometimes each propoſition apart, ſometimethe 
cfte& and conſequent following ſuchan applica- 
tion and conclution, by the name of Conſcience, 
But now come tothe inſpired Prophets and A- 
poltles,andthere the word is vied(as other words 
of like nature in like caſes are)two wales, 1. more 
ſtrictly and properly,when itis itoyacd with other 
taculties of the {oule, as Tit.1.15. 1T/®.1.F. 


Claen, dixie 10 the firſt it is differenced fromthe mindein the 
conſcientiam latter from the will, 2.More largely,when tis put 
wents noſtre alone ; and ſo ir itands for the whole hearr, ſoule 


Fe. 


and ſpirit working inwardly vpon it felfe by way 
ot reflexe. Sothe Hebrewes generally ſpakegma- 
king heart,ſpirit,ſoule,conſcience, all one,cſpeci- 
ally cherwo former. So John ſpeakes in his firſt 
Epiſtle. Thus the word is here vicd,bcing refer- 
red both to God and man. Pauls conſcience, 
hearr, and ſpirit, ſound one and the ſamething in 
this place ; the difference at the moſt is but ia the 
manner of confidering. 

Well 
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Well, what would P47 with his conſcience ? 
he would hauc it 20yde of offence : he would goe 
an end in the waics of God, withour halting, 
without ſtumbling  forthats his allufton. A wiſe 
Traveller, in a rough way, is loth to offend his 
foor,lcſt that offend him : Paul is the ſame for his 
conſeience; by no mcanes would hee wound thar, 
leſt that ſhould wound him. Heace his ſtudie ro 
keepe his Conſcience verde of offence: Offence | 
fay, firſtpaſſiue: whereby his ſpirit might be grie- 
ued, ſecondly, actiue : whereby his ſpiritmighr 
oricue either himlclfe or others vaſcaſonably . 
This was his ſtudy, & thus inoffenfiue & ſtraight 
hee would bee with all perſons (God and Man) fo 
that his Conſcience (HWould' not bee vpon him for 
faltring with either,and(in all caſes,by all means, 
or at all times) as his words may indifferently bee 
conſtrued. Thus liued Pau/ at laſt, who was ſo 
wildeat firſt : why ſhould we deſpaire, hauing 
the ſameChirurgian? But of the Words io much. 
Now for Inſtructions : yourſelues ſee many , ler 
me commend the maine vynto you, and binde vp 
all inthis one. 

De, Chriſtians muſt haue a ſpeciall care of 
themſclues,that they doe not in any thing offend 
their owneconſciences. To keepe the conſcience 
from offence and hurt, muſt be the raske of cuerie 
Saint. Looke howcharic a proude wgman is of 
her bcautie, a wiſe man of his eye, a weake man 
of his ſomacke ; ſo (and much more than ſo) 

ſhould 
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fiould a Chriftian man be carefull of his conſci- 
ence,of his heart. Will you precept for this ? S9- 
lomon ſpeakes home, Pro.4.23.Aboue all watchings 
watch the heart&s. That's the tower that com- 
mands,and Conſcience is one of the Iewels thats 
therelodged. Will you example? One Paul is 
ſufficient : Hee was once averſe enough, but after 
conuerſion { in point of faith) hee was all for 
Chriſt, (in point of life)all tor conſcience,e. 23. 


Aft 23,1, Heb.1 3.38. Will yourcaſons ? There areenow 


& 2 (or,s, 
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both for the one and the other , namely , for hee- 
ding ,the conſcience firſt; and each man his owne 
next. For the firſt, we will out of manie cull but 
two reaſons. 

Reaſ,1. Giue the conſcience content and reft, 
and it will pay thee a hundred fold, and proue to 
thee,(nextto Godits Maſter )the greateſt friend 
ia the world: .. the trueſt friend; whereas 0. 
rhersare ſometimes roo ſhort in reproofes, ſome- 
time in comforts, mutter and will not ſpeake out, 
but thinke more than theyle ſay, and ſay moreto 
others thantothy face; this friend Conſcience if 
thou deale friendly wirh it ) will deale friendly 
with thee, This will round thee in the care,and 
ſay,This is well, howeuer itbc taken, 8& therfore 
be not diſcouraged : this is naught, howeuer ap- 
plauded or painred,ic iS ſtark ſtariagnaught,pride, 
bypocrifi,8c.therefore amend. Ah {brethren !) 
asno friend lyes ſoneere vs , and can ſound vs ſo 
well ascouſcicnce, ſo none will dealc {o uy 
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with vs,if we doe not offendit. 
2 Conſcience is the taſteſt friend in the world. 
Others goe and come, and ſtand afarre off, now at 
hand,now I know not where; but conſcience is 
no ſtarter,its neucr from our fides, out of our bo- 
ſomes :,it rides with vs,it firs with vs,itlyes with 
vs,it ſIceps,it wakes with vs: & as it can ſay much 
from God and of vs, fo it will if not offended. 
The {weeteſt friend in the world. A good 
cheerfull heart (ſaith So/omon)isa continuall feaſt, 
Ohthen a ſatisfied and pacified conſcience, what 
is that? what ioyes be thoſe which will carric a 
man out of the earth, and make him ſay, Though 
I haue wife, childrcn, friends, wealth, houſe, 
health, caſe, honour, 8c. after my owne hearr,yet 
theſe are nothing to my contentments within 2 
What joies thoſe that will make one fing vnder 
the Whippe , at the Stake , in the Flames ? 
Oh Conſcience, thou haft a ſpecial gift in com- 
forting, that canſt make the patient laugh when 
the ſpectators weepe ; and carrie traile fleſh ling- 
ing and reioycing through a world of bonds, 
rods,\words,racks, wheeles, flames, ſtrappado's ! 
theſe ioyes be ſtrong , vnſpeakeable indeed, this 
peace paſsing mans vnderſtanding &c. Phil.4. 

4 The ſurcſt friend in the world. Other 
friends loue notto cometo a ſicke mans bedde 
fide, or it ſo, they cannot abide to heare his 
orones,to ſeca dead man,;at the moſtthey can bur 
follow one to the graue : but Conſcience will 
make ones bed in fickneſſe, and cauſe him to W 
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the ſofter; will ſtand by him when he groanes, 
and doc him comfort , will hearten him vpon 
dcath, when its comming, and ſay, Thy Redee- 
mer liuerh ; will whiſper to him when departing , 
and ſay, Thy warfare is accompliſhed; will lodge 
the bodic in graue asin a bed , mannethe ſoule to 
heauen, and make him able to looke God in the 
face without any terrour : Sofafſt a friend is this, 
that when riches , husband, parents, friends, 
breath, life ; nay, patience, hope, faith, haue left 
vs,in ſome meaſure, this will nor leaue vs. And 
would not ſuch a friend, a friend ſorrue, firme, 
kinde, ſure, be much made of £ ſhall ſuch a one 
be offended ? 

Reaſ. 2, The conſcience offended becomes the 
foreſt enemie. The greateſt friends are bittereſt 
foes when once diuided: no wars to ciuill,to do- 
meſticall warres. T he neererthe worſe : and the 
conſcience is neereſt, and thereforc(ifan enemy ) 
the heauieſ?. 

For this enemy is, t. ynauoydable, Others may 
be kept off with ſtrength, or put off withskill : 
but fo will not confcience , no barres, no bolts, 


* nobulwarkes, can keepe that fromthy table, thy 


bed. Belſhszzar may ſooner keepe outten thou- 
fand Medes,than-one conſcience: That will paſſe 
throughall his Officers to his Preſence ; and in 
the face of his Nobles and Concubines arreſt 
him, and ſhake him in deſpight of his fecuritie, 
Nor will this watchfull Ofhcer be bobd with a 
bundle 
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bundle of diſtintions and euafions. When God 
ſers it on worke, it marcheth furiouſly like /ebs, 
and will rake thee vp with his anſwer, What 
peace ſo long as thy whoredom and fins remain 2 
As thers no reſpondent like conſcience, ſono ob- 
ietorlike rothat. A man may makeaſhitt with 
a wrangling Sophiſter, with the Diuell himſclfe, 
better than with his conſcience. For no DiucH 
knowes that by me, which I doe by my ſclte: 
Andthe conſcience ſhall haue hearing when the 
Diucl ſhall nor;for-conſcience is the Kings Solli- 
citor, and ſpeakes forthe great King, 

2. Thisenemic.is vnlufferable : it ſtrips vs at 
one ſtroke of all other comfort. A ficke ſtomack 
makes one wearic of his bed, chaire, chamber, 
houſe, meats, drinks ; yea, that meate that be- 
fore much pleaſed, now encreaſcth his fickneſle : 
So doth a {ite conſcience; it takes away the rel- 
liſh of all naturall comforts, of all ſpirituall ex- 
erciſes and ordinances ; and makes one a bur- 
| then and terrour to himſelfe. 2. it fils one full 
of horrours and vnhappineſſe, A wounded ſpirit 
who can beare the Stone, Goute, Strangury, 
who can beare 2 Yes, &c. But when the pillars 
are ſhaken, that which ſhould beare vp all is 
wounded ; when the heauens fightagainſt a man, 
and a poore creature muſt wreſtle with infinite 
iuſtice, power, &c. oh how hard is this £ The 
wrath of a King is terrible, the rage of Seas, of 
Fires, of Lyons; but ſtill here is creature agair;ſt 
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creature, weake to weake : but who knowes the 

wer of Gods anger, ?/al. go? Who can ſtand 

fore that conſuming fire not Men , nor 
Mountaines ,, not Angels. The terrours of 
God - and anguiſh of ſpitit caſts the Diuel! 
birſelfe into a frenzie, and makes him mad ; 
nay,a wounded ſpirit made theHeire of allthings 
vttcr his griefes in theſe ſad termes (ay God, my 
God, 8c.) That-which athouſand mockes, renne 
thouſand priſons and perſecutions could not haue 
done; this-one alone, when nothing elſe ailed 
him, wasabletoeffeR : and therefore good rea- 
ſon haue weto guard this part, and to giue our 
ſpirits no occaſion of gricfe, And forthe firſt; 

ſe Reaſons ſhall ſerue the turne; 

Now touching the ſecond. Euery man muſt 
keepe his own vine, and pleaſe his owne con(ci- 
ence. Why 2 Hold till whileſt Ipoure in theſe 
Rexſons, becauſe I am in.haſte, r., Tis fit that e- 
ucry one ſliouid be beſt ſcene in his owne Booke: 
and tis a thouſand pities, that in this bookithage, 
this Book of Conſcience is leaſt ſtudied. 2. This 
is a meare-ſtone that diuidesthe Chriſtian and the 
Hypocrite. The Hypocrites knowledge runnes 
outward and fromward, the Chriſtians lookes 
inwardand reflets vpon it ſclfe : the ones is ſci- 
ence, the others conſcience , the one louestobe 
doing with other mens conſciences ,. the other 
with his owne. 3. Heres the triall of a mans wiſ- 


dome, Hethats wiſe (faith Sa/omer) will be wiſe 
for 
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for himſelf ; and, The righteous hath care of his 
owne ſoule, . 4. This watching at home, kee 
out pride, iudging in buſincfles abroad, mn 
one quiet with others, tame in himſelfe, low and 
baſe before God in his owne eyes. But wee muſt 
away. 5. He will beea ſorry Phyfician to others 
that hath neucr preRiſed vpon himſelfe in this 
kinde, &Cc. 

Ye 1. Heres matter of complaint and chiding. 
Itold you at firſt, that weare of Paws Faith, not 
of his Life. Tis true in this ſenſe : Peal protefled 
thetruth of Chriſt, ſodoe we ; heecalled vpon 
Gods Name, ſo we ;, he gaue aſſent to the Word 
written, ſo we ; hee apprehended alifero come 
and refurreftion, ſowee : Butnow Pew dwels 
not in proteſtations and ſpeculations ; but hee 
comes to praQtice, to conſcience : here we leaue 
him. In this age, conſcience is vſed as loue is : 
We ſpendall in words, and (cad it away incom- 
plements; we keep none our ſclues. we hane(our 
exerciſes) now ; but they arc exerciſes of bodie, 
of eſtate, of wit, of memoric, of learning, they 
bee notexerciſes of conſcience » No ſoonercan 

ou name the thing befere ſome kinde of Scho- 
ers,but they are preſently diſputing, What think 
you? Isconſcience an act,an ha bir, or a facultic, 
or the whole ſoule with its cyes inward 7 or what 
isit 2 They ſpendtherime in defining it, rathcr 
than in refining and reforming of it, Hereot 


comes it,that whegthey are ſent for to a ficke pa- 
B 3 went, 
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rear, they be as farreto ſceke, as that Phyſician 
who hath read much, but practiſed nothing. And 
for the many; once mention conſcience,and they 
will quickly put you by with a rude Proverb, 
That conſcience was hanged a great while agoe. 
Thus the rerme is now growne odious, the thing 
it ſelfe a meere ſtranger. Certainely,tis few mens 
exerciſeto ſtady conſcience , their (owne) con- 
ſcience, Indeede Flyes are bufic about others 
ſores,8 ſo is the world about others conſciences. 
Euery one now isa maſter, nay one man is many 
maſters . He will ſit and keepe Court in the con- 
ſcience of a thouſand ; Lord ir ouer his brethren, 
his betrers ; indging all callings, all profeſſions, 
all conſciences, but his owne. I will not ſpend 
breath vpon ſuch as barke at all good , becauſe 
they would have none inthe world, I wiſh that 
all the paines of ſome Profeſſors were not ſpent 
in this ; euen inrifling others conſciences,rather 
than their owne. Religion,religion is ſomething 
elſe rhan a iudging of other men. After meate, 
the heate ſhould repayre homeward; notflye as 
farre off from the heart and ſtomacke,as the body 
will beare it : and when we hauc heard a Sermon 
of conſcience,we ſhould recoyle vpon our ſclues, 
with, What hauc I'done 2 or,Whart ſhall I doe 2 
not looke vpon another, and carue all to him , 
much lefle flye vpon them whoſtand as farrc off 
vs, aSthe King hath land. Oh menvnwiſe, who 
are more troubled with others diſcaſes than their 

own s 
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owne ; and more deſirous of peace in their neigh- 
bours houſes than at home. Well, Pa«/ would 
have beene ſorry to ſee his neighbour ſuffer ſhip- 
wracke : butyet hee is moſt chary of his owne 
veſſell , leſt that ſhould dath and receiue ſome 
braiſe : by no meanes would hehaue his conſci- 
ence offended. But out vpon ſuch Chriſtians as 
this age brings forth ; feare of man, hope of gain, 
loue of henour,of caſe,of fauour, will maket 
run ouer their conſcierice and all Gods mounds. 
Rather than the man will cndure the frownes of 
his Maſter,the wife of her husband, the tenant of 
his Landlord, hee will lye,couſin, ſweare, runne, 
ride,doe anie thing on the Sabbath : nay, for one 
pound,fhilling,groar,penny,you may hyreaman 
to gaſh his conſcience; ſo little care haue men of 
giuing itoffeace. But how farre ſtretches Paws 
care? Toall caſes, toall perſons. To all? Toall 
certainly,at all times : firſt,,owards God,ſecond- 
ly,tcowards man. Towards God : Marke this all 
yee Ciuilians, that cry out as Nebachednuenzar, 
Dax:3.0t diforder, ſo yeeot Conſcience, What 
conſcience, what conſcience £ when you are 
worſt your ſclues. A. good conſcience muſt be- 

in with God; you neyther begin nor end there. 
meere carnall ciuill mat is allforman, nothing 
for God : he payes men their owne,liues quietly 
and fairely to the world-ward , and therefore 
thinks himſclfe a man of cenſcience. But what 


conſcience is in this,to deale wel with the —_ 
an 
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and not with the Prince 2 What conſcience in 
breakingthe firſt article of agreement berweene 
Godand man , whichis, to know him 2 What 
conſcience, to dwell in Gods houſe and pay him 
no rem; toenter into bonds, and neuer thinke of 
payment ; toſmire God with oathes for mans of- 
tences ; to ſteale away time from God, when hee 
hathgiuen vs much £ Shew mee a meere carnall 
ciuill man that makes conſcience of the firſt, (e- 
cond,third, or fourth Commandement , .of get- 
ting knowledge; of ſetting vp God in his houſe , 
of forbearing an oath, of keeping the Sabbath, 
&c, Vcrily, wherethere is no God, therecan be 
no confidence : And ſuch a man is without God 
intheworld. 

Bor the ſecond , Pas/s conſcience reacht to 
menalſo, Let all Profeſſors (asthey wilbecalled) 
notethis , A good conſcience begins with God, 
but ends in Man. A conſcionable man,as he muſt 
bea profeſlor, hearer, louer of the Word, a kee- 
per of the'Sabbath, a zealous obſeruer of the firſt 
Table : ſo muſt he bea peaceable,iuſt, ſober, free 
kinde, honeft man, and deale ſquarcly with all 
men. Thus ir ſhould be- » But Otimes, O man» 
ners { now Profeſſion is become luathſome; and, 
to lay the truth, the beliatiour of many is ſuch, 
that it would make an vnſcttled man call into 
queſtion all Profeſſion, all Religion, all Conſci- 
cacealmoſt. We talke of Conſcience; but where 
is it £ who makes conſcience of | his —_ 
W 
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who of his bargaines £ who of hisplace or pro- 
miſe 2 Euery man crics our of other : but who 
diſcharges his owne part © Wee haue a ſaying in 
Gods Book, Herthat prouides not for his kindred, 
is worſe thinan Infidell. Whatcaresthe rich if 
his poore kinſ{man ſtarue 5 We haue a precept, 
Husbandsloue your wiues : What conſcience is 
made of this? We haue 3 commandement, Speak 
nor euill of the ruler : Wee haue acharge, Doe 
good againſteuill : Acharge, Toyle not to bee 
rich, Defraud not, Whiſper nor,&c. A command, 
Berich in good workes : Faſhion not your {clues 
tothe world : What ſhall's ſay totheſe things © 
Is there a conſcience at all : Any certaintic inthe 
Word at all? Any heauen, any hell 2 What doe 
we mean thus to ſlubber ouer matters 7 If we be- 
leeue nothing, meane nothing in good earneſt, 
why doe wee diſſcmble * why torbeare wee any 
thing ? It we be incarneſt in one comandementr, 
why notinall:? If in one thing,why not in cuery 
thing, as Paw/ was * He was ſtill like himſelfe, at 
alltimes,in all caſes. We haue our reſerued caſes. 
One wilbca Chriſtian, and a man of conſcience : 
but hee hath his infirmitie ; hee doth not loue his 
wife. Another will be your hearer : but hee muſt 
live by histrade. A third will be your conuert,ſo 
you will helpe him to aboue ten in the hundred : 
the juſt ratc he likes not, it ſounds like Viuric ; bur 
as much aboucas you can, with a good conſci- 
ence, A fourth will giue ſomthingroa Preacher, 
C . vpon 
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a condition he may bear the Preachers purſe, 
and bee his Farmor, A fifth will ride with you 
from morning to night ; ſo hee may hold his fin- 
ger ſtillin other mens ſores. Away, Hypocrites, 
away, make. no more profeſſion, talke no more of 
it, till you meane to be honeſter men; citherſhew 
vs Paris conſcience,or none. If youcannot reach 
thishere ; yet you muſt thatthere, Heb. 13.18. 
Defire toliue, &c. elſe there is no truth in you, 
nocomfort for you, no heed to beraken of you, 
downe you will when a little preſt, likea hollow 
wall. 

2. All ye of Pauls Profeſſion, vſe this exerciſe, 
ceaſe from others ; beginne with your ſelues 
trauell not ſo much for good houſes, good li- 
uings, good faces, good heads, as for good con- 
ſciences ; ſeecke not ſo much the fauour of the 
workd, the countenance of Princes, as of yout 
owne conſcience. Here ſtudie, here ſwear, here 
labour to be throughout blameleſſe.Oh the peace 
of aquiet and well pleaſed conſcience is great ! 
the boldnefle of him that hath it,is great ; heeats 
well, ſleepes well, dwels well, liues well , heeis 
in much ſafety, hee can hold vp his face ioytully 
before a world of accuſcrs. So isnot the vncon- 
{cionable : Euery buſhis a man, cuery man an 
encmie, cuery leafe an executioner. A ſound of 
feare is in his earcs , and the noyſe of troubles 
makes him aske,, Who can ſtand before a continu- 
all burning * As for libertic, thats loft : he muſt 


not 
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not ſpeak againſt others,leſt they ſtophis month : 
he muſt bee a ſeruant to cuery one, .of whom hee 
would borrow a good word, Por the purpoſe : 
Say a man be couctous ; how muſt hee crouch to 
eucry one for his word 5 how many apologies 
and excuſes muſt he drop at euery doore 2 wher- 
as a good conſcience concludes, I haue done m 
beſt ; and now let them ſay their worſt, I will 
wearc itasa Crowne. Wellthen, fith ſomany 
ſweet things be bound vpin conſcience , peace, 
comfort, courage, libertic ; cſteeme it highly, & 
reſolue with Paul, I had rather dye than loſe my 
reioycing this way. Loſe itif you will not, take 
vp his exerciſe, and keep it from offence. Which 
that you may doe, I will ſhew you theſe things. 

1. What it is to offend the conſcience : 2.what 
be the degrees of this offence : 3.what the means 
whereby : 4. what the remcdics : 5. whatthe 
letts inthe vſe of theſe remedies. 

Firſt, to offend the conſcicnce,is to trouble the 
welfare of ir. The foot is then offended,whenthe 
health of it is impeached, and the exerciſe of it 
hindered, thatcither ir cannot ſtir at all, or nor 
ſtraightly, and withany caſe. Thinke the ſame of 
conſcience = the health of it ſtands in three, 1. in 
thecleareneſle of it : 2.in the goodneſle of it : 

, inthe liuclineſſe and ſenſibleneſle of itz, as tis 
in theeyc: the clearneſle of it is double, 1. op- 
ſed to ignorance and deluſion : 2. tohypo- 


crifie and falſeneſſe. The grainy of ir ſtands 
2 in: 


P notes on 
Proa.18. 


" 
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in chequietneſſe and peace of it : And thereto is 
oppoſed, t.atroubled conſcience, and, 2. a be- 
nummed conſcience. The tendernefle of the 
conſcience, is its quicknefle in apprehending its 
owne eſtate, and iudging of its owne doings : 
Whereto is oppoſed 1. aſleepy, 2. adead and 
ſeared conſcience. When any thing is done or 
left vndone, whereby the cleareneſſe, quictneſle, 
or working of the conſcience is any way impca- 
ched, then conſcience is offended. 

Secondly , the degrees of theſe offences are 
diuers , as a man may more or lefle wound his 
foot againſt a ſtone. 1. there is a tempting of the 
conſcience: when a man vanreſolued of rhe law- 
fulneſle of a thing, venters vpon it as vpon meat 
neuertried before : 2. a wounding of the con- 
ſcience : whena man for feare, hope, &c. doth a 
thing againſt knowledge : 3.a killing of it: when 
he tradcs in knowne fins, of purpoſe to paue and 
brawne his conſcience. 

3- The meanes, whereby the conſcience comes 
to be offended, is double: 1. when weare wan- 
ting to it : 2. when wrongfull to it. Wanting, 
when wedoe not watch arid ſaue the conſcience, 
as we doe the eye from duſt, 2. When we donot 
ſpeedily looke to wounds, if any. If any thing 
breed in the eye, it may ſoone be loſt :' The con- 
ſcience is a veſlell that muſt bee waſht daily (as 


dimme eyes bee) and that by Repenrance and 
Faith, 


3- When 
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3 When weedoe noteſtabliſh the heartand 
<onſcience. A weake childe ſoone ſtumbles, vn- 
lefſe vpheld ; ſo conſcience. This muſt be vpheld 
firſt, by grace, ſecondly, by conference &c. 

2 Wrongfullto it; 1. whenwee hinderthe 
worke of it : for euery thing dclights in ating its 
owne operations : 2. when we force finne vpon 
it againſt light of nature or grace,eſpecially groſle 
{innes, 

4 The remedies : r. Pacifie it , not by daw- 
bing &c.but by Gods meanes. 1. The finne of- 
fending muſt be reuerſed ; as meate that will not 
be digeſted : it ſticks as an arrow in the fleſh,that 
muſt be pluckt our by repentance and fatisfacti- 
ON. 2, & hriſts bloud applyed,rthec onely falue for 
aſicke ioule. 2. Whenreconciled,peace muſt be 
maintained. Here rake theſe rules : 1. do nothing 
wilfully againſt conſcience ; 2. nothing doubt- 
ingly when reſolution may be had, 3. nothing 
blindely : for meat vawittingly taken, may after 
trouble. 

5 Thus you ſee direftions. To the end that 
you may practiſe, remoue 1.letts, which are of 
two heads: 1.want of will,2.want of skill; The 
firſt ariſes from three wants ; 1.0f faith,as if the 
courſe were vnprofitable, 2. of loue ro Gods 
truth, man,&c. 3 of truthand vprightneſle : wee 
had rather be hypocrites than otherwiſe &c.'See 
all;,r.Tim{1.5, 2. Want of skill; which ariſes 

1.from want of vnderſtanding the Word, 2.want 
C 3 of 
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of experience, 3.want of exerciſe &c. 

Thea fich inthis veſſell( Conſcience ) Iyes all 
our treaſure, faith, life ir (elfe, &c. therefore pre- 
ſerucic well, getouer all difficulrics, helpe faith, 
loue,truth 8c.vſe all meanes &c. follow Pas/till 
thou canſt ſay with him, I defire to keepea good 
Conſcience, ; 

3 Apology for ſuch as ſtand vpon Conſcience, 
Theſe are the worlds fooles, but tis no matter, 
they are Gods iewelsand delight : and when they 
ſtand, as Pasl, before the iudgement ſeat of man, 
nay of God, they ſhall findea good conſcience a 
better breſt-plate and buckler than a world of 
wealth. Onely be ſure of this ; r.thattis conſci- 
ence. There be two things in the world that look 
alirtle like it,but arc not confcience : 1.Cuſtome, 
which breedes in blinde men, Popiſh perſons,and 
moſt ynregenerate men, who haue had good bree- 
ding,a kinde of trouble and regret, which-js .no 
more conſcience than the: aking of the ſtomacke 
when it wants its ſer meales. 2. Preiudice and 
canceit, when a man vpon ſome preſumptions 
and probabilitics hath-pircht vpon a concluſion, 
(eyrherfor or agaioſta thing) and willnot be re- 
moued. True Conſcience differs from both theſe: 
For firſt, that knowes it ground ; ſecondly,that 
= is ſome Scripture : which becauſe it may 

haply miſtaken , therefore conſcience is euer 
reachable, as willing to heare as to-ſpeake, to lay 
downe as: to take vp an opinion. Not —_ - 
r; 
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ther : they are violent if oppoſed, andeuery man 
that thinks not as they thinke, wants iudgementr, 
or truth, or both. z. This conſciencemuſt bee 
Cleere towards God and man, and hane both ir 
eyes. Wharhath the hypocrite to doe with con- 
ſcience ? A man of conicience muſt and vſually 
will be ſuteable and throughout orderly ; though 
I doubt not, but that there 1s a partiall hypocrifte, 
as well as ignorance in ſome men at all times, and 
inallmen, cuen in Saints, at ſome times. 3. It 
muſt be our owne conſcience,as Paw! here ſpeaks : 
and fourthly,ro makeanend, a good conſcience 
muſt bee qualifiedas is heaucnly wiſedome( for 
this is a great part of it, ) How 1s that ? St. [ames 
ſhewes it,chap. 3.17. 1.purcin it (clfe,2.peace,to» 
wards others and it ſelfe, 3.moderate, and not ex« 
acting extremitics,4.teachable and eafle to be per- 
ſwaded, yg .pitifulland helpetfull cuery way. And 
25 it muſt haue theſe excellencies, {o muft ir bee 
voyde of partialitic in cauſes and perſons , and of 
hypocritie betweene Godand it ſelfe. And hee 
that hath ſucha conſcience, or labours for ſuch 
with Peals exerciſes, ſhall hold out his profeſsion, 
and hold vp his tace,when a thouſand others ſhall 
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Prov. 18. 14: 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuftaine hu infir- 
mitie but a wounded ſpirit who can beare ?, 


=ERHis is a ſhort Text, but cxccc- 
192] ding rich ; the greateſt good 
Ls wrap 

P22 and cuill incident to man (in 
MR this life)are matched together. 
IEF) And it is done of purpole, that 
«SD ſoeach might illuftratec other, 
The commended good is firſt deliuered in 
theſe words, [The ſpirit of « man will beare out his 

infirmitie :] 
The ditſwaded cuill is next ſubioyned, in 
theſe words [ But a wounded irit who can ag* 
A 2 n 


—- 


it 
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$ubirftam pre- In the firſt, wee muſt take notice what the 


d:;cat win. 
I 


os Fark one, __ whatir is 
thats aftrrmeciafſt; Hhe Thing is [ The ſpiris s 
4m ] man har of twoparts; a. Hol rink 4 
ſoule z which ſoule ſometime from its ſpeciall 
ſcat is termed [Heart,} ſometimes from its na- 
turall office and cfte&s, life, ſoule, breath ; from 
its ſpirituall, is termed conſcience, fomerime 
from its caulcs ſpirit, (being for its matternor 
bodily, bur ſpiritual!) and for its originall, in- 
ſpiredand inbreathed, This ſouleand ſpirit of 
man being ſound and vnwounded(for ſo the op- 
poſition leads vs to take it) doth beare vp and 
beare out its extremity:that is the ſecond thing, 
where cucry word is weightie, and of great lati- 
rude, Theſpirit (of man) of cucry man ( for fo 
both Grammar aud Logicke beare it here) bea- 
reth (with patience, ſtrength, comfort,conſtan- 
cie, till it hath borne one quite through) his 
wound and maladie, that which for the pre- 
ſent the diuine prouidence layes vpon him,his 
preſent burden (which eucr ſeemesthe ſoreſt) 
what cuer it be, by whomſocuer impoſed, how 
long ſocuer it lie,whereſocuer it light, ſo longas 
the ſpirits-ſelfe remains vnwounded,it wil beare 
it, and beare it againe moſt manfully, this the 
frſt thing the bleſſing commended,a ſound ſpirit. 
The miſery deſcribed and diflwaded is a 
wounded fpirit, oppoſed to the other: Firſt, in 
its affeion(it is wounded, bruiſed &c.)Second- 
ly,in irs cffeR, it is vnſufferable, ir cruſhes a man 


(any 
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(any man) (who can beare is? ) That is to ſay, 
none can, For fo vſually (though not cuer)thoſe 
Rhetoricall queſtions muſt be reſolued. If the 
queſtion benegatiue(ſo to ſpeake) the anſwer is 
athrmatiue, as in Job 21, 7s not deſtruction to the lob 31. 
wicked ? The anſwer implicd is, Tes. Contrarily, 
if the queſtion be offirmatiue,as Who can beareit? 

heanſfwer is negatiue, Noxecan, The oppoti- 
tion then js cleare, there is a ſpirit, and a ſpirit, 
comfortable, and broken ; the one enables any 
(the pooreſt man) ſtoutly to endure any the 
greateſt miſcry:the other ſo cruſhes the ſtouteſt, 
that hecannot ſuſtaine himſelfe witheur other 
preſſure in the midſt of all othernaturall com- 
forts and contentments, 

For the firſt, the Doctrine lies before you, Der?. r. 
which is this:That a confortable ſpirit is vacon» Propoun- 
querable, aed. 

As noneother good can match it, ſo no out- 
ward cuill can ouer-match it, 

There is a three-fold comfort and content= 2» 
ment which mans ſpirit is capable of,One natu- Expounded. 
rall, ariſing from the goodneſſe of mans natu. x _ 
ralltemper in body, bloud, ſpirit, and which is 
that which beares the vſuall name of cheare- 
fulneſle, 

Aſccond morall, ariſing from the exerciſe of 2 
morall vertues (eſpecially high and heroicall 
vertues) which breed a kinde of ſolace and con- 
rentment in the exerciſe, and workedelight, 

Thirdly, Spiritual), ariſing from the preſence 

A 3 and 
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and ſenſe of Gods holy Spirit curing vs,helping 
vs, and ſealing vpto vs the cucrlaſting loue of 
God in Chriſt Ieſus, 

The point muſt be vnderſtood of this laſt, 
which excludes not the former, but eminently 
and veitually includes and containes them 
alſo, 

Thus then, that ſpirit which is ſupported by 
the Spirit of God, and comforted with the true 
conſolations of that Comforter, is inuincible: 
mans ſpirit ( made comfortable with ſpirituall 
comforts ) is vaconquerable, Indeed naturall 
ehearcfulneſſe may be ouertopt with ſorrow, 
comforts (ſpringing from a faireneſſe of cariage, 
and freedome from ſtaring ſinnes may ſoone be 
daſhed, but fpirituall comfores which grow 
from the apprehenſion of Gods Jouc, and are 
grounded and built ypon God,are impregnablke, 

3." Proved, The heart fortified with theſe cannot be vt- 
4 terly foiled ; ſuppoſe rumours and feares be- 
fiege him. The peace of God, and his peace 
N with God, keepes him in minde and hearr, as 
= ſafeas it he lay m garriſon,&c, Philip.4.7. He is 
=” 0 quietas fla in Dothas, or Danid, when in 
the middeſt of thouſands hee could fleepe and 

wake, and wake andlcepe againe, P/4.3.5.6. 
2 Suppoſe troubles throng in vpon him as faſt 
as vpon 166, troubles in his eſtate,troubles in his 
_ troubles — children, op" in his 
dy; ſolongas is peace within, hee can 
"a 4, Lens children, the Lord gaue oy 

r 
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tell, the Lord gaue health, wealth, yea all hee 
hath,and therefore with 7ob concludes,The ſame 
hand that firjt gaze, hath now takew, and bleſſed be 
that band, 106 1. 

Suppoſe hell is lect looſe vponhim, and the 3 
Deuill lers ſlip all his dogs at once, ſome barke, 
ſome bite, all chaſc and perſecute in all extre- 
mitie; yer the comfortable ſpirit ſhrinkes nor, 
Pal 1s (cofted, he beares it, Pawl is ſtocked, hee 
beares it, whipped, he beares it, ſtoned, he beares 
it: and how I pray you, with head and ſhoul- 
ders? nay, with litc and ſpirit: /» «ll cheſe, ſaith non. s. 
he, we are conguerears, and [ reioyce in my iufirms- > Corr. 
ties, as afflictions abound, (o conſolations much more; 
yea he f1ngs: true,a Paul doth this;butwho elſe? 
why others alſo, as Ads 5, ' AR.$.4. 

ObiefF, Theſe are men of extraordinary ſpi- 
rits, but what doe ordinary Chriſtians 2 why,ſce 
in Hebr.1 o, They were flouted, reproached, af- Hebr.19.34 
flited, impouecriſhed, yet beare it, and how? 
with ioy. And Hebr.1 1.ſce how they were vſcd, 
ſo perſecuted,as they were glad to liue in caues 
and dens of the earth, and wandered vp and 
downe in ſheepe-skins, and Goat-skins, and yer 
beare ir,and ſtand ir our : true,but why ? becauſe 
they could neither will nor chooſe; no, they 
might hauc beene delivered vpon conditions, 
but they would not embrace libertic and peace 
vpon any finfull termes ; fo that whether they 
be cuills fearcd, or felt, cuils growing from our 
{clues, or othersz a comfortable ſpirit _—_ 
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Reaſon t. 


Reaf. 2. 


Reaf, 3. 


the charge manſully,and goes vader the burden 
chearefnlly, 

The Reaſon why ſuch a ſpirit will beare its 
full burden chearfully, is becauſe it improucs all 
parts, chicfly Reaſon,and that isa ſtrong bridle, 
which both checkes paſſion and vpholds the 
Bead, Itis much that the Heathens endured by 
the power of Reaſon,a Ciriſtian may doe more, 
becauſc grace refines and fortifies Reaſon,and 
cleares a mans ſight, partly by expelling the 
miſts that ariſe from the valley of the affei- 
ons, partly by aduancing Reaſon to a higher 
pitch, for Reaſon and Grace differ in _ a 
high and low man, Grace being the taller lifts 
vp Reaſon, and makes it ſee ouer thoſc miſeries 
that reaſon of it ſe!fe could ſee no cnd ef, and 
hence perſwadcs patience. 

Secondly, a comfortable ſpirit carries with it 
a good conſcience, confidence and boldneſle; 
dilcouragement ſtil] weakens: but a good ſþi- 
rit ſends forth thoſe warming graces into the 
whole man (that is to ſay, Chriftan courage, 
beldneſſe and the like) which keepe a mans 
head aboue water inall miſeries, 

Thirdly, a comfortable ſpirit hath a pre- 
ſent remedy if any thing offend it ( as ſome ſto- 
mackeshauc by vomitting) it runs ro God, nor 
is it cloſe andreſerned (vnſcalonably) rowards 
Man, and foafter ſome meanes vled, it recouers 
it ſelte, a go0d word raiſes the ſpirit thus vere» 
ring itſelf, Prou.12.25. 

Fourthly, 


T he benefits of a quiet Spirit. 7» 

Fourthly, a comfortable ſpirit is not alone, a Rez. 4. 
good heart hath the Word on its {ide,Chriſt on 
its fide, and the Spirit of God helpes,as Rom,8, and Rom. 3 
the toy of the Lord u flremeth, Nebem. $8. and the chen. 8. 
Spirit of God us « Spirit, faith Paul, of power and + Tia. :.;, 
ſtrength,\e ſee Satans ſpirit can breake rhorow 
many bonds (as in the Goſpell) benum a man in 
greateſt torments, ( as in ſome Heretikes) how 
much more then hall chat ſpirit, which is ac- 
companied with Gods Spirit, breake thorow 
all? 

But as we muſtnote the reaſon why, ſo wee 
ſhould hauc noted aboue the extent, how farre 
the ſpirit ſuſtaines a man: Firſt, Generally in all 
things touching his calling and condition, con- 
fidered : Firſt, asa man, Secondly, a ciuill man, 
Thirdly,a Chriſtian man, More particularly, it 
vpholds him in being, and keeps ont death ill ir 
may depart with honour, The ſoule it ſelfe de- 
parts with its treaſure and paſles through all 
pikes home to heanen, and leaues the body not 
without hopes of following it in due time. 

Secondly, it vpholds him in libertic, though + 
the outward man be reſtrained, yer the ſoule 
knowes not what cavtiuity meanes, in deſpight 
of all encounters it will to heauen atid there 
be free. 

Thirdly, it vpholds one in confidence, and 3 
makes him ſay, Tet there # hope : and, Thewgh bee E*:2 1%. 
kill me, yet I will traſt in bim, 1 will not forſake my => 3: 


oprightneſe, Ge. 
B Fourthly, 
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4 Fourthly, it vpholds him in chearefulneſſc;as 
the mother cannor but ſmile in the morning, if 
the childe laugh vpon her, though ſhe haue had 
a tedious night with it; ſo Gogs childe cannor 
butlaugh vnder all, if God ſmile vpon him, and 
pull vp his feet as Zacob did when he lay adying, 
In Gods light,he ſees light in greateſt darkneſle, 
and the coutenance of God is more to him thay 

+ corne and ojle,yea than life it ſelfe:/hew ws thy face 

63.3. . n 

and weline,la'th the Church often, Pſalm.80, 

Sce firſt(for humbling)whence our foiles and 

Ye. failings ſpring, not from the greatneſle of our 

| afflitions,burfrom the faintneſſe of our ſpirits: 

{o that hence we may inferre for our ſelues,what 

Salomen doth for others, 1f we faint in the day of 

Prou. 24-19 trouble, our ſfrewgth i weake : indeed when the 

childe ſtumbles, he blames not his owne fceble- 

neſſe, but outward impediments: ſo we, when 

in ſickneſſe we fret and chafe, when in paine we 

rageand cry, when in pouertje we ſhrinke and 

ſhiver, when in perſecution w2 quake and trem- 

ble, when in ourcallings we fatntand droupe; 

we doenot looke inward and obſcrue the guile, 

guilt, vnſerlednefſe and feebleneſle of ourfpirits, 

but runae outward to the occaſions, and com» 

plaine : Our ſickneſle is ſuch,as none can beare; 

our paine ſuch, as none can brooke; our ſtates 

are vncurable, our incumbrances vnſuffera- 

ble, and the miſerics and troubles wee are 

put vnto intolerable. Iuſt like the ſore childe, 

who cries out of his ſhooe, when: the faulr is in 

the 
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the foot z and the ſicke patient, which faulrs his 
bed, when he ſhould his backe, For fiſt, what 
ſaith Sz/omon, The /þirit of a man ( rightly orde- 
red) beares his wownd: if ſickneſle be the wound, 
a good ſpirit wi!l beare it ; if pouertie, it dif- 
grace,if impriſonmenr,if fire, a good ſpirit will 
goe vader all, There is no gulfe ſo deepe, buta 
good ſp.rit will therow it; no mountaine fo 
high, but a good ſpirit will ouer it, Next, we ſee 
Salomons words verified 1n many inſtances;/hat 
woand hath not a good heart borne beretofore?(peak 
of pouerty, ſome hauc ſung vnder ir, of paine, 
{ome hauc laughed ar it; of impriſonment, ſome 
haue reioyced init of flames, ſome haue em- 
braced them with cheerefulneſſe, Whence then 
is it, that where others ſing, wee weepe, where 
others reioyced and triumphed, weare altoge- 
ther diſhearened and diſcouraged ?Is it becauſe 
our miſcries and trialls are greater than others ? 
Als no, they muſtnot bee brought into any 
compariſon with other mens, with Jobs, Panls, 
the Martyrs. VWhence then is it? truly the di- 
_— growes from the Infide, they were vp- 
right,we guileful/;zthey were at peace with God, 
we are vnreconciled; they were filled with the 
treaſures of wiſdome, faith, zeale, and the like, 
we are empty;they were rauiſhed with the com- 
forts of God and conſolations of the ſpirit, wee 
are vnacquainted with them ; they were armed 
with the power of God and patience of Ieſus 
Chriſt, we are naked ; they kept cthemſclues in 
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the loue of God, wee interrupt our peace and 
make a breach into our conſcicences, Hence 
they looked vpon Men, Lions, Dcuils, withan 
yadaunted countenance, and walked thorow 
rackes,and gaoles, and gyues, and deaths, and 
heils, withour ſtartling, and we flie when none 
purſues vs, and quakeat the ſhaking of a leafe : 
oh now ſec your weakneſle and ſay, my egricfes, 
my troubles, my burdens be not greater than o- 
thers z but my cruth, faith, humility, peace, ioy, 
patience, courage, comfort is the inward man 
is leſſc than others, clſe I might beare my bur- 
den,fich a good ſpirit will be,as Simon to Chriſt, 
his Croſlc-bearer, 

Secondly, it may ſerucfor inftrution ; hence 
Jearne Paxls art, how to beare any thing: a Chri- 
ſtians dutie ſtands in theſe two things : Firſt, ro 
doc any good: Sccondly, to beare, if need be, 
any cuill: this latter is hard, butnot impoſſible 
toa man-like ſpirit; there is an art of bearing 
worth the ſtudying, ſome men deſire to know 
all things, ſome todoec any thing, but ke is like» 
lieſt ro ſpeed beſt,that can endure any thing,that 
canwith Paul abound and wanr,be in good and 
cuill report, can be ficke, can be pained, can 
looke vpon fetters, and whips, and ſtockes, and 
ſtones, and deaths as Paul could ; he is a happie 
man whom God will not hurt, whom men, nor 
deuils, nor things preſent, nor things ro come 
can hurt; labour to be thus happy. 

Qzeft. But you will ſay, how ſhould wee at- 
taincto it? Anſ. 
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Anſ, Why get a good ſpirit, firſtnaturally 
good, a chearefull ſpirit, That, ifa man be ficke, 
is a medicine, faith Salomon, a geod cordial. Prou.t7.22 
Thar, if a man be poore, is a continuall feaſt, if Prou.r 5.15 13. 
paincd, is health tothe bones, eſteeme of that as 
of a great mercy:A nimble hand, a nimble foor, 
animble cye, a nimble wit, a nimble tongue is 
good, buta nimble ſpirit is berterz a7 A if 
chou haſt thar, be thankfull and chearcful), if 
thou haſt it not, endeuour to get it, and being 
dull, whet ir, Secondly, ſpiritually good;nature 
may be ouercome, that is as the ſtring of an in- 
ſtrument which ſnaps in two, if it be ſtrained 
r00 _ : thus ſome croſſes arc too hard for na- 
ture, for nature hath its latitude, as a bow its 
compaſle, and muftnot be ouer-maſtered. Bur 
ſpirituall ioy cannot be loſt, nowe can take it from lohn 16. 
vs, lobn 16.[tcannot be vanquiſhed,it is ſtrong; 
therefore getthis,and keepe this, which that you 
may doe, thus doe. 

Firſt, if you will haue ſpirituall joy reſtwith 1 
you, you muſt diſlodge and diſcard two home- 
bred Inmates as firſt,carnall delights ; ſecond- 
ly, finfull luſts, Firſt, take heed of entertaining 
carnall delights, reft nor in wealth, truſtnot to 
men, rely not on wines, meats, muſicke, plea- 
ſures, company, &c. theſe will decciue in times 
of diſtrefle; befides that, nature quickly putri- 
fies and turnes to corruption, and fo proucs 
banefull, 


Secondly, take heed of ſinfull luſts, theſeare 2 
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ſo farre from bringing peace to the ſoule,as thar 
1 _— they warre againf? tt, as Peter faith, They are {ov 
741%). tarrefrom comforting,that they opprefle,as our 
Luke 21-34 Sauiour Chriſt teacheth; the ed of this mirth is 
Row,z, heauineſle of ſpirit, forrow,feare,anguiſh, tribu- 
lation and wo vpon euery ſoule that finnerl1,Gec, 
Thercfore conceiue of {inne (yca cucry ſinnc)as 
of a diſeaſe, x wound, an encmie ro peace, and 
complaine and ftriuc againſtir,for fo long as tia 
isreliſhcd, no peace nor ſtrength can be had, 

2 Secondly, (theſe two cuills purged out) thou 
of __—_" of muſt apply thy (clte ro means of comtort, which 
more Plil.qz. B1uC, firſt entrance, ſecondly accompliſhment 

tothy comfort, Of the firſt ſort, our Sauiour in 
Marth. s, the fifth of Matthew mentions theſe : 

I Firſt, pouerty of ſpirit, a man muſt firſt ſee 
himſclfec deſtitute of all good,and meanecs to at- 
taine it, and be empried of the creature. 

2 Secondly, he muſt mourne, for that leads to 
true comfort, godly ſorrow lets in ſpirituall ioy, 

3 Thirdly, he muſt be meeke, and put vpon him 
a reſolution of ſuffering any thing for righte- 
ouſneſle ſake. 

4 Fourthly, bring good affections to all Gods 
ordinances, and draw waters with ioy out of 
Gods ſaving wells, Eſay 12, anddrink of Chriſts 
wines, Cant.2. 

Laſtly, he muſt get faith in Chriſt, caſt him- 
ſelfe ypon Gods mercies in Chriſts merits ; and 
thus it is gotten, | 

Now in the next place care muſt be had to 

keepe 
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keepe this life of fpirit, as well as toget it; and 
to doe thar, 

Firſt, a man muſt keepe himſelfe vnſportted of 1x 
ſinne, and not recurne to folly, but if he be ſo'- 
led, ſtill waſh, make cuen by cuening, as in the 
Law. 

Secondly, walkein truth and faith, ſtill exer- 2 
Ciſe faith (to begin with that firſt) in meditating 
of, and applying the promiſes generall and par- 
ricular, 

Secondly, ſtill walke in the light, and keepe 
thy ſelfe in Gods preſence, ſo peace ſha!l be vp- ! 1h I. 
on - way and the ſpirit will be held vp in cheare- 
fulnefſe,is nothing heauie,nothing berter,a man 
ſhall be able to goe thorow fire and water, 

Thirdly,this is for comfort to thoſe that have /e 4 
ſuch a ſpirir;natural courage and chearefulneſſe 
carries one thorow many things, ſpirituall cou- 
rage carries thorow all; that which nature (fleſh 
and bloud) quakes at, grace will crample vpon; Fo 
nature ſhrinkes at paine, grace beares it; nature 
yeelds to ficknefle, grace ſtands ir out; nature 
buckles and bends vnder gricfe,grace ſwallowes 
itvp z nature quakes at death, trembles at the 
racking of the ſinewes, bresking of the bones, 
broiling in the fire, and thelike, and cries ovt, 
Ohitis intolerable 3 Brace ſpeakes in his words, 
I can doe any thing through Chriſt that ſtreng- 
thens me, Philip. 4. 

And when it is put to it, then ir wotkes moſt 
powerfully,a Chriſtian ncuer knows his ſtrength 

(rather 
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(racher Gods ſtrength) rill hee be put vpon it, 
then he findes thattolerable, which he thought 
to be intolerable, and chere meets with greateſt 
comfort, where he expected leaſt, and as a man 
in bed (whileſt he plods on the ſtormie weather 
abroad) thinkes it net to be endured, but when 
Lec is one in it ( what with buſling, what with 
cloathes) he paſſes thorow it ; Soit is here, &c, 

O1 the ſtrength of the ſpirit, it is great, he is 
ſtronger that 1s in vs,than he that is in the world. 

Oh the power of conſcience both wayes, as 
it makes a happic cſtate miſerable, if bad ; ſo, a 
miſerable condition bleſſed, when good, 

Oh the conſolations of the Lord,they are vn- 
ſpeakable: the rage of fire, beaſts, men, deuills, 
&c, doth not paſſe vnderſtanding. Reaſon can 
fadome finitethings, but the comforts of God 
paſſe all vnderſtanding: wee cannot conceiue 
how a man ſhould beare ſuch things as ſome 
hauc borne, but we ſee they did beare them, we 
ſee our ſelues borne thorow thoſe things, which 
we thought before vnſuffcrable, Therefore reſt 
on God, hold your hearts in peace with him : 
Reioyce in him, and your ſpirits and Gods Spi- 
rit(toyning together)will beare any burden that 
hee will lay vpon you; his promiſe is paſt, you 
ſhall not bee tempted aboue your ſtrengrh, 
1 Cor, 10, 

Fourthly, blefſe God for a good inſide, you 
that hauc itcuer bleſſc him for a purified conſci- 
ence,a quiet ſpirit: this is your life, your mear, 
your 
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your ſtrength, your all ia all, This makes the 
Chriſtian laughbetter cheap than another, bezre 
with mora pacience than another, liue with 
more comfort, dye with more confidence than 
another : while the heart is whole, all is well. 
Therefore if without thou finde no money in 
purſe, nofriend in Towne, nocaſe in body, no 
comfort in life ; yet findeſt faith, patience, afſu- 
ranceof Gods loue within: reioyce in thy eftare, 
bleſſe Gad for it ; the eſtate is as theman is, the 
man is as the minde is,and as is the ſpirit;acom- 
fortable ſpirit makes a corafortable eſtate, 

Qmeft. But how ſhall I diſcerne betweene nn- 
turall and ſpirituall comfart 2 

Anſw. Spirituall cheerefulneſſe comes, firſt, 
from faith in Chriſt, Secondly, from lone to 
Godand Saivts, Thirdly, begers boldnefſle in 
prayer, as Saint /oby ſpeakes, 

Beſides, naturall chearefulneſſe may be ouer- 
ropt by cuils : Firſt, Naturall, for our weakneſſe 
makes vs more ſenſible of ſorrowes than com- 
forts. Secondly,Carnall,for all finne is as poiſon 
co the ſpirit. Thirdly, Diabolicall, not fo ſpiri- 
tuall comforts, 

Moreouer, a naturall ſpirit beares ſome 
things only,as C, Marims the cutting of his fleſh, 
butnot all, as diſgraces, &c, witneſle Cats, Sam, 
&c, Secondly, anaturall ſpirit, though ir bite 
in paſſion, yer is deſtitute of poſitiue ioy,peace, 
confidence, &c, 
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PxoOv. 18. 14. 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare? 


Thus farte of a good Spirit: now tothe bad. 


AGRA intolcrable; before I proue the 


| P Secondly, ofa foc. When God 
wounds as a friend (as often he doth afflict the 
ſpirit, as well as the bedy in laue) he makes that 
wound tolerable, partly by qualifying, and mi- 
tigatingtheblow {fot inwrathheeremembers .. 


' Wounded ſpirit is a burden peg. 5. 


whrcy): and whereas theſe inward wounds ads \, | 


C 2 mit + 


Leuit. 2c. 


18 The Miſery of 


mit d2grees (as pricking, breaking opening the 
heart) he proceeds not to extremities with his 
c\ildren,part'y Oy ſupporting with ſecret hopes 
2nd comtorrsgtothis ghildrens peace 1s neucr 
quite rakery away, taiefneucr quite failes them : 
but when h*fintes as a foe, the wound proues 
votutterable to a creature, and ſuch as would 
foone lwallow afnan, did not the Lord ſuſtaine 
nature to beare it, hg could got clic {tand vyder 
it, Indecd when God proeceds to wounding, 
the ſpirit would vtterly faile,did not either mer» 
cic or iulttce if God vpliold it in being, 

Now that a wounded ſpirit is a burden into- 
Icrible, we willprouefrom teſtimony and Rea- 
lon, Teſtimony : Firſt Diuine, here in the text, 
and el{c-where, 41 the dayes of the afflitted are 
euill : whichifit betrueof other; mueh more of 
this affliction that falls vpon the ſoule, Pros.1 5. 
1 5. Secondly, other teſtimonies, namely,trom 
thoje that haue had experience of it: as 1. men, 


 «ndthere, Firſt,good men: How kaue the tous 


reſt yeeldet vnter :this burden |>. How hath it 
ground them to duſt > Heare Dawd,Pſal.32 amd 
Pfal.51. = bones were broken as if vererivow 
made it Job to wiſh.dearh? 7oþ£40-.quarse 
God ; others:to quake, Fſat477 (tz4o PN. 
102, nay ſome to attempt ſubs fome ( hap- 
ly) rocffet ir, = 
Secondly, from bad men, how doth it terrife 
them, ſo that they fyata leafe ppaime:them;ehgt 
they caitvpall ther ſhame ; andfowderfyirdes 
priue 


a wounded ſpirit. I9 
priue them not only ofout:yard comfort, bur of 
litz,and cauſes them to caſt themſelues into hell 
to auoid it> How haue they wiſhed thouſands 
of yeares in hel}, {o chat then they might bee 
cated? 

Secondly, Deuills; they witnefle this truth 
againtt their wills: Fictt, when (their conſciences 
being tertificd ar the fight of Chriſts God-head) 
they cry out, Art thou come to torment ws before 
onr time ; and quake as prifoners when they ſee 
the Iudge comming, Secoudly, VVhen God 
purſues them, very anguith and ſorrow makes 
then madde, and to loſe all v{z of their large vn- 
derſkindings ; when: they would ſting Gods 
creatures ro death, and doe him and thein the 
greateſt deſpight, they endeuour the troubles 
aid terrours of conſcience,as well knowing lis 
tobe the moſt cruthing and preſſing evil}, 

Thirdly of Cheiſt Telhs, who though free from 
ſinne inherent, yer endured the forrowes of 
death; and was broken not in body on'y, but mm 
ſpirit alſo, when he cried out { Ay God, my God, 
why haft chow forſaken mee ? } and ttembled, and 
fear, and bled, and grened vndcr this ſtroake, 
which was fo inrolerable to Chriſt Teſts, as chat 
the Angelyof heanen came ro comfort him,and 
the Godhead was requiſite to ſupport him, who 
can ſtand vnder? 1n ſhort, wee hauec heard of 
creaturesthar hane ſuffered the mangling of bo- 
dies, the ripping vp of bowels, racking of ioynrs, 
buraing of fleſh, boiling in oyle, and thee, 
td GI with. 
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without crying out ( Ay God, my God, why haſt 
thew forſakew me) but neuer heard of a wounded 
ſpirit,bur e:ther it ſunke vnder d-ſpairc,or made 
pitions moane to God,or man, or both, 

Firſt from the cauſes of this wound (as it is 
mingled with {inne)mans ſelfe and Satan ioyne, 
and theſe be foreenemies; Satan is a fiery Dra» 
gon, aſtinging Serpent, a cunning deſpightſull 
Aduerſaric, and yet he is the leaſt : when a man 
is diuided againſt himſelfe, and wit,knowledge, 
memory, ftrength, all the weapons of nature 
and the enlighrning ſpirit, arc turned againſt 
ones ſelfe, it muſt needs be tedious and bitter : 
bur then as theſe wounds are fruits of Iuſtice, 
they are properly Gods ſtroakes; and ſo there is 
not David and a Gelzrah, nor David and a Sal, a 
King and a Flea oppoſed, but the Creator and 
CIearure, 

Secondly, from the efteQs, it diſablech, or 
diſcourageth a man from the meanes of com- 
fort ; of all diſeaſes, thoſe be worſt, which make 
one vneapablc of Phyſicke, deprive one of Rea- 
ſon, or of firength tortake helpe : ſuch are theſe 
of theſpirit; Aman labouring vnder this bur- 
den, and inwardly bleeding,is afraid to pray, to 
communicate himſclfe,he thinks thathe tempts 
God in it, that his phyficke is his poiſon, at leaſt 
that it will be to no purpoſe, 

Secondly, it mulciplies feares, creates feares, 
ever doubts morc is behinde that which isalrea- 
dicfelr. Io wi 

Thirdly, 


a 
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Thirdly, drawes matter of diſcouragement 
and feare from all things, as we finden all fto- 
ries; if God fecd,it is but to fat him for the knife 
if he preſeruc, it is but for turther judgement 
and fo of the reſt, 

Thirdly, from the fubicR, the ſpirit is the life 3 
of all : as the light of the eye is the light of the 
hand, of the foot, and of al the parts of the bo- 
dic,ſo the ſpirit is the life of all; no life in wealth, 
friends, eſtate, &c. without rhis ; this runnes 
thorow all; wound this, wound all, yea this is 
the pillar that beares vp all; as when the ſto- 
macke failes, legs, armes, and all partsfaile ; ſo 
when the ſpirit failes,all failes : and as in a houſc 
where is but one getter, if he ſinkes, all finke : 
ſo here, it is the ſpirit that purueyes and brings 
in all,if this pipe be ſtopped,no camfort ſtreams 
toward vs, 

Firſt, this diſcouers the miſerable folly and Ye 2. 
wickedncfſe of moſt men, who of all burdens 
feare and feele this leaſt. A wounded eſtate, a 
wounded name, a wounded body is ſomething 
with them z but a wounded ſpirit they know 
not what it meanes: hence this laſt is neuer fea» 
red,when the other worke trembling,nay hence 
conſcience recceines wounds on the inſide, that 
the outſide may be ſaucd: men will ſteale to pre- 
uent pouertie zlye, to get out of debt ; conſule 
with Wizards , to eſcape fickneſſe z they will 
giue their ſoules a thouſand gaſhes to ſaue the 
Skinne, Oh intolerable folly, this is ro picks 
| the 
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the hand for the ſauing of the glone, ndy to ha- 
zard ones heed, for tlic ſaving of a hat, of a fea- 
cher: of all enemics God is the foreſt; cf all 
wounds 115 the deep:ſty of ajl parts, the con. 
(cicnceand fpiritthe rendereſt : fo long as there 
is peacewithin, peace with the conſcience,peacec 
in our afteions, peace with God, with Angels, 
with creatures, with the VVoxd, fo long a 
mans burden (be it what it will be) is tolerable 
but when God fights againſt vs, and there is a 
pitchr field within vs, that our owne eyes, and 
mouthes, and hands, and wits, and ſpirits be 
againſt vsz Oh then whocan beare it? a woun» 
ded name,a wounded eftate,a wounded legge,a 
wounded arme may be bore; but when God 
breakes the bones within , when our owne 
thoughts and dreames amaze vs, and wee be a 
terrour to our ſelues, and eur confciences be 
wounded, what is then left rocomfort vs > whi- 
lefta man hath ſome friend, there is ſome com- 
fort; whileſt ſome meanes of comfort ( ſome 

arts and places whole)tbere is ſomerefreſhing, 
bo when no one part is well, no one place can 
eaſe him, no one minute is free, no one friend 
ftands for him, no one creature is comfortable 
to him : who will nor pitie ſich a ones eſtate? 
This the ſtate ofthe wounded fpirit; this wound 
as it fs piercing, ſo ſpreading, itgoesthorow all 
the man, head, hearr, fide, backe, all parts ake 
and ſweat whileſt the ſpitir is racked ; the eye 
ſees nocomfort, the rongue taftes no ay 
rage 
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the care receiues no comfort; all is bitter,birter 
to the whole man, and the ſtouteſt man in few 
dayes is but a lining carcaſle or skelleton ; as 
there is nocaſc within, ſono comfort withour, 


no place (nor bed, nor boord, nor houſe, nor * + 


Church) no creature (nor mear, nor drinke,nor 
friend,nor wife, nor childe) will afford any com- 
fore, All aboue vs, all below vs, all about vs, al! 
vpon vs,all within vs, makes then for terror and 
miſery, nothing atall for caſe and comfort, Oh 
confider this, you that make nothing, or but a 
ieſt of Conſcience, and care not what yee ſay, 
what yece doe, how many Sabbaths you breake, 
how many lyes you tell, how many oathes you 
ſweare, how many men you couſin, how many 
finnes you fiwallow, ſo you may preuent out- 
ward miſeries; know, there is a wound of Con- 
ſcience beyond all wounds, a miſery of ſpirit 
beyond all miſeries, a breach of the ſoule be- 
yond all breaches, and either wound your ſelues 
with ſhame and ſorrow for theſe wounds,which 
you haue giuen your ſoules,and condemne your 
ſelucs for fearing debt, or ſhame,or any trouble 
more than conſcience,or elſe know that the {lece- 
icft conſcience ſhall be once awakened, the 
rdeſt heart once broken, and brawnieſt ſpiric 
once ſoftned; and then you ſhall findea weight 
beyond the weight of mountaines lying vp- 
on you, and wiſh that you had beene rather 
famiſhed , or fterued, or burnt, or ſtrangled 
long before, than cuer you ſhould liue to know 
what 
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whata wound<y (ſpirit uranes; belecue 1t, be- 
lceue it, howſocuer you ftnde for rhe preſent an 
emil conſcience no burden, yet before you and 
It vat, you (hall finde Salomens words true; 4 
wornded (birit whocan beare f 

Pſe 2. Secondly, if conſcience be wounded, make 

h fortl1 to hauc it healedzwe ſeek skill in fore eyes, 
and monthes, and the like, tet vs labour for $kill 
alto ro heale conſcience, 

I To this end, Firft, know the time of cure,wvis, 
preſently : greene wounds are ſooneſt cured; as 
therefore the Toad poifoncd runes to her me- 
dicine, and cach cre.iture to his; folet him that 
hath his confcience wounded, get a healing po- 
tion preſently, 

2 Secondly,know the medicines and meanes of 

s 7 772,44 CUre, Saran is a Mountebancke, as appeares by 
Mw $4. Dis Apothecarics : ſome preſcribe poyſons, as if 
mwe?, ec. Similia ſimilibrs, as Papiſts heale a conſcience 
1;nat. «d Poles with treaſons: ſome preſcribe toyes,as outward 
wm things, drinkes, mulicke,, and the like, ſome 
thinke to out-wraftle conſcience, as they doe 

ſickneſſe, but this diſcaſe will not be oppoſed, 

ncither will any medicines cure it, but onely 

Gods,and they in bricfe aro theſe, Faith,Repen- 

eance, and (in ſome caſes) Satisfaction z for this 

know,as when an officer is wounded,two things 

muft be done; firſt, Authoritie and the Stato 

muſt be pacified; ſecondly, the wound cured : 

euen ſo here, Conſcience is an officer, firſt eure 

wat ; ſecondly, God and man too (ſometimes) 

are 
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are treſpaſſed, they muſt be ſatisfied, Now the 
way to fatisfic the offended, is, firſt, ſubmiſſion, 
ſecondly, either ſubſtitution or reſtitution, 

In finnes immediately againſt God, we muſt ' 
firſt get 2 Suretic,Chriſt Iclus, ſet him betweene 
God and vs: and there muſt come in faith, zo, 

8, rill wee beleeue, wee bee in ourfinnes : fe lokn 8 
condly, we muſt ſubmir,firſt confcſſe our finnes, 

take ſhame ro our ſelues, reſtore Gods glory z 
ſecondly, reſigne our ſelues, and humble our 

ſelues vader his hand, 1ames 4. lay our neckes Iones 4. 
on the blocke, and here comes in Repentance 

and Reſticution, 

Secondly , in finnes that immediately cor 2 
cerne man, the ſame path mult be trod, firlt ſub» ) 
miſhon in diuers caſes (goe to thy brother if. he 
haue ought againſt thee) and ſecondly Reſtitu- T” 
tion, as in Numb. Ifthouhaſtrunne away with Numbyg/ 
his good name, reſtore; if with his goods,bring 
chem backe againe : and here note, that the 
nearer the tye ts, the worſe the treſpaſſe z there- 
fore the childe that robs his father, is a greatcr 
theefe (caters paribzs) than he that robs by the 
high-way: ſo the wife (howſocuer nature giues 
an jntereſt in goods for proper vſc,and contra 
more according to particulars agreed ypon, 
and ſomething may be preſumed vpon where 
is no exception) yet for wiues to giue where 
is noneed, againſt husbands minde, beyond his 
eſtace, ind fo forth, is vtterly vnlawful). 

- Thirdly,conſider the method & order of cure, 3 
Hit D 2 {till 


tob laſt. 
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ſtill we muſt ro God, he is offended, he only can 
worke peace, therefore we muſt looke to Chriſt 
the Braſen Serpenr, and weepe ouer him z bur 
yet if man be treſpaſſed, wee muſt firſt to him : 
Ged would hauc his worke tarry, till there be a 
purpoſe (art leaſt) of being reconciled to man; 
therefore be firſt reconciled ſecondly, deſire 
his prayers, as Jobs friends did his, Thirdly, 
apply to conſcience, as hath beene ſaid, firſt 
plucking forth the ſting of ſinne, then waſhing 
in Chritts blond; and for the future, keepe the 
heart aboue all keepings, as yee doethe eye in 
the middeſt of chaffe and duſt ; for as the eye is 
ſubie& to infinite diſtempers, ſo is the conſci- 
ence and ſpirit. 

Firſt,there isadiſquiering of the ſpirit, which 
vſually proceeds from vnwatchfulneſſe,and that 
in three caſes; Firſt, when a man guards not the 
heart againſt cuery ſinne, for ſinne hath a dif- 
quieting nature, and is fretting like poiſon, Sc- 
condly, when hee negle&s moeancs of comfort 
(as the ſtomacke is troubled with ouer-fafting) 
or elſe, thirdly, vſcs them ſleightly and formal. 
ly: ſo the ſpirit waxeth firſt dull, ſecondly ſad, 
thirdly ſorrowfull, as the Apoſtle implies in his 
Epiſtles; therefore watchſulneſſe muſt be vſced 
in things ſfinfull, lawfull,and indifferent, 

Secondly, there isa perplexing of the ſpirit, 
and that ariſeth from ignorance, and that in 
three caſes : Firſt, when a man hathno know- 
ledge in the Word, darknefſe makes one _ 

3 
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fall, and cauſes errour. Secondly, when his 
conſcicnce ſcemes to be greater than his know- 

ledge, as in ſcrupuloſities. Thirdly, when hee 

canner put a difference berweene himſelfe and 
Saran in his temptations and abhorred fugge- 2* his ſee 
ſtionsz hence come horrours. perplexitics,theſe 1,»;; o 
mult be preuented, Firſt, by ſticking onlyto the 

Word which ſets our bounds;Secondly,by get- 

ting knowledge in the Word, and adiſcerning Philip. t. 
ſpirit, 

Thirdly, there is wounding of the Spirit,that ; 
is vſua!ly done by finnes againſt light and know- 
ledge: there is a threefold light belonging to 
Gods children : Firſt,one of nature which is im- 
1 ſinnes againſt this ſting, as vnnaturall 
ufts, murders,&the like. Secondly,one of Scrip- 
ture, and acquired (rather reucaled)light,finnes 
againſt this wound ſo much the more, by how 
much the morecleare the evidenceis; the moſt 
euident truths are the firſt principles ( which 
prouc,but need no proofe) thus,firſt, it isa ſting- 
ing ſinne co deny the Scripture ; ſecondly, to 
reuege expreſle truths therein contained, or to 
diſobey things daily vrged : thirdly, of grace or 
infuſed light, Thus when'a man finnes againſt 
knowledge, purpoſe, vow, grace recciued ; this 
is fearfull, and makes many thinke, that their 
finnes are vnpardonable and againſt the Holy 
Ghoft, 

Fourthly, there is deading and ſearing of the | 
ſpirit: as the body is ſubie& ro two kinds of diſ- 

D 3 caſes 
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Gen, 26, 
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eaſes and maimes, ſome that affe& and afMi&a 
ſenſe, ſome that deprine of ſenſe, as violent 
blowes, palſies, &c. lo is the fpirit alfo, Now 
this is the moſt teartull caſe of all, and comes to. 
paſl: three wayes : Firſt, when men commit 
tome horrible {inne which (trikes out the eye, or 
layes one for dead, like a blow on the head, Se- 
condly, when they ſhunne all meangs of awake- 
ning conſclence, runne from the Word, from 
Saints that admeniſh, from thoughts of death, 
&c, Thirdly, whien they force conſcience, and 
vie all meanes to ſtop its mouth, and to cruſh it 
for cuer : this is as ſcaring after cutting, when a 
man n2uer meanes to hauc the part againe, but 
to take away all ſenſe, feare-theſe diſeaſes a» 
boue all, 

Thirdly, this may be for comfort to thoſe 
whofe couſciences are not wounded, 

Queſt, Whar is the difference betweene a 
ſpirit healed, and a ſpirit deaded or deluded > 

Anſ. 1. Look: to themeanes and mmedicines 
healing, whether our peaceatiſe from faith, re- 
pentance,the ward, '2, A healed conſcience 1s 
pure and cleare throughout, the other ſpirits 
make no conſcience at all, or onely of ſome 
things, 3. Ahealed conſcience makes interro- 
g3tories ra God, firſt ifdoubts' ariſe, it faith as 
Rebetca, Why aws I chus-?and prayes to God, the 
reſt are ſtiffe, and ſhun all queſtions, 4. Arhea-» 
led ſpirit piries others;in this cafe the dead heare 
cannot abide the name of conſcience, bur ſaitli 

(as 
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(as Pilate, what is truth ? ſo) what is conſcience? 
the deluded fpiric is fierce towards all but thoſe 
that be of his mind2,as all Heretickes and Sch{- 
matikes proue, Now it our pulſe beat right, 
ai:d we haue the comfort of a {anRified conſci» 
ence, keepe it, by rwo meanes : Firſt, by ſelfe de» 
niall, a wan muſt deny himſfelfe in his meanes 
(riches, friends,&c.) Secondly,in his hopes and 
owne worth; firſt, be nothing in himſclfe; ſc- 
condly, expect all from Chriſt; thirdly, in his 
ſenſeand feeling, he muſt winke and put him- 
ſefe into Gods hands, that is, liue by faith, as 
Lather did,reſt on the naked VVord without any 
pawne, 25 Abraham did. 


0 


Pitic the wounded ſpirit; if we heare that a Y/e 4- 


man hath broken his leg or arme, we pitic him, 
how much more ſhould we bleed with the bro- 
ken heart and bleeding ſpirit; and furniſh our 
ſclues, firft with wiſdome, that ſo we may 
beable: ſecondly, with loue, that ſo we 
may bee willing to ſuccour ſuch, 
Rom.15.but more of this elſe. 
where : therefore here 
an cnd, 
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And Dauid was greatly diſtreſſed, for the 
people ſpake of /toning bim,becauſe the ſoule 
of all the people was grieued,euery man for bis 
ſonnes ,and for his daughters : Lut Dauid en- 


couraged himſelfe im the Lord his God. 


He. diſtreſle is firſt in grolle ſaid to 
499, be great ; and then more parti- 

' £3 cularly,cnlarged from the cau- 
2 Pe (cs and ctcts thereof, The 
cauſc ( ouer and aboue his pri- 

uate lofle) is the mutinie of his owne people, 
AS who 


DsR.1, 
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who are 1. imbittered vpon the loſle of their 
children,taken by the Amalckites(againſt whom 
their zeale ſhould haue been greater ;) and there- 
upon inthe next place would haue ſtoned David, 
as theauthour of ſo much miſchiefe. Dauidthen 
was in danger of his head : hee was like cnough 
ro dye by the hand of his friends,as a malefator 
withouttryall; and this diſtreſles him. Now 
for the effefts : Dania firlt comforts and ſtayes 
himſfelfe on God ; who was able to hclpe all, be- 
ing the Lord; 8 ready,bcing his God. Secondly, 
hauing comforted himſelte in God, hee conſults 
with God : where 1.the meanes on his part is 
mentioned, Gods own meanes : 2. the anſwer 


onGods part,a dire anſwer; both forthe means 


to be vſed,and ſucceſſe to be expected: he ſhould 
follow and he ſhould certainly ſpeed, Wee will 
not foreſtall another by any exaR enquiry iato 
the words, but acquaint you with ſome generall 
meditations, that haue beenc to one, and may be 
to you, fomewhat vicfull. 

Firſt,this is in fight: That the Lord doth ſome- 
times ſuffer his deareſt ſcruants to be greatly di- 
Rrefſed : Men greatly beloued,as Dawid was, are 
many times greatly ſtraightned,as Daui/d was, To 
proue this, were to waſte time, Firſt, ſee When 
they are chiefly thus diſtreſſed ; ſecondly, Why: 
and as for kinds of difſtreſſes, we ſhall rouchthem 
in application , and fo fauctime. Ir ſhall ſuffice 
(for the preſent)to ſay,that Gods children drink 
of all waters, and haue experience of all afflii- 

Ons, 
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ons, and that chiefly in theſe times. Firſt,when 
they haue left Gods counſels,and tollowed their 
owne deuices. Gods children are neuer worſe 
hampercd, than in nets of their owne weauing : 
when they will be witty cyther againſt God, or 
without God,then they ſpinne a wofull threed,a 
Spiders webbe. For carnall reaſon is a very bad 
counſailor, andputs a man vpen euill meanes , 
and none can draw a good concluſion from ill 
premiſſes, bur only God. Therfore when Chri- 
ſtians haue left Gods wiſedome and his wayes, 
and betaken themſelues to their owne wit and 
wayes, they haue plunged themſelues wonder- 
fully. A manis ſecurc and confident in his owne 
courſes, like a childe that leaucs his fathers coun- 
faile,and followes his owne ;zand the freſh-water 
ſouldier,that will be a Pilot before hee is fit for a 
Mariner,and thereupon runnes his ſhip vponthe 
ſands. Thus /ox«h was greatly diſtreſſed when 
hce would be wiſer than God : thus _{Lborohaws 
greatly diſtreſſed,Gen.20. when he would liue by 
his wits : thus Da##d, he had fo contriued it, that 
neyther Sa«/,nor — nor any of them all 
ſhould touch him , and now hee 1s in all their 
dangers,vnleſſe God helpe him out. And neuer 
doc Gods children pleaſe themſclues greatly in 
their owne contriuemenrts, but thus they ſpeed : 
wherethey exped great ſafety , they are greatly 
— a_ where much comfort, greatly di- 


ſtrefle 
2 Secand- 
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2 Secondly, when they hane v9 $0; Aa 
bleſſings and comforts from God \ then comes 
pride and ſecuriri ie,.andthat'sa forerunner of 2 
fall. Great mercics v0, ke great thouzhts a nd 
ſpirits in vs ; and great tiougltts make wiy tor 
orearafflictions. We will not inſtance in, VeLus 
chaanez&ar , D1u/d proſpered greatly, God had 
et him on hig', made his mouataine titonghis 
heart grew ec ure, thencame trouvle, t, wehtah 
was greatly di! trel ed, and when was it 2 af cr 
great dc lucrancesand bleitings : /V2<imhand | 
thelike. Mans heart cannot beare a great mca- 
ſure of comfort , no more than his hcad can a 
great meaſure of wine : therefore eycther God 
mingles thcir wine when they take ir, or prefent- 
ly aiter orclle they be giddy, and mult be di- 
{trefled. Hence S. Panl atter great confolations 
had great temprations and atfitions ; and the 
bleſled Virgin Mary in S. Luke is troldof 2 ſword 
when of a ſonne, that muſtthrough her heart as 
well as Chriſt through her leyacs. 

3 Thirdly,when they be to receiue ſome great 
comfort from God, when God hath ſome great 
employment, or preterment, or deliuerance, or 
conſolation in ſtore for his children, hee mikes 
way thereto by fome great atflition of bodie 
minde,ſtarc, triends &c. as men lay the foundari- 
on very dcepe when they. mcaneto raiſe the buil- 
ding very bigh. Thus Jo/eph was greatly diſtre(- 


ſcd,bur whens when he mult bea Prince ſhortly 
after; 
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after : thus Danid greatly impoucriſhed, when £ 
when ſhortly after he muſt come tothe Crowne. 
Generally, as in darke nights it is darkeſt ro- 
wards day-breake : ſo tis with the Saints of 
God; the ſharpeſt kit is cueratthe birth, when 
they bee deliuered of their ſorrow. So God 
makes his coinforts more taſtetull and leſle 
dangerfull to them ; and therefore firſt mars 
them, then makes them ; vndoes them, cruſhes 
them, and then rayſes thenv'vp. 

Theſe be ſpcciall rimes : the generall ſhould 
haue beene firſt noted, viz. When Gods chil- 
dren haue gotten ſome ſtocke and ſtrength; ; tor 
the Lord is wiſe, and will not vic an Iron Inſtru- 
ment to rhreſh our Cummin , hee will not lay 
weight vpon greene Timber , bur fiſt ſeaſon 
it, and then employ it after, Thus while Peter 
was young hce walked at large, but after was di- 
ſtreſſed. Thus for the When. 

Now Why doth God bring ſuch diſtreſſes 

on his? you may partly ghefſe by che When. He 
reſpeas himſelfe , his Church , his particular 
children in it. 
43 Firſt, God gaincs glory many wates by this, 
Firſt, his power is ſecne 1n their diſtreſſes, his 
loue, goodnefle, truth, 8&c. Then the Saints can 
ſay with 109, Now mine eyes haue fcenethee, 

2 Secondly, then not only preſent power and 
mercie is ſeene, bur former : Wee ſee what 
power was vicd in preventing miferie , what 

FU mercic 
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Reaſon I; 


[ob 42:5, 
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mercie in giuing comfort . 

And thirdly, then God ſhall haue their cu- 
ſtome and companie. Children that care not for 
Parents in proſperitic , will ro them in mileric , 
theyle come early , come cuery whit of them. 
Dawd could comfort himſelfc in his wiues, in 
his children before, but now all are metin God , 
no wife but God, no child nor friend but God : 
now hee goes all onc way, and now his confel- 
ſions and prayers bce ſuch as will ſet out God 
indeed , prayes moreand more ſpiritually than 
euer, &c. 

Rea. 2; Secondly, Godaymes at the Churches good 
inthis. 1. whileſt ſhee is a ſpeRator, ſhe layes 
about her inthe getting and exercifing of grace : 
others deepe ſarrowes makes all ſec how need- 
full it is to get much faith, patience, Scriptures in 
a readine 2. theſe ſtirre vp to praycrs, mer- 
cies, &c. as when Peter is in Priſon, one behea- 
ded , another impriſoned , they thought twas 
time to pray; therefore Ads 12. they let abour 
it earneſtly : So for mercie, when they ſaw the 
Church diſtreſſed, faminecomming towards her, 
they ſauce and lay vp,as Joſeph for Egypt. 2. when 
themſelues be afflicted, they helpe themſelues by 
theafflitions of others. Such went before mee 
in this affliction, and God loued them, why nor 
mee? Such cryed and ſped well, why not I ? 
Þ/al. 34. They follow thecloud , and doe not 
miſcarry. Heb, 12, 

Thirdly 
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Thirdly , God aymes at the parties good in Re«ſ: 3. 
great diſtreſſes : hereby they are tried, humbled, 
haue experience of their frailties and graces. 
A Chriſtian knowes little of himſelfe till much 
ditrcſled, neither what his weakeneſle, nor what 
his ſtrength in Chriſt is : hee neither ſees how 
poore himſelfe is , nor how great his God is. 
2. hereby they arc brought to receiue often ſcn- 
rence of miſcric, death, hell in themſelues ; and 
tis good to taſte theſe things before we fecle 
them , twillempty aman of himſelfe, and make 
him ruſt in the living God ; twill learne him 
thoſe three Leſſons of Chriſtianitie, that S. Pawl 
hath clapt vp in one verſe, Ph. 3.3. i.toworſhip 
God ſpiritually, ro make Chriſt his ioy, to lay 
down all confidence in the fleſh: and 3. hereby 
they are made helpefull ro others. There is little 
to beeexpcted from man till deepely plunged. 
I. Hee cannot pity others till experience hath 
taught him. 2. he will not be ſeruiccable till af- 
fictions haue humbled and broken him. 3. hee 
knowesnot how 'to comfort others till himſelfe 
hath beene wounded and healed, Bur when hee 
hath learned by experience, hecan make his own 
plaiſter ſerue another man, and comfort him in 
the ſame afflition with the ſame conſolation, 
Andthoſe bee the ſweeteſt and ſureſt comforts, 
when a man can ſay,my caſe was iuſt the ſame,8& 
here is the ſcripture, the medicine that wrought 
the cure in me. 2 Cor.1. : 

B 32 Firſt, 
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Vic, # Firſt for the wicked : leaue them but theſe 
Scriptures tothinke vpon . If this bee done to 
the greene Tree, what ſhall bee doneto the dry : 
If God beginne with the people that call vpon 

| his Name, what ſhall che ead of the enemies be 2 
Arethere not ſtrong plagues for the workers of 
Iniquitic, 706 31 7 ſhall not they be diſtreiled? 

2 Theciicte Vſeis to Saints : Let not them 
queſtion thcir ſonneſhip becauſe of afftictions, 
In this nonage the Heire difters little from a ſer- 
uant : You can make nocertaine Conclufion 
from outward things : doe not offer it , vnleſle 
you will wrong God, Chriſt, the Generation of 
the Iuſt, your owae ſoules,all at once, 

Ob. But what ſhall bee ſaid toextraordinary 
afflitions * 

Anſ.1.1t ſuch, God hath determined the caſe 
in /ob,againſtthoſc diſpurants: They are no good 
proofes of a bad perſon or condition. 

Anf. i. But ours be not extraordinary,nothing 
hath befallen vs, but what is humane. 

Ob. No? when did you heare of ſuch adearth 
as isnow vponvs? Anſ. When? why when an 
Aﬀes head was worth foure pound, 2 King. 6. 
Therefore infer nothing againſt che truth of our 
Church from thence. 

OG, Ohbut would the living God ſo afflit me 
it. hs Child ? 

Az. S0: how© 

—08, Olamcroſſedin a childe asnoman was, 

{o vogratefull,ſo vanaturall. An. 


at Ziklag. 9. 
Anſe. Yes, except Dauid,Ely, and yet thoſe bes 
toned, 
0b, Oh but I have ſuch a beaſt to my husband 
as no woman cucr had. 
inf, Yes, Abizacl 
0%, Oh but my citare is broken all ro pieces, I 
am nothing worth, 
Anſ[.S0 was Danid at Z.; iklag : {fo N eamic :t and 
yet beloued. 
Ob. Oh but I haue fold all, andnow want 
bread. 
Anſ. So the Widow of Sarepta, 2 Kg, 4+ 
Nebh.5 , Lam.4. and yet bcloucd. 
0b. Oh but my bodie i5 ſmitten roo. 
Anſe. So Danids & 10bs,8& yet beloued of God. 
Ob, Ohbut my ſpirit is ; wounded, Iam ſcorcht 
with the flames of hell,and fecle it in my conſci- 
ence. 
Anſ. So lob and David, 
Ob, But Iam diſabled from all feruice , I can 
_— pray, nor read, or care, nor live, nor 
A | 
4nſ. So the Saints , P/al. 102, the Church in 
E/» and yet beloued. 
6G, Oh bur I am corneto-pieces. with hellith 
bladhemous Temprations-/' - 
Af. Chriſt had ſuch offered ountwardly,: yet 
belord. 
06,'ut I am haled with luſts,now impure lvſts, 
_—_ luſts, revengetull luſts, and they. 
B 3 make 
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make me weary of my life. So Paul, Rom.7.Gal.s, 
yet beloued, Whatthen is to be reſolued vpon ? 
Surely, that neither things preſent, nor things to 
come,(haleucr ſeparate vs from theloue of God ; 
for no afflitions forfeit our Title, 

06. Oh but mine be fins, paſhons,temptations, 

Axſ. Letthem bee what they willbe if they 
be afflictionsto vs; if they tire vs, wound vs,make 
vs cry to God, as /eho/aphat did, when they pur- 
ſue vs, they weaken not our Title. Oh but that 
the ſmart of them may do without the hatred of 
ſin : they may weary men becauſe painefull, nor 
becauſe ſinfull. They may; but marke, 1. theſe 
two be not well oppoſed : often the painefulneſs 
comes from the fintulnefle ; were they not ſinful, 
wee could brooke them well enough for their 
pleaſure andprofir. 2. if oppoſed, paine in hy- 
pocrires only followes fins committed. Thouart 
diſtreſſed before hand,and in great feare leſt tho1 
ſhouldſt commit it, as Pau/,Whoſhalldeliucr nr 
from the bodice of death * 2. great ſinnes ac 
paincfull onely, ifnorhing bur paine bee heedd. 
Thouart troubled with the firſt motions,a wble 
bodie of finne;” 3. finne is only painefull roche 
vaſantified, Thou art troubled as muchfor 
want of faith, loue, humilitie, thankefulneff, as 
for the ouerflowing of finne. - 4. paine yakes 
one howle, but not to God, ar leaſt iart firſt 
place, Bur finne driues a De#44d firſt ro Go, then 
ro men zends in praycr,8 norin chafing FOR. 
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Andis it thus with thee ? either condemne Da- 
»:d, or ſay, a man may be croſſed ia wife, childe, 
houſe, goods, friends, kinſmen, all at once , nay 
hazzarded in his life, rempted in his ſoule, trou- 
bled in his conſcience,plunged into a ſea of mile- 
rics,and yet be deare to God; a bleſſed man, a 
glorious Chriſtian, witneſle Dauid, 

In the next place, they thinke 2nd ſpeake of p.5. 
toning Dua, See our nature ; In croſſes wee 
are apt to flyc vp en, rather than to fall 
down and humble Wlclues before God. Thus, 
were the Iſraclites crofled 2 they murmure ar 
Moſes, and they will ſtone him. Want they wa- 
ter © ſtone Moſes , Want they meate © ſtone 
Moſes. And thus the King of Iſracl at Samaria, 
Ahab for Eliah, fc. Nay wee (eethis diſeaſe 
too ſtrong in Saints: Sar/, inthe 16. of Geneſis, 
Aſa 6. 

Reaſ.1. The reaſon is cleere : firſt , wee ſtoope 
not to God, becauſe weeare naturally emptie of 
Faith : wee cannot ſee him , wanting aneye thats 
ſpirituall : wee will not , becauſe wee expe@ no 
helpe from him, and it is Faith that makes vs 
ſtoope, Lam.3. 

2 Wee chafeat man, becauſe proude ; and 
therefore fretfull and complayning : 2. guile- 
full, and therefore rather tranſlate than confeſle 
our faults ; like children, that will rather quarrell 
with ſeruants for complayning,than themſclues 
for offending. 
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ſe x. Feare this diſtemper in nature , and 
watch which way our hearts are working inthe 
day of affliftion . Valeſfle the crofle bee verie 
immediate, our hearts breake out towards men 
ratherthan God ; and wee ſooner fret, cnafe, 
threaten,curſe,than confcſle,pray,ſubmit: & this 
is a fcarefull finne , beware of it. And now lets 
not ſpeake in the language of the wicked, Tis 
long of Dau7a, cherefore {kone him: tis long of 
Corne-maſters who hol orne, that theres 
ſuch ſcarcitie, therefore d&Mne with them : tis 
long of Incloſers, therefore downe withthem : 
tis long of hard Land-lords,and therefore down 
with them , long of Merchants that tranſport : 
tis long of ſoine mens pride, others waſtfulneſle, 
others wantonnefle; and fo grow bitter againſt 
others : But ſay , tis long of mee and my fathers 
houſe ; my ſinnes haue encreaſed wrath vpon I[- 
rael ;I hauc beene proude, wanton, waſtetull,a- 
buſcd plenty, murmured &c. I haue ſinned the 
{1nnes of others, in that Thaucſpoken of them 
with more delight than gricte, in that I haue not 
wept for them, ſtoodin the gap ; otherwiſe God 
- would never beate anothers {inncs on my backe. 
T hus lets doe, fret at our owne finnes, befoole 
our {clues ;and not onely fo, but jn ſteadof cha- 
fngarmen, caſt downe our ſelues before God, 
ſcethe rod, and God appointing it : that done, 
gocto Godas David doth, goe by faith,goe in 
the workes of repentance, goc for counſaile ; lye 
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at his foote,ſaying, Lord wee yeeld, wee yeeld : 
ifthouwilt haue vs poore, wee will be poore; if 
thou wilt hauc our goods, houſes, habittions, 
here we are ,and wereſigne that which wee haue 
forfcited a thouſand times : This the onely re- 
medy theres left vs. We muſt not ſpend our time 
in inueighing againſt others, bur in accuſing our 
{clues : wee muſt not imbitter our h2arts, by 
dwcllingypon the inſtruments, but humble them 
by looking vp to ” and huſh them by a free 
ſubmiſſion of ouWMes. Fretting doth but en- 
creaſe our miſeric,ſubie&ion and yceldance only 
eaſethvs ; and therefore fay as they,Lemen. 3. 
22.---40. 

2 Comtort,ifſtormes doe notbreed thiſtles 
and nettles in ourground - Comtorr,if crofles do 
not draw paſsions, oathes, curſes, repinings, ray- 
lings, but prayers, confeſsions &c.from vs. O 
tis well when being ler bloud, our veynes ſend 
out that which is pure, not now that which is 
blacke,poy ſoned: This argues a good conſtituti- 
on,yea the finger of God; for croſles of them- 
ſclues are not ſo much as purgatiue, much leſle 
alteratiue : Tis grace that changes our complexi- 
on,and is as good a figne when crofles rake well, 
as when the Word doth. If then wee finde that 
our croſles ſend vshomeward , ſet vs againſt our 
finnes, make vs cry out, becauſe wee can torgiue 
no more,beare no more, becauſe wee bee ſo full 
of wrath , paſsion &c. lets bleſle God for this 
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cure : fornature chafes,moralitie bites it in , on- 
ly ſanRitie makes ſinne odious, ſtirres vp deſires 
of grace,puls downe fleſh,ſers vp Godin Chriſt, 
in ſhort, improues the croſle . 

Followeth, Their ſoules are bitter for their chil- 
dren :(o the childes miſeric is the parents bitter- 
neſſe : Tis gall and worm wood to a parentto ſee 
hisſonnes and daughters deliucred to mileric, 

Keaſ. If there be grace inthe parcnt, then the 
parent ſees his owne finne F.- the childes ſmart : 
It gricues a good man to &% beaſt, aſtranger 
bleed for him, much more his childe. 

2 Ifbutnature , yet nature is ſtrong in wor- 
king, that hath ſo mingled fathers and children, 
that in one both are (mitten ; both bleed and 
ſmart, both liuc and dye rogether. 

P/e 1. For vngratefullchildren; Think of this, 
your ſorrowes ate your parents {orrowes ,.yout 
ſhame theirs, your paine theits, your loſle theirs; 
and if you louenor your felues, loue your pa- 
rents : kill not them by your wickedneſle , fill 
not their ſoules with gall who haue fed you with 
milke, 

Yſe2. Againſt thoſe that robbe and ſpoile,op- 
preſle, defraud and beggar yongue and old, the 
mother and the childe vpon her : Oh tis a feare- 
full fin to ruine houſes and townes, to lay whole 
families on heapes, to ſct father, mother, ſonne, 
daughter all on weeping ; the crye of ſo manie 
will ſurely to heauen, the {mart of ſo many will 
dceply 
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deeply imbitrer ; when children ſhall crye to pa- 
rents for bread and they have ir not , when they 
ſhall call for portions and they haue none, for 
coates and they hauc none, tood and money and 
they hauc none, when they ſhall looke one way 
on the miſcrics of their children, another way on 
the vaiuſtice, ygmercifulneſſe, oppreſſion of 
Land-lords, of Cregitors, and ſee themſclues 
and theirs for cue; betrayed ro miſcry through 
the default of others; Oh chis filils the heart with 
many a bitter thougit, the mouth with many a 
bitrer curſe; the father curſes, the mother curſcs, 
the ſonne curſes, the daughter curſes;they lye at 
God,and giue him noreſt till hee reuenge them 
ypon ſuch hurrfull perſons : and that God that 
would not hauc a bird killed trom her yongue, 
will heare theſe curſes, and makerheearth , and 
ſtones, and walls of mens houſcs,and lands to 
fecle them : Oh then doe nor robbe, kill, cruſh 
mens ſonnes and daughters, this will worke bit- 
terneſle in others, to vs, to ours. 

Yſe 3, For inſtruction to vs all : Is it ſo bitter 
to {ec our children in miſery, captivity * then 
meete the Lord before ſentence goes forth , leſt 
our ſoules be made bitter for our ſons and daugh- 
ters : ſhouldthe Lord ſend the ſword amonglt vs 
to our Ziklags, and wee ſhould (ee our daughters 
rauiſhed, our ſonnes butchered before our cyes, 
would not this bee bitter? Should wee ſce ones 
legge off a ſeconds arme,a thirds head,a fourth 
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crying tovs, hanging on vs, would not this bee 
bitrer £ ſhould wee ſee the Amalckites in our 
land, our children carried away for ſlaues,would 
not this be bitter : ſhould our children fall inthe 
ſtreers tor bread, dye for thirſt, they ready to car 
vp vs, weready tochopthem to the pot, would 
not this bee bitter ? Oh how conld our eyes be- 
hold theſe things, how could our ſoules digeſt 
ſo great bitterneſle : Oh lets now preuent this, 
that we may neuer ſee or feele it : Tell mee nor, 
theres no danger : the Word of God is agaiuſt 
vs; moſt of thoſe finnes which haue brought 
Captiuitie, Sword, Famine vpon others, arc 
amongſt vs : wee ſee the Lord hath begunne 
already,and ourbrethren haue begunrto vs 1n this 
bitrer cup. O the bitter lamentations in Germa- 
nie; fathers, mothers weeping for their ſonnes 
that bee not : Oh England, looketo it that wee 
drinke not vp the dregges ; Oh that thou 
would(t faſt and mourne in publicke ; Oh that 
you would each in private, Here each man 
wept bitterly for his ſonnes and daughters,but 
it was too late, they were gone : Nay, twas not 
t00 late ; though gone, teares will wafr them 
home againe : thoſe teares that will recoucr chil- 
dren, will continue children; therefore cach man 
for hinrſelfe , for his ſonnes,weepe apart, pray, 
faſt, mourne, wiues apart, husbands apart, chil- 
drenapart; ſtand before the Lord as 1:2eſhephat 
did with your little ones, and ſay,Oh Lord ſpare 
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ourZiklags, our houſes, our ſons, our daugh- 
ters, ſparethem from the ſword, from famine, 
from peſtilence , from miſery : and who 
knowes but that the Lord may yet haue 
mercie ? 

He comforted himſclfe (or,ſtrengrhencd,all is 
one) for the ioy of the Lord is ſtrong. 

Doed, The world is neuer ſo cmpty of com- 
forts but tiat comfort may be found in God : 
though there be ſomewhara dearth of comfort 
inthe carth, yet Gods houlc is cuer filled ; in 
heauen comfort is to bee had when none in 
earth, in God when none in creatures, Darrel, 
Danid, Pau! ; thouſands would witneſlc this if 
needetull. 

The inſtance is plaine : when Danid could not 
comfort himſelfe in his wiues, nor his children, 
nor his goods, nor in any thing vnder the Sunne, 
he could in ſomething aboue the Sunne, &c.And 
the Reaſon isathand. 

Reeſon. 1, Godisthe God of all conſola- 
tion, the Spring of comfort; it any water tis 
in the Sea, if any light tis inthe Sunne, ifany 
comfort tis in God, there it reſts, there tis when 
no where elſe. 

2. Godis Al-ſufficient; there the heart finds 
cuery want ſupplyed,cuery good thing lodged : 
if the diſcouragement grow from wants, want 
of power, want of wiſedome, of comfort,of 
helpe, there the heart receiues anſwer; in God 
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there is enough; there tis to bee had, and that 
freely. As Godis Al-ſufficientto furniſh vs with 
all neceſlaries, ſo infinite in power, wiſedome, 
goodneſſe, to helpe vs againſt ail cuils, teared 
or felr. If ourdiſcouragement grow from euils 
feared, looke vpto him and he can preuecar all, as 
you ſce in Dauid and Efters ſtory, and Paul : Da- 
wid was neere to killing when Sau! was now rea- 
dic tochopypon him ; the Church in Efter was 
at a low cbbe, when the lot wascalt , Pau/, when 
forty had vowed his death ; Peter,when the next 
day,hemuſt dye, and but onenight, houre, ſtcp 
betweene death. and him, yer reſcued, 

2. If afflitions haue ourrtaken vs and diſ- 
couraged vs, looke vp againe, and fee how cafily 
the Lord can take them off: this weeke Dautd 
hath neither wife, nor childe, norcorne, nor 
cattell , and by the next he hath his owne, and 
a great deale more: this yeare you ſec hee is 
worſe than nought for wealth , the next a King ; 
yea Peter cantell you, that impriſonment may 
be for a night, deliuerance cre morning 5; Davids 
heauineſle may be your gueſtthis night, ioy to 
morrow, P/a1.30. 

3- If atfiictions bee long and ſtrong, and 
thence diſcouragement, looke vp againe and 
you ſhall finde, that after two dayes God will 
reuiueyou, #nd you ſhall liuc in bis fight. Hee 
can heale old wounds in a ſhort ſpace, as in the 
captiuity, inthe man inthe Goſpell; and deepe 
wounds 
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wounds with a little tent. When Da#/4 is broken 
all ro picces, his eſtareto pieces, his honſhold, his 
army, his heart (they had wept cill wearie of 
weeping) Loc intwo or thice dayes he can make 
vpall againe. | 

4 Ifatflitions bee moſt bitter, and ſtinging, 
and laſting to our end, and therefore diſcou;age- 
ment; looke vp,and fee, and God can ouzr-rop 
all theſe ſorrowes with coinfort, and {iweeten the 
birtereſt cup : why hee hath more conſolations 
than there bee afflitions : as one abounds (o the 
other. Hee hath ſtronger conſolations than affli- 
ions, hee can make a David forthe preſent ſay 
P/al.94.19.and for rhe time paſt, Tis good I haue 
beenc afflicted; and tor the future, Thou wilt bee r/.4:g. 73, 
my guidetothe death, and ſo recciue mee to glo- 
ric: yea hee can make a Petey fleepe in irons, 
a Paul (ing in dungeons, a Martyr reioyce in 4# 12.6 16. 
ſufferings, Heb.19., Why then it in God may 
euer bee found that which will anſwer our 
wants, ſupply all our grictes, theres comfort ſtill 
to be had. 

Y ſe. Now then {Brethren) is not this God 
worth the hauing? You cannot alwaies haue com- 
fort in wealth, comfort in health, comfort in 
neighbors, in children, in wiues, theſe be not al- 
waics : theſe, while they be, doe ſometime mini- 
ſter matter of gricfe ; yea, ſometime their life & 
preſence doth diſcourage: but in IBnov A is 
conſtant peace, conſtant comfort, and ioy to bee 

found ; 
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found ; Heis conſtantly good, great, true, 8c: 
Oh get him ; how euer you doe,get him,and you 
haueall ; come what will come, he changes nor, 
his comforts are ſure; neuer ceaſe ſeeking , beg- 
ging , hearing , conferring , till his Image bee ct 
 vpon you, and your hearts aſſured of his loue. 
You haue ſ{eenethe comforts of the world, you 
ſee how all ciſternes faile you , goeto the foun- 
eaine; in the word of God, inthe houſe of God, 
in the fauonr of God, you ſhall haue comfort, in 
his light you ſhall ſee light, when others nothing 
but darkeneflc round abour, Oh then,thou that 
firteſt in darkeneſle, in the darkeneſſe of tempra- 
tion, inthe darkenefle of ſinne, in the darkeneſſe 
of afflition, darkeneſſe of pouertie, debt ; thou 
that ſceſt no light, none within thee, none with- 
Out thee, nonein thy ſoule, none in thy minde, 
none in thine eſtate, friends, &c. ariſe, put on 
beautic, come into the light, ſtand vp from 
the dead, (dead comforts , dead companions , 
= workes ) and the Lo n Þ ſhallgiue thee 
ife. 

2 For Saints : why doe not they chide them- 
ſclues,as Dexid did, and call ypon themlelues for 
comfort ? Surely, Ioy is comely ; and it is their 
part ro reioyce in God. 

Ob. Oh but how can weein fad times, inthe 
middeft of ſorrow ? 

A»/. How did the Apoſtles? they reioyced in 
the ſtocks. wo 
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04, True in caſe of perſecution 5 but how 
ſhould we in afflition ? | | 

Anſ. How doth Dazid* he had loſt wife,child; 
all, yct hee comforts himſelfe ; in what £ when 
all was gone © in God, in him was all; & ſo long 
25 God ſtood to him, all ſtaide with him. 

Ob. But what if finne haue haled afflitions ort 
vs? 

Anſ. .Dazid was not cleere, yet in God is com- 
fort then ; comfort, becauſe hee is gracious and 
ready topardon. 

Ob, Yea, but what if the miſerie be common, 
not particular and perſonall ? 

Anſ. Such was Dauias, yet hee comforts him- 
ſelfe. Why God can heale a Towne-as ſoone as ' 
a man; a Shireas ſoone as a Towneza Kingdome 
as ſoone as a Shire. 

Ob. Yea, but what if ones caſe be deſperate 2 

Anſ. So was Davids to mens iudgements: 
houſes burnt,goods gone, the enemie was gotten 
into poſſeſſion, and yet Da#id comforts himſelfe 
in God. Andintruth, ther's no mans caſe, eſtate, 
ſoule, deſperate to God : if wee were nothing, 
heecould make vs ſomething, if worſe than ne- 
thing, he could repaire vs: ... . . 07 33540 

06, Yea, but whatif nothing left 2 . - 

An. Yet if God left, all is well, all isin him 
all power, all wiſedome, all wealth,comfort,&c. 

Ob. But the times arc exceeding hard. ( 

Anſ, A EIELIES rchascuer; hea-- 
uen 
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uen as full, graceand comfort as cheape. 

06. But when pouertie pinches,neede preffes: 
what comfort then ? 

Anſ. Yes,theconſolations of God are ſtrong: 
thoſe croſles that ſeemeto ſwallow you, ſhall be 
very ſufferable, if youflye to him. Oh then flye 
to him by faith,ſay as Heb.wit. Theagh the Fipge- 
gree, &c. yet will 7 reioxce inthe Lord, Flye by 
Prayer ; and onefaithfull Prayer will ſhake off 
theſe yokes ascafily as Sampſon did his bonds. 
Flyeto the Word, & ſome Tychicws will comfort 
your hearts,as S.Pau/ ſaith, Some one promiſe or 
other will ſettle you beyond expeRation. 

06, Oh but what if God himſclte be aterror, 
not acomfort 2 

Arf. The word ſpeaketh bloud not peace; yer 
reconcile thy ſelfe to God,caſt out ſinne, caſt thy 
ſelfe vpod his mercie: ſay, If aty mercic or com- 
fort inthe world, tis in God ;' therefore to him 
Ile goe, there lle lyeat his gate, though hee kill 
me, [le truſt in him. 

Ob, But what if I have done ſo, and yet finde 
nocomfort ?  0l _ 

- &uſc, Waite, hearken, forthe Lord will ſpeake 
peaceto his, &c. Hethattruſtedin him never was 


—aſhamed. Heare then thouthat lookeſt intorhy 


barne,and ther's no.comforr, corne is gone, into 
thy purſe, ther's no comfort, mony is gone 5 into 
thy cupbazed, thet's nocomforr, bread is gone , 
vatothy children, ther's no comfort, thy _—_ 
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flcſhand bone is gone , intothy heart, and ther's 
no comfort, hope and ioy isggone , vntothy 
friends and land , and behold darkenefle and ſor- 
row, Eſay 5, the laſt verſe. yet looke vpward to 
heauen, there comfort growes , to Chriſt, ther's 
comfort treaſured ; to God, and there the foun- 
taine isas full as cuer; conclude,God is mine,and 
therefore comfort is mine, hee is comfort with- 
out bread, without friends, withour life. 
Next, Da##4 conſults with God in time of di- 
ſtreſle. 
Do, Wee muſt not ſpend rime in whyning, 
fretting, mufing ; butwee muſt conſult , and 
caſt whats beſtto be done : The people doe the 


one, Daxid the other. So /acob, Gen.g 2.1. SO Exed.10.7. 
the Egyptians to Pharaoh : the Philiſtims in S4- 1 Sam. 6,2. 


muet : And Ephreims folly is herein taxed, that 
hee would ſtand till at the birth, Hof. 13. 13, 
But I prefle not this z onely for Vſe thus 
much. 

Yſe. Weare inDau/as ftraight (ina ſenſe:) the 
people weep till they can weep no mote, their 
ſoules be birter for ſonnes anddaughters, yea tog 
many ſpeake almoſt of ſtoning cuery David, 
whom they conceineto bee an occaſion of their 
miſery : Wharmuſt wee doe £ ſurely Dexid is a 

patterne ; 1. he corhforts himlſelfe in God, 

{o muſt we,clſe our wits beenot our owne , nor 
Eraces, wee can neither ſpeake to God nor man, 
icouragement robbes a man of all: 2, Daeid 
D 2 g0Cs 
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goes to Gods ordinances, Gods word, Gods 
mouth, askes Gods aduice; ſo muſt wee, heare 
what God ſaith, whart he calls for , and hee calls 
for more faſting, ſubmitſion; calls vs from our 
feaſts, faſhions, laces, &c. 3. Dawid forthwith 
executes what God ſpeakes, ſo muſt wee z you 
haue beenc cold that this expence in feaſting, in 
building, in houſhold-ſtuffe, braucry for your 
ſclucs and children, abu'e of plenty would beg- 
gar you; belecueir now, contclle,amend ir : and 
wertell you now, you mutt 'toope that are poore, 
you muſt helpethatare rich, doc it, &c, Burtif 
wee ſhould now, it were too. late, No, God can 
ferch Ziklag againe when ris gone, if ſought vato: 
But what may beedone 2 You hauec hcard (Belo- 
yed) tis not in vain to ſeckto God: 2.ſcek ro God 
with teares, faftings, out with. your ſins, downe 
with your hearts, yecld, yeeld, and acknowiedge 
abuſe of plentie-: 3,. vic policie,and provide as 
Dauiddid ; worke, the maine defet is from want 
of worke :. tis in vaine to ſpeake of bringing 
downe markets vnleſſe there bee employment, 
Were barley ar ewo ſhillings, if men have not 
worke tis. all one : therefore you poore bee wil- 
ling to worke for bread, you rich ſtudy ro finde 
worke; tis impoſſible to employ all : chusdo,you 
that haue money doc not /out of feares) hoard is, 
produce, employ ir,and bring ,nat certaine miſ- 
chicfcs vpon vncertainefcares : 2. you that haue 
wool, hejnp,&c.now {cit out, &c.3.youthat baue 
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land\louetillage ; men may diſcourſe, but with- 
outtillage ſuch a land as this cannor ſtand : loue 
houſe-keeping ; tis better keepe menas ſeruants, 
rather than as rogues, as maſters : 4. you that 
have meanes withour land, helpe to ſfowe the 
Iandthat rhis year will lye vntilled and vaſowne, 
wichour helpe, and make ſome bargaine with 
poor men,%c.Why but there is not employment 
for halte. Yetagaine: Why but theres no mony, 
theres lictle. Yetthere might be more, if pride in 
lace, plarc, &c.might downe, if vnbeliete did not 
beare the keyes of thcir coffers that haue manie 
houſes. Suppole there were lefſe mony, pay men 
in.corne,bread, cloth,&c. But theres no worke : 
No, looke to your fields , were ditches ſcoured, 
mariſhes drainee, lands ploughed in many fields, 
it would quite coſt: looke to your high wayes,all 
the poore in the Countrey bee ſcarce enow to ga- 
ther and lay ſtones in them for ſome weekes, &c. 
Bur we have not to pay them. I anſwer once for 
all, better keepe them working than begging and 
wandring : kc pt they mult be, andit they catcha 
haunt of idling and roguing, theyle bee paſt all 
ſhame, all worke, all thrift, ail grace, and we ſhall 
all rue it: Therforc if you know better means, vie 
them, and ſer your wits on worke that ſomerhing 
may bedoneg&c, 
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